
Si/ver
ln view of its qualities and its relative scarcity, silver is classified as a

precious metal with gold and platinum. Owing to its superiority as a

conductor of electricity, more than 25 per cent of ail industrial silver is

used for the production of electronic and electric equipmeflt, and in the

manufacturing of highly developed equipment such as satellites, space

craft and guidance systems. However, the largest quantity of silver -

nearly 40 per cent of total industrial production - is consumed by the

photography industry. Numismatic and commemorative pieces are the

only coins in which silver is used today.
With an average annual production of some 1 200 tonnes, Canada is

the world's third producer of silver. The main regions in which it is mined

are Ontario, the Yukon, British Columbia and New Brunswick.

The principal sources of silver in Canada are the base-metal ores,

mainly those containing copper, lead and zinc, either in the secondary or

complementary form. Conisequently, only a small proportion cornes


