
THE WEEK

cluded in the terme of the resolution, no
one, en far as we can discover, seemed to
have any expectation that such an arrange-
ment could become possible in the near
future. Mr. Foster himself relegated it te
that dim and distant time when Great Bri-
tain shall have forsaken her free-trade policy
and put duties upon the products of f oreign
countries. It is true that at a later
period in the Conference Mr. Foster
moved and supported a resolution
declaning IlThat this Conference record its
belief in the advisabulity and practical possi-
bulity of a customs arrangement between
Great Britain and lier colonies, by which
trade within the Empire may be placed on
a more favourable footing than that whicli
is carried on with foreign countries."

But this resolution, whicli was evidently
diaapproved thougli net, of course, directly
opposed, by Lord Jersey, in an address in
whicli le called attention to the effect that
sucob a change would have upon the more
t han seventy-six per cent. of Great Britain'e
trade which ie carried on with foreign
counitries, was strongly opposed by several
members of the Conference,and was carried,
on division, only by a majority of five te
tliree, the delegates voting by colonies, as
follows

Yeas-Canada, Tasmania, Cape of Good
Hope, South Australia, Victoria-5.

Nays-New South Wales,New Zealand,
Queensland-3.

Under such circum8tances it inight
lie questioned, thougli the question
was not,we believe, raised in the discussion,
whether the inclusion of Great Britain in
the resolution may not lie harinful rather
than belpful to the obtaining cf the conces-
sion asked for on behalf cf the colonies as
amongst theinselves.

A rather interesting phase cf the discus-
sion wae developed in connection with the
exception taken by Hon. Mr. Playford

* (South Australia) te tbe admission cf
Frencb winee under the new treaty into

* Canada at lower rates of duty than those
granted te Australians and other fcllow-
colonists. Hon. Mr, Foster, in hie expla-
nation, removed the misapprehension tbat
Canada had by the treaty pledged herself te
give better rates te France than te the
colonies, or lad put it eut cf lier power te
give te ber sister colonies or other countries
equally favourable terme. But, in intimat-
ing that this would be done only in return
for some equivailent, lie was obliged te take
the ground that sucli a matter muet bie
*dealt with as a purely business transaction,
and that the sisterly or coueinly relation cf
the colonies would have ne effect in facili-
tating it. Nor could lie obviate the furtber
objection that by the treaty Canada lias put
herseif, for ths present at leaet, in the posi-

* tien of admitting certain products of France
at lower rates of duty than tbose imposed

* upon similar preducte of Australia or other
colonies, or tlie further objection that she
h as aise put it eut of lier power,
Uinder the treaty, te give preferential

treatment te lier sister colonies in regard
te producte included. in the treaty. It
seeme pretty clear, therefore, that the abro-
gation of the treaty with France muet pre.
cede the ratification of any preferential
treaty with, e. g., South Australia.

The discussion cf the Pacific Cable rese-
lution served te show, on the one band,
the great usefuinees, if not absolute neces-
eity, of sucli a cable te the succeseful carry-
ing eut of any scheme for materially in-
creaeing trade and interceurse between the
antipedean colonies, and on the other, the
plentiful lack of the data necessary te any
intelligent action ]coking te the imimediate
or early construction of sucli a cable. Two
important resolutione were passed:

Fir8t. "lThat, in the opinion cf this
Conference, immediate stepe should be
taken te provide telegraphic communications
by cable, free frem foreign control, between
the -Dominion cf Canada and Australasia."

Second. IlTbat the imperial Gevera-
ment be requeeted te undertake at the
earliest possible moment, and te prosecute
with aIl possible speed, a thorougli survey
of the proposed cable route between Canada
and Australia ; the expense te be borne in
equal proportion by Great Britain, Canada
and the Australasian colonies."

