
• You may be legally required to 
register for military service and 
to respond to call-up orders in 
the country of your other 
nationality. This obligation may 
be enforced even if you are just 
visiting that country and 
permanently reside in Canada. 
Some countries do not accept 
ignorance as an excuse for failure 
to comply. The consequences 
could be imprisonment or 
immediate induction into military 
service the next time you arrive in 
the country or attempt to leave. 
Even dual citizens who have 
passed the age for military 
service may be considered 
defaulters for failing to report 
at the required time. 

Lucia lived in Canada for more 
than 30 years before returning 
to Uruguay As a dual citizen, it 
never occurred to her that she 
was liable to pay  taxes  in 
Uruguay  for  income earned in 
Canada and that she was 
considered a tax evader in the 
land of her birth. 

Dual Citizenship  

• You could have tax obligations 
not only in Canada but also in 
the country of your second 
citizenship. Taxation arrange-
ments between countries are 
complex, and you should discuss 
these obligations with your 
financial and/or legal advisers. 

• You might be subject to 
increased scrutiny by 
immigration and security 
officials if you travel with more 
than one passport. You could be 
questioned about missing entry 
or exit stamps, as well as your 
reason for having two travel 
documents. In some countries, 
possession of a second passport 
could result in its confiscation or 
a fine. You may even be prevented 
from leaving the country. 


