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Mr. Long: That is a good question to ask here. There is no question about
the authority being adequate. What worries us here is that this was a mistake
Made in the superannuation branch. The lady who benefited from the mistake
Was never told that a mistake had been made. She does not know to this day
at she has been overpaid—at least officially she does not. But how as auditors
€ We to know that in fact somebody did not collect that from her and did not
turn it jno The file was completely silent. No approach had been made to her
and she knows nothing about what Treasury Board did on her behalf, and this
OPens the whole thing up. Some unscrupulous clerk could write her a letter—if
she is the type of person who does not want to be overpaid, who wants to be
Sure that anything that she owes is paid—collect the money and put it in his
Pocket, Nobody would know.

Mr. Wincn: But how could an unscrupulous clerk, you said—I am using
YOur words—send that letter in view of the fact that by executive order certain

action was taken to ensure that she did not owe any money?

Mr, LonG: Well, of course, he should not send such a letter but, then,
aything 5 person of that sort does, along that line, is wrong.
. Mr. Carrer: If it is established by executive order that the debt could be a
Mistake and could be wiped out, would that not lead to some abuse? I know of a
S, for instance, of a veteran who collected $9,000. Nobody collects $9,000
Withoyt knowing 1,:hat there is some error, and he did not draw it to anybody’s
attention, Eventually, he tried to have it wiped out and it was wiped out by
sXecutive order, I am just afraid that if this is established like that, it will lead
> S0me abugse because some employee could, as you say, be using a dead file,
1Sue an executive order that this is wiped out. Who knows who got the money?

Mr, LEFEBVRE: I think Mr. Carter has brought up a very good point.
. "ether the sum is $50, $5 or $9,000, the duty of the Auditor General, as I see
h is 1o make sure that the accounts are in order. We all feel the same way
aoout the aged people. They need every cent they can get their hands on to live
! that does not take any responsibility away from the office of the Auditor
“heral. His job is to see that the books are kept the way they should be and
rélot}}er department will look after whether the money sho‘ul(.i be allowed to
it Main in the hands of those who are receiving it or not. This is the way I see
" aybe, Mr. Henderson could add to that.
Mr. Winca: That is my very point. The books must be in order because by
SXeeutiye order under section 23, clause 1, this is wiped out.
i Mr., HENDERSON: As Mr. Long explained we went back, behind t'he circum-
& anc.e - This originated as a mistake on the part of the Superanpuatlon Bragch
olrld, in Cchecking the case through, it became apparent to us that': it the execu}twe
der Could be issued with the ease with which this one was 1ssu.ed, that is to
Without any memorandum being on file, attesting to, as I think Mr. Bigg
Hineq, the circumstances, then, in fact, a person like this might, perhaps, have
s:lclOme aware of it and could possibly have tendered a chegue in her desire to
Ser are the books, and that cheque could have been mampﬂatf?d by an un-~
Ubuloyg person. This has happened before in these cases. That is why I say it
e €mental facet of internal financial control.
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