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Supply

somebody—he may die yet—and for driving while prohibited he 
gets one day.

This happened. It was not dreamed up. The Waynes have a 
right to feel the way they do because the laws, the rhetoric and 
all this hogwash which is brought into the House by the Liberal 
government is nothing more than that. It is rhetoric and hog
wash. Most victims, if not all of them, know that. The govern
ment will not go very far pushing hogwash.

Let us hear what is read. I asked the police for this recently 
after watching the television show “To Serve and Protect" one 
Sunday night. During the show a lady was sitting on the street 
crying and bleeding. The police had the guy who obviously did it 
and were reading him his rights. She was sitting there unat
tended.

All information is to be made available on request. What is 
wrong with that? What is wrong with people having those rights 
today? Bonnie Lucas in my riding would say: “That is what I 
wanted when my estranged husband came home and burned our 
house down with our kids in it. We just escaped from it”.

All she asked the parole board was: “Would you mind telling 
me when he is getting out, because he is going to come after me 
again?” That is all she asked. What happens? We find out he is 
out living very close by, and on and on it goes.

Victims should have the right to give oral and written victim 
impact statements before sentencing, at any parole hearings and 
at judicial reviews. What is wrong with that?

Victims should have the right to be informed of details of the 
crown’s intention to offer a plea bargain before it is presented to 
the defence. Allen and Debbie Wayne are appalled, as every
body should be, that this young offender had five of the eight 
charges against him dropped conveniently. He was out on the 
street the next day while the police were still filling out their 
forms.

The police said he was being arrested for whatever he was 
charged for. “It is my duty to inform you that you have the right 
to retain and instruct counsel without delay. You may call any 
lawyer you want. A legal aid duty lawyer is available to provide 
legal advice to you without charge and can explain the legal aid 
plan to you. If you wish to contact a legal aid duty lawyer, I can 
provide you with a telephone number”. The victim was sitting 
on the street bleeding and crying, wondering what rights she 
had. Very few.

We will present some victims rights shortly. We will see if the 
government has the courage, particularly the backbenchers, to 
adopt some of those rights. My guess is they will not. They will 
find some small thing in the victims bill of rights to oppose it, 
thereby throwing it out.

How much time do I have, Madam Speaker?

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): Three and a half 
minutes.

Victims should have the right to know why charges were not 
laid if that is the decision of the crown or the police. So often we 
hear they are going to lay some charges but no charges come. 
They wonder why. It happened in my office. My secretary had 
her house ripped off three times in a row. She did not know why 
charges were not forthcoming. To this day she still does not 
know, except we hear these guys are into bigger things: “You are 
kind of a zero and we are after the bigger stuff”. She does not 
know why charges were not laid yet they know who did it.

Victims have the right to protection from anyone who intimi
dates, harasses or interferes with the rights of the victim. I can 
speak to that one with Joan Cave who was sexually assaulted. 
The guy was sent into Vancouver remand, writing her threaten
ing letters from remand while we paid the postage. Surely there 
is something better we could do.

An hon. member: Too many.

Mr. White (Fraser Valley West): Good. Too many, he says. 
That is what is wrong over here. We have too much time to talk 
about victims rights. That is what is wrong with the Liberal 
Party. The government has been an absolute disaster on criminal 

justice programs.
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Mr. Alex Shepherd (Durham, Lib.): Madam Speaker, I 
listened to the member’s discussion. Simple solutions for com
plex problems seems to be the agenda of the Reform Party. If we 
have problems with taxes, flat taxes will solve the problem. If 
we have problems with debt, just cut government in half and 
they will al go away. If we have a problem with the criminal 
justice system, rename a day, rename a week; that will make it 
better.

Victims should have the right to be informed of their rights at 
every stage of the process, including those rights involving 
compensation from the offender. They must also be made aware 
of any victim services available. Is that too much to ask?

Victims should have the right to be informed of the offender’s 
status throughout the process, including but not restricted to 
location of the accused from time of arrest, notification of any 
arrests, upcoming court dates, sentencing dates, plans to release 
the offender from custody, including notification of what com
munity the parolee is being released into, parole dates and on 
and on it goes.

The reality is the problems with crime in this country are deep 
seated. I do not hear the Reform Party talking about how to solve 
the real issues of crime in our society.


