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lI 2006 nuining resources above the feeding level of the old SeweIl concentrator will be depieted, and
at that time it wili be necessary to decide on their replacement by a more modem unit li Colôn the tecbnicai
and economic feasibility of transporting mninerai up to the concentrator.

Information on the equipment used in Teniente May be found li Directory XI.2, Equipment Inveitory.

11.2.1.8 Challenges to Codelco.
Uecreased productivity, increased costs, Iower grade midnerais and depletion of deposits are the main

problems faced by Codeico at present.
lnvestments mnade by Codelco have flot been excessive. Extraction methods have not vanied signiflcantly

with respect to methods used 15 to 20 years ago. Operations have been rationalized, economnies of scale have been
introduced, and the use of facilities bas been intensified. The most important tecbnological contribution bas
consisted of obtaining higher productivity using existing equipment. Availability of equipment has increased,
with adequate programmed maintenance, and marginal investrnents bave been Made.

Most of the xiew developments are based on conventional tecbnology, and the Most important ones
bave been the solution to the probiemn of miànerai treatment at Exôtica - today Mina Sur - and the smelting
system at El Tenienite.

Other problems that are expected in the future involve the increased impurities and other metallic
elements that wiil appear as exploitation takes place at greater depths, which will require the development
of contrai and recovery methods. Perhaps exaggeratedly, it bas been said that Chuquicamata now contains
more arsenic than copper.

The solution ta these difficulties has raised operating costs li ail Corporate Divisions. Average costs
of producing a pound of copper bave increased, from USC 48 in 1985 to USC 60.25 in 1991.


