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when workers are unemployed they and their
families suifer want and fear. The Minister
of Labour speaks lightiy about "pockets cf
unemplcyment", but tbe people I represent
feel that it is the duty of the government se
to plan cur eccnomy that useful work will be
provided for ail able-bodied citizens. The
men wbo are fighting this war are nlot fighting
se that they rnay corne home to "pockets of
unemployment". They are fighting for a
Canada in which ail our citizens will be em-
ployed producing an abundance of goods to
make possible a high standard of living for al
0cr people. If "pockets of unernployment" is
the best the present government can do now,
what in heaven's namne are we in for after the
war is over?

I listened closely on Monday to the Prime
Minister's defence of the Minister of Labour.
The Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie King)
seemed utterly unable f0 understand why so
much criticism his been directed agaînst the
Minister of Labour. I may say that I arn a
member of a trade union. I have close con-
tacts with ail sections cf the trade union
movement in greater Winnipeg. I hiad unani-
mous cndorsation of the trade union move-
ment in Winnipeg in the recent by-election
campaign. 1 can say te the Prime Minister
that labour in this country, both crganized and
unerganized, i5 up in arrns against the Minis-
ter cf Labour hecause hie, as a trade unionist
himself, posing as a labour mac, is wîlling te
administer the government's policy as it now
stands. Labour is Led up with being told
every time if seeks an adjustrnent in unjusf
and low wages that it is unpatricfic, that it is
aftacking the governrnent's anti-inflation
policy. Labour, Mr. Speaker, is fully aware
cf the perils of an inflaticnary spiral. But
the freezing cf unjust wages is flot the cnly
way te prevent inflation. It can be done, for
example, by taxation and by raticning.

Af the present time the gevernment places
upon the wcrkers and farmers cf this country
the wbcle burden cf aveiding inflation, and
labour is thcroughly disgusted with the way
in which the gevernment uses this weapen te
deny justice te the workers cf Canada. Let
me repeat tbat labeur is fully conscicus cf the
perils of inflation, and is not epposed te the
gevernment's aim te avoid it. But labour is
oppcsed te the gevernments' one-sided pelicy
in this matter, putting as if dees the full
burden on cur farmers and workers.

In the thirties there was ne rneney. Ncw
there is tee much mcney. If it is net ce
thing, it is anether. But labeur must be kept
down. This is the pclicy cf the gevernment;
and ne one, least cf ail a labeur man, can
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expect te administer such a pelicy withcut a
stcrm of pretest frem Canadian labour.

I may say further te the Prime Minister
that one cf the reasens labeur delegations are
seeking interviews with hlm, which he dcplcred
on Monday in, answer te a question about
the Montreal aircraft wcrkers, is that labeur's
grievances involve more than the matter cf
administration in the Department cf Labeur.
They involve fhe whcle policy cf the gevern-
ment, in ifs attitude toward labour. I arn
confident ne member cf the bouse ever speke
the mind cf bis censfifuents more clearly than
I do wben I say that Canadian labeur wants
a new minister of labour in whcm labour can
have cnfidence.

But, Mr. Speaker, that is net ail. Labour
aIse wants a new labeur policy, and I make
that fact kncwn directly te the Prime Min-
ister. Apart frcrn the injustices cf the low-
wage freezing policy, there is aIse, the gcvern-
ment's attitude toward trade union organiza-
fions, and the complote failure cf the gevern-
ment te make labour, and agriculture as wvell,
full partners in the cemmon struggle in whicha
we are ail engagcd.

By order in council the gcvernrnent bas
paid lip service te trade union organiza-
tien and collective bargaining. But much
more effective erders in council have dienied
these fundamental principles cf dernccracy, in
actual practice. I mention Kirkland lake,
steel, Montreal Aircraft, Vulcan Iron Wcrks
at Winnipeg, and se on.

I wculd remind the house that the gevern-
ment picks ifs controliers, its dcllar-a-year
men, from the big businesses concerned, on
the ground thaf they kncow what if is ail
about. But when if cornes te the placing cf
men in empîcyment, at which trade union
business agents are specialists, fbey are nef
eniy ignered but their functions are super-
seded by the hocige-pedge cf selective service.
Te labeur this is ail seen as a well-designed
attempt on the part cf the gevernment te
prevent the commen people in this country
frem coming inte their own, in the kind ef
coperative seciety for which this war is

being foughf. The farmers and wcrkers cf
this country, supplying as they are the per-
sonnel cf our armed forces, werkinig and
sacrificing in every possible way for victcory,
have an end in view-a Canada in which there
will be full empîcyrnent, fine homes fer aIl,
adequate education, care cf our health, a high
standard cf living and full social security.
These things cannot be denied ferever. The
processes of democracy rnay work slewly, but
they are to-day working in faveur of the
cemmon mac, because cf the interesf hie is
taking in bis own well-being.