Considerable stress wae laid by one or

two cf the delegates, in the course cf this dis-
cussion, upon the importance cf sucli a cable
to the safety cf the Empire, as a means cf
preserving communication with the MUother
Country in case cf war. Lord Jersey, how-
ever, in hie very cool-headed and business-
like way, suggested that the question cf
strategy miglit lie left to the military and
.naval authorities cf the Empire. He, toc,
tempered the enthusiasin cf those delegates
wlio were anxious to have the Conference
pledge itself te sonie action lookîng te the
immnediate commencement cf the werk cf
construction, by pointing out the impossi-
bility cf taking any sucli action, pending the
determination cf route and approxiniate
cost by surveyg. lie further very natur-
ally desired to have some definite informa-
tion for his Government teuching the ex-
tent to which the delegates were prepared
to pledge their respective Governments to
share in the cost cf laying the cable, eaying
that it would seem net unlikely that the
Imperial Government, befere undertaking
the survey, would wish te know whether
there was something to lie done after the
survey was made. Probably the ofler of the
delegates, embodied in the subsequent reso-
lution, te pay two:thirde cf the coet cf sur-
vey may have been thouglit sufficient guar-
antee cf the determination cf the Colonies
te go on with the work. In tbe saine
sensible, bueiness-like spirit, Lord Jersey,
at another stage of the debate, desired to
lie furnislied with facte throwing some liglit
upon the nature and extent cf the intercel-
onial trade likely to bie developed by means
of the proposed preferential trade arrange-
ments, which the celonies were asking per-
mission te make amongst tliemselveH. The
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answer to this reasonab)le request 8e 8 W
have been to some extent f urnished in the
course of an informa] discussion whicb took

place at the last session of the Çonferelce
We quote from the summary publiBlhedîn
the Glob~e:

4Mr. Suttor enumerated as the articles
which Australia would have to sell'Faa
wool, which ie produced in immense quanti'
ties ; frozen beef and mutten, which can, ljE
got in Sydney for two cents a pound, and
which cost 12 and 14 cents a pound in
British Columbia ; canned meats, rag bides
and skins, including kangaroo andrabi
skins ; bard wocds for railway tlesan
street paving ; fruits, such as leOI01'1
oranges and mandarins, butter and sugar.
Among the things which could be taken
from Canada would be paper, On which
there is no duty in bis colony, and Whiob la

not made in Australia ;cotton goods j which

are free in New South Wales, and frol 50

and canned salmon. Mr. Lee Smith u'ged
that the Canadian tariff le altered 80 as to
give cross-bred wools the saine advant,%geo
as merino, and stated that the MaseY'
Harris Company having shippedl 4,000 cUlt'«
vators from Toronto to New zealand, Nqe<
Zealand sbould seli Canada woolen goo5
and lie askc d for treatinent that would Place
lier in a better positioni than those of France
and Germany. In addition, N,.ew ZafO
could seli superior gum and flax, that makes

excellent binder twine ;basils' skins wbiA
he asked to bie put on the free list,"n
rabbit skins. New Zealand could purchase
frozen Ealmon, hops and paper. Other
articles mentioned wbich could lie bOugbt
from Canada were rough timber, matches
and petroleuim ; while among the articles
which it was boped miglit lie exported tO
Canada were wine, copper, tin, silVer, bfcbfr

de-mier and tobacco. Sir Henry de Vlir
said that the Cape could offer weOl, d'a'
monde, wine and fruit, whule it could take

lumber, which wvill lie wanted in future iii

large quantities in the mines agriltua
implements an ae.Tediscussionl
closed with speeches by Mr. Foster and NIr*
Bowell. Mr. Fosýter was incliined to tbiflk
that some trade could be done In butter in
British Columbia, and also in mut0Ofhl,

in fruit there were great possibil'tieS and
Canada could also buy sugar, and os5 sibY
woolo, while lie thougt; elle CouId ,I

lumber, canned and frczen fish, paper, paint
and cotton. Australian tobacce seened '0
lie unsuitable. Mr. Bowell spoke in favOr
more expressly of the fruit trade."
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CANADIAN LITERATURE.

CHAPTER 1. (C'oïtinued).

The Canadian Brothiers, or the Fto
phecy FulfilIed, is the sequel to Jf4510?1W'
To tbose who deliglit in curiosities it 0151
be interesting te know that the editor 0O
the Lilerary Garland (Vol. 1) speaks Of on
unpublished manuscript novel by the tal'
ented Major iRichardson as being a fittîng
conclusion to Wacou8ta. In the 4r,
number, 1839 (Vol. 1), there ap eal'5

chapter entitled "Jeremiah Iebruý
and in the April number of the saine f
stili anotber chapter, this tiîne under tl
titie, IlThe Settier, or the PropiecY F
filled." Evidently the author was at a 0
what name te give the work, which WaY l
caused him to publish it under the laternlet
"Matilda Montgomerie. "

The principal characters are the0,1o
dian brothers, Gerald and Henry GralitbB0l'


