
Political Change

Hearing Women 's Voices

The presence of women at ail levels of decision-making is crucial for the peaceful

transition of war-tomn societies. a recent United Nations Study on women in politics and

decision-rnaking in the late twentieth century outlines five basic reasons why the political

participation of women in democracies is essential;

l)Women constitute at least haif of any population and should be represented proportionaly.
The recognition of women's rights to full citizenship must be reflected in their effective
participation at the various levels, of political life. There cannot be truc democracy where women
are virtually excluded from positions of power.
2)Women's under representation can be dangerous for the legitimacy of the democratic systemn
since it distances elected representatives from their electorate and more particularly from the
women among their electors. The legitimate value of the outcome of political decision-making is
thus flot the same for both men and women. This may give rise to public mistrust towards the
representative system.
3)Political participation involves articulating, providing and defending interests. Women are
conditioned to have différent social roles, functions and values. It is reasonable to believe that
women are more aware of their own needs and are therefore better able to press for them.
Women are more aware, for exaxnple, of the need to have control over their own bodies and
therefore access to family planning; to have proper provision for the care of children and of
others who are physically dependent; and to have more protection against sexual violence and


