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she perchance hope that hie wouid disregard her
bot words and plead forgiveness? If so, she
was disappointed. When Sheo came down to
breakfast she found the fire lighited and the
milk strained as usual; and lie was standing,
very tail and strange looking, by the kitchen
table.

&"I j ust wanted to say one word te you," said
hie, net raising bis eyes, glowering at the bue-
kie on her boit. "Y ou don't need te ick yeur
door ; I wouldn't toucli yeu with a ten-foot
pole, 110W 1 know yeu think more ef another
mani than yeu do of me!"

Aggie's lips parted, yet she did net speak.
She did think more of Adarn, wlie was always
kind te beasts, thanl of this torturer of hier dog.
And whiie she hesitated, he darted at lier oe
strange, tormented look and strede away.

Thon began awoeful life. Ned threw hinse1f
doggedly jute work. Most ef the tirne lie did
not speak te hier at al; but occasionaily an ex-
cess of anger weuid possoss hlm, makmnghim.
almost l1ke a inaniac. Hoe neyer laid his hands
on lier, but once hoe cruelly fiogged Jump be-
cause lie wouid net go back to the liouse at bis
command. Another time lie flung boiling
water on the deg for ceming into the kitchen
with muddy feot. Ho bad said the last tirne,
that lie didn't mean te bit the dog. The first
tinie his enly remark was, " Tbat'll teach him.
te mind next time."

Yet lie was not always unkind, thougli nover
pleasant and gentie any more. One day sie
found a great box on the table, and ranged be-
side it a dozen cups et the exact pattern and
sizo of those that had been broken. A note
was open ou ene of the cups. It read:

"These are as good as those that feilow gave.
I wouid bave sent them sooner, but tbey bad te
send away f)r them."

Aggie had experienced a movement et for-
givencss, almost of attraction toward bimi.
But itt supper hoe bore the saine lowerlng brow
and rigid moutb that she had grown to fear,and lier carefully-studied words of kindness
ebbed away frein lier lips, as bfrds fly at the
siglit of a liunter's gun. Her band held the
newv teacup toward hlm, trembling.

I'Vm obliged for the cups," she said. Feax
miade ber veico cold.

-That's ail riglit," lie said. In a minute lie
added, " Did you count thom ?

"No," faltered sile.
"There's twe extra fer those tliore, holding

fiowers," said lie, " and I want tbem."l
4 LWhy, Ned, " she asked, " wlat's the harm

of keeping them? "
"No harm, mnaybe; it's jest my littie notion."

Se saying, lie made twe strides te th.. window
where pansies bloomed in a teacup lacking only
a ha eand a saucer wf th but a slight nick ;
cup and saucer lie took up in bis band. First
lie dropped thie cup on the newspaper which
she saw bad been spread on the floor, and
grotnnd bis beel into plant and china until they
were a shapeiess mnass; next, hoe flung dewn tosaucer te splinter it, in the saine f&shion.
Somethingý in lis face, in his cold f ury, friglit-
ened bis wite. She was silent.

" I don't want any ef that fool's truck
aroundl!" said lie, sitting down at the table.
Hie rite in morose dumbness; but she uoticed-
what sile miglit bave noticed before, bad cie
been older-that lie showed lier a certain doter-
ence and obs6rvance. lier plate was never
empty that lie did net prolter soetliing te re-
fill it. Hoe lifted the lieavy teakettle and
poured the water into the dishpan after supper.
He carried the pans of milk juite the icehocuse
wliere they were kept. He always fihled the
icebox in the pantry and the woodbox in the
kitchen. And until to-day sitehad at east kept
her domestic misery te lerseif. lu eerespect,
tee, ber liusband liad net disappointed lier; bis
kiuness te lier people was ail she had boped it
would bce, and more. There lad gene over te
the farm, whcere lier fa ther lived rent free, a
continuai overflow from Bruice's plenty. Jonas
bad a colt et bis ewn. Rer mother had Brali-
mas and Plymouth Rock fowls amen g he barn-
yard plebians ef thie leaner days. Sie never
wvore but she centinually gloried in a black silk
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boughit hier by lier son-in-iaw. iEvery time
Aggie saw lier mother's face, wvith its new look
of placid satisfaction, she resolved afresh net
te complain. And Bruce bad beiped bier. Did
Mrs. 1tebbins cerne, ho wouid aiways detain
lier for the next inoal. flnrin& the meal lie
miglit be grave, but lie was neither cross nor
sul.len, and sometimos lie spoke te Aggie almost
in his old manner.

" There ain't ne need et pestering the old lady
withi our biekerings," lie said.

Atterward she wisbod she liad tbanked him.
for showing bier that mucli consideration, but
at the time bier misery choked bier.

She get upi restless in lier agony, and began
te wal the ,loor. As she pased the window,
the pictures outside troze hor into a state et
chili friglit. A peaceful ficture a stranger
iniglit bave called it-the o (.-fashioned gardon
flooded with tranquil, evening liglit, and darkiy
sbaped against the glow, bis figure rimmed by
the setting sun, a mani leaning on a axe hiandie.
Over the fonce clambered a dog with a woight
danglingat bis beeis. The.weiglit-wichwas
sucli as is used te hold gentl&lihorses-caugbt
on the fonce and kept the deg captive, writbing
and bowling. Aggie understood it ail in a
flash. Adam lad lot the dog eut ef the wagon
whule hoe was waiting fer the train, and Jump
lad draggcdlus weigrt a il the way borne. Her
heart was in lier mouth, poumding her breath
away, as she loeked at the faithful, uxoek crea-
ture struggiing te crawl up te the teet of the
mani witb the axe.

