e e

.

May 3rd, 1895.1

por.t in favour of a scheme of Government superannuation,
which is in the main approved by 7%he Schoolmaster, the
organ of the National Union of Elementary Teachers. The
scheme thus recommended provides for superannuation pay-
ll}e‘nts to the teachers who become qualified under its pro-
‘713.10118, from three sources, the income derivable from these
bemg termed annities, pensions, and auxiliary pensions,
'éspectively. The annuities are provided for by compulsory
Yearly contributions from teachers, the State pensions from
?\lnds provided by the Government, on a scale graded accord-
n.‘g to the number of years spent in the service. The annui-
F“*.S and the State pensions together constitute the superannu-
'_"tloll income proper. The auxiliary pensions are intended
tf"' those who break down between the ages of fifty and
Sf"ty-ﬁve. the latter being the age of compulsory superannua-
tl_(’n- The scheme is hailed, as we have said, by the organ
Oi the elementary teachers, with much satisfaction, on behalf
oF those whom it represents. We fancy such a scheme
Yould not find much favour with teachers in this Western
lti;ﬁg:t?ﬁlzzza;;:wt ‘){11)’ m;bit ';u'irly tax.es their sczm.t‘y
it g their consent, Jut')eca.use it nc?ual]y 1111!1-
Sal&:;e*:ﬂ‘:]o}ﬂd easﬂy. be show‘n, against the lewgc.) increase in

S which they justly claim and the possession of which

wo . . .
uld enable them to safeguard much more effectively their
oWn futures,

The loan of two and a half wmillions of dol-
lars, said to have been pledged by the Ot-
m g tawa Adm.inistt ation to a certain Company,
sty eVOan to be ex'nployed in therconsbruction of the firsg
Caugg: of the px'OJecte(J' Hu(‘ison Bay Railway, is likely to
ar;'a: a good deal of discussion, and prove not a little em-

ived S8Ing to the G.overnment. One needs really to have
reals 4 year or two in the Northwest in order to he able to
1ze fully all that such a road in prospect, or even in hope

The Hudson Bay
Rﬂ.il“m,y~

Meany t 4 dweller on the prairie. If it be true, as alleged
E\}:e::nfm? that the Hu(.lson’s Straits are navigable for six, or
a“lIrinOf: four months in the season, the prospect is certairly

g to the North-West farmer. That question of fact is
B € first which should be authoritatively settled. This can

ard ;
ly he done save by years of careful observation and ex-

beriy . .
nent.  Assuming, moreover, that question to have been

decided . . . .
ded in the affirmative, it surely is not or would not be

Necpgen )
essary t6 bonus the road up to or beyond the full mea-

Sure of iy pr

o ospective cost, which, over the level prairie, at
ast, w

an thzui(llb (t)l(;gre can be 1o (%oubt‘, be considerably less
‘0"el‘mnt;nnt lynu%t L'LL(;:'laljchltl;::lw;lsoll:'el:f' t;n(?fw *mlkte'( 1 (;f I'f
Shoulg e $ .( , - S construce 101'1 1t

east build the road as public property, thus doing

AWay
™ ‘y With all the unfairness and uncertainty arising from
Winge

f]

°Mpan
pl‘ise.

handed over that road with its immense value to a
¥ which had risked nothing of its own in the enter-
If the people have to pay for the roads let the people

Own ¢
ang };em, or at least have security for expenditures,
& decidj ice i i
noe v ONEPS - 1 QR v
Tagey, 1g voice in the matter of freight and passenger

; 1;4,' Befour anq The a,p.prehensions which were ahroad in
. " Champera;, OPposition circles a W(?ek or two since, of a
Q Atnbeply break-up of the alliance hetween Mr,
®ffoctiye) aln .and the Conservative leaders, has been pretty
remal‘ka,bz qulete-d, for the present at }east, by t.he somewhat
ation ang e. effusiveness of Mx Balfour s e'xpre'ssu)n of admir-
By melegard for the Umonlsb leader, in luﬁ speech at the

Meeting of the Primrose League, on Friday last. This
18 believed to have saved the Opposition from the
T of a rupture of the alliance which is their main hope
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of victory in the coming struggle. But the speech is also taken
to mean that, in the event of the Predicted Conservative and
Unionist victory, the Unionist leader will be found leading
the victorious parties in a programme which will involve, in
addition to his well-known projects of local reform, the carry-
ing out of the scheme of Local Government for Ireland to
which he was formerly committed, and which was replaced
by the more radical policy of Mr. Gladstone, in 1885,
Serious doubts are, however, entertained as to whether some
of the stronger of the old-fashioned Tories can be induced to
submit to his leadership in such a matter. Seldom has the
future of political parties in England been so uncertain as at
the present moment, when it is quite among the possibilities
that the Governimment may be defeated and an appeal to the
country determined on hefore these lines go to press, while
it is eqnally possible, judging from the history of the session
thus far, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer may carry
his party safely through the session and appeal to the country
with all the prestige which belongs to a successful adminis-
tration asking for a renewal of the public confidence. Thus
far, it must be admitted, Sir William Harcours has gained
ahout as much as Lord Rosebery has lost in reputation for
capacity in leadership. If the good luck which has followed
the former thus far, continues till the end of the session, he
will go to the country with a powerful influence of a reputa-
tion for success.
To a mighty and magnanimous nation no-
The British &t thing can be much more distasteful than to
Corinto. o
find itself obliged to employ foree in order
to protect its subjects against the insults and ageressions of
some feeble state. There is neither glory nor gain in such
an operation. And yet it seems to he sometimes necessary—
a national duty, in fact. Much as we may dislike such epi-
sodes in the national history, it is really ditlicult to see what
else Great Britain could have done in the case of Venezuela.
It would never do to permit the petty Republic, because of
its insignificance, to maltreat British citizens, to say nothing
of British officialy, with mmpunity.  One of the first duties
of a great nation is to protect its citizens in all parts of the
world. It would be almost impossible to overestimate how
much it means for civilization, for commerce, for humanity,
in all parts of the world, that the simple words,  Tam a
British subject ” should have power, not only to ensure pro.
per treatment by the civilized, but even to check the rage
and cruelty of the semi-barbarian, in all parts of the world.
What then was to be done with “ insignificant, insolent, im-
pudent, arrogant, and anarchical Nicaragua,” if we may ven-
ture to borrow from the opulent vocabulary of the St. James’
Gazette, save to take the affair into its own hands and com-
pel the payment of a fine for the past misconduct, leaving
the memory of the smart to serve as a warning in the future?
The impertinent little Republic has managed, certainly, to
play a pretty sharp trick upon the British tars, by leaving
them to collect the required indemnity from an empty city
and a closed port.  The joke is not a bad one, albeit a little
trying to John Bull’s temper. But that will be held in check,
while sole other means of collecting the fine is heing found.
Meanwhile he laughs best who laughs last. Britain’s method
of procedure, to her honour be it spoken, has been a model of
forbearance, which sheuld have its effect upon on-lookers.

It now appears that che story upon which

Hyp Z‘;::‘: anrd  we commented last week, of the Kansas
judge who was said to have ordered the

conviction of a man alleged to have caused another to commit
murder while under hypnotic influence, was “ purely a fake,”
though it was telegraphed all over the country and was given




