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ments problems, and with policies relating to trade in agricu].•

turh1 prcdacts .

The Committee emphasized the importance of encouraging
a large and growing volume of mutually beneficial trade between
the United States and Canada . They discussed the difficulties

which were experienced from time to time in this connection . They

shared the view that this trade would develop most satisfactorily
as part of a widespread system of frèer trade and payments . Such

a multilateral pattern of trade would also best serve to sustain
relations between the United Stat6-s and Canada, and between each
of them and the many countries :wit2i which they are associated
throughout the world, on a wholesome and durable basis . The Corne
mittee recognized that policies and practices which promoted these
purposes were important to the national we21-being and security of

the two countries .

The Committee noted that, with the high rates of employ-
ment and economic activity which had prevailed in most parts of
the world, the level of international trade had generally been
well maintained during the past .p?,ar . While some progress had
been made in removing restrictions and reducing discrimination in
many countries, there remained however a need for fwrther advances
in this field .

It was realized that difficult, although it is hoped
temporary, problems existed as â•re'sult of the accumulation Of
large quantities of some agricultural products in several countries .

These problems, if not handled carefully, could adversely affec t
the trade in such products and might also have damaging consequenses
for international trade generally . The members of the Committee
were able to acquaint one another with their vie1rs on these matters .

It was agreed that in dealing with_these problems, there should
be closer consultation in an effort to avoid interference with
normal commercial marketings .

It was recalled that the initiative for the creation of
this Committee had come from conversations between President Eisenhower
and Prime Minister St . Laurent in 1953, reflecting the keen desire
which both have always shown toimprove understanding and strengw

then relations between the two countries . At the meeting today
the Canadian members expressed their deep sympathy with
President Eisenhower in his illness and their hopes that he would
soon be restored to full health .
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