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always existed between native people and governments, the
process of redefining the relationship between these parties can
only lead to greater understanding and mutual respect.

Section 25 of the charter of rights and freedoms protects
aboriginal rights from being gradually eroded by the assertion
of other rights or freedoms in the charter. This is important
historically, for many of the conditions faced by native people
in Canada today are not the result of an assault on native
rights but, rather, the indirect consequence of policies and
legislation which had other purposes.

Section 25 also protects the sanctity of land claims settle-
ments, as it holds the government responsible for upholding
the guarantees obtained in settlements. It is my hope and trust
that the federal government will fulfil the great moment of
January 30 and move to settle all claims in this country.

The inclusion of the Royal Proclamation of 1763 is also very
important. [ believe it has the significance for native people
that the Magna Carta has in the British tradition. I would like
to quote from the Royal Proclamation of 1763, which I think
explains why it is significant for us.

And whereas it is just and reasonable, and essential to our interest, and the
security of our colonies, that the several Nations or Tribes of Indians with whom
we are connected, and who live under our protection, should not be molested or
disturbed in the possession of such parts of our Dominions and Territories as, not

having been ceded to or purchased by us, are reserved for them, or any of them,
as their Hunting Grounds.

“Hunting grounds” today can mean any number of things.
Aboriginal people have never relinquished their rights as the
first inhabitants of this country. Aboriginal rights have always
been ours. What is important about this resolution is that it
recognizes those rights.

This is not to say this is the last word on aboriginal rights. It
is simply the beginning. My friend Charlie Watt, president of
the Makivak Corporation of Quebec, said before the joint
committee, and I quote:

All we are asking for is recognition that we are a distinct people, we live in

Canada, and we are here to stay. If you recognize that principle, let us work out
the details after patriation.

The Constitution

The amendments won on January 30 are an immense and
dramatic improvement on the aboriginal proposal and are
certainly worthy of our support.

There have always been differences among Canadians, and
among native people too. We would be naive to expect other-
wise, but it is our shared sense of pride in our unique identities
and histories which gives us our strength. That is what makes
consensus and agreement such a triumph.

I certainly have grievances about the charter of rights. I
have grievances, for instance, about the section on mobility
rights. The rights in that section do not accrue to the people of
the north because they speak neither English nor French, and
they have no desire to move anywhere else in Canada. How-
ever, the people of southern Canada can move into northern
Canada at their leisure because that section benefits them.
This is a likely prospect because of the potential development
of those lands on which the Inuit of the north live.

I had an unfortunate argument with the Minister of Justice
during the joint committee hearings. He agreed with my
arguments but, because of party discipline, he could not agree
to amend that part of the constitutional charter.

I would like to say to native people, to my fellow parliamen-
tarians and to all Canadians that we do not need to deny our
differences in order to acknowledge our achievements. As I
said in my first speech in this House in Eskimo—and I would
like to speak again in Eskimo in answer to what the Minister
of Justice said yesterday—together we can make a great
nation. The Eskimos would say:

Atautikkut kisiani sanajunnagpugut Canadattiavangmik.

Only together can we build a great nation.
Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): It being six o’clock, and
with the consent of the House earlier given, I now leave the
chair until two o’clock tomorrow afternoon.

At six o’clock the House adjourned, without question put,
pursuant to Standing Order.