"He'il killi lm! Ho saidhe would kil].him!"
she saîd. Useloss as she knew ber interces-
sien te be, she tottered te tlie door-and stopped.

A most amazing thing liad happened. T he
axe lay on the ground and Ned was patting
Jump's head. Ris band slippod down te the
deg's neck-- Junîp ail the time wagging bis tai.

se vio tl y Ag ie could leur the thurnps on
th grouudad sap and coilar fell to-ether

Bruce wavcd bis baud, saylng somet1ing ai
which. the hound bounded away, te burst
through the spring door and jump joyonsiy on
bis mistress.

Bruce remained, lis head sunk on blis breast,
in the attitude et eue pondering deep]y. At
iast le shook huînsei and walkJdbrisly up te
his own door. lie entered, but did net corne
mute the dining roorn, going directly upstairs.
She coula hear himu rnoving about lu the cham-
ber whicb lie new occupied.

Whiat did it mean? *Wbat would hoe de
next? Memories stirred in lier hoart of the
days wheu lie lad been kind, wheu silo had net
shrunk from him, when even a tiinid affection
and a pride, that was very sweet, in his rnuy
strength and daring hiad begun te console bier.
She brushed away tboughts and visions; she
cried eut that she bated hM, and always hated
him, but bis eyes would seem te chiine again as
they had once or twice ; she toit a kiss timid as
passionate on lier liair, and, iu a mixture et
feelings she coula net vnderstand, found the
toars roiling dewn lier cheks. His stop)
areusedhler. le waspassingthrougb the bail.
Ilastily she driod lier eyes. Ho did net coe
in. She saw hilu going tbrough. the yard,
wearing the good ciethes lie alw-ays wore te
tewu. "Ho is goingte tewu;lIarnglad, Iarn
glad,» said she. And as she rose and went
again te the window sie repeatod, "I1 arn glad.
1 wish he'd stay."

But iu a minute she had loft thtle windew and
gone eut on the piazza te ring the bell. " He
ougît te bave something te eat beforî lie gees"
-se she excusod lier action te berseîf.

He was bail way te the baru, wheve a bail
lad stôppeà him. DBéind the honeysuckie
Aggie unseen lerseif, could sec Adam Hull's
herses trotting up te thie gate, lIn the wagon
beside Adam, sat bis wite, shielding lier new
blue outing suit with ber busliând's linon dus-
ter, and slipping ber arms eut of the duster as
she drew lu siglit of the bouse.

" She wiil bave te kuow 1" thouglit the poor
wvife. She lingered and did net step out;
theugli why sieo waited sieo hardly knew.
Bruce stepped upto the wagon. Ho spoke with
perfect calmnss and civility.

" I was just going te hunt yen up, Huil.
Good evenmng, Mrs. 1-JuIl." lie removed bis
bat. "Say, Hull, the deg You toek came back,
and1Iwas glad enough teseehim. I gotinoe
et my fool tempers rit him for chasing a little
sick chicken that's a pet and follows me about;
and I wanted te eut the lieart eut et him. My
wife puuished me just rigît by giving hlm
away. But 1 guess sile punisled herseif, tee;
and, anyhow, when the toiler came brick, and,

ye migt say, begged my pardon, I fot ail-
nre cherp-""Dd i get brick? cried Mrs. Hull. "I1

told Adami that was where he'd gone."
" Yes, ma'amn. Hie camne brick with the

weight on him-couidu't, keep him, and the
liappiest dog you ever saw teget back! Now,
tbat's wbat l'in ceming te. I'd like te buy that
doi goe yeu, Hfull, l'vo a Hereford omit-"

Adam înterpesed bastily, withithe warrnth et
a mueh-reiieved man. " Oh, take him, yeu'ro
welcome-you sc, we keep chickens. tee."

" We wouldn't have hlm. fer a gif t il you
ain't going tebr lm h d lu Mrs. Hlull,

"Isalnover lick i m again," sriid Bruce
very sterniy, " but look horo, you've got te take
that Hereford cait. Your wife eau take it if
yen, weu't. Say, Mrs. Hull, just corne ever te
the barn and look at it once!"1

She accepted the caif, whicli Adam bad tain
declined; but she would net stay te supper.
Ned and lis wif o ate the nteal alone and almost
in total silence. Neither of them had anyappe-
tite. Atter supper Ned, as usuai, flled Aggie's
dish pans and thon weut eut iu the yard. He
was gene se long that the dishes wore wmslhed
and lis wife's brownl boid was bout oer bier
sewing lu a white halo et lamipliglit when hoe
stood ou the threshold.

lie looked at her tbus for a few moments-
lis handsorne, dark face working-before lie
eutered. le did net notice, being strongly
moved, that she thrust lier werk imite the bas-
ket near bier ; but hoe did notice bier frightened
eyes and how she haif rose at lis outrance, as
if for a stranger. His inouth quivered a littie.
But wben hoe spoke his voice was gentie and
sad. " Aggie," said ho, " wben I get mad I
dou't know wh'at 1'm doi g ; and 1 got mad at
Jump. 1 was angry rit other tbings, tee. 1
aiu't-I aiu't s0 atigry now. I'in sorry. 1
bouglit the (log back frorn Huli. Ho ain't
Hlll's dog anynie. he'siiiine. Will you take
hlm. for a present frein nie? linover lick hlm
agaîn. Willyeu?"

Aggie did net look iip yet, " Yes, Ned," site
said, and she added a tiimuid " thiarmîk you."
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