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n CURRENT TOPICS.
8Ep; —
A fu:' 83 woll ag Great Britain, has a
S, 006 Ruleon her hands. The
e° 1y of “resolute government
he t]::bficessful for the moment in
"bulence of the Young Czechs,
:t‘“m has led to the disturb-
, e!!evere measures as the sue-
\% of o8 Bohemian Constitution, or
:’mlib ® sections of it which guar-
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bllge Y of the press and of public

“dgf““tic;;nd the right of trial by jury
\Q:Ont f OffeFCGS, together with the

iy u(:r high treason of the ring-
\q a ® demonstrations against the
\“l"le u,y quell} the disturbances for
\ ‘g beg. But the safety-valve can-
\::Q'“Pt theld down with impunity.
N&gpir: Suppress by sheer force the
Nhlhia Yong of 4 people who cherish

o :'y and traditions, can scaroely
Utly successful in these times.

The state of foeling;which manifested itself
in mutilating the statue of the Ewmperor
and trampling upon the flag of the Empire,
bodes no good for the future integrity of
the country. Hitherto the hostile demon-
strations, as well as the extreme demands,
have been confined to the Young Czechs,
the Old Czechs having consented to accept
the compromige offered by the Emperor
last year, under which the Czech element
of the nation was to be recognized almost
equally with the other in the poiitical
crganization of the country.  The Young
Czechs, who are said to be rapidly gaining
in numbers and strength, rejected this
compromise. Should the stern, repressive
measures now taken have the not improb-
able effect of uniting the Old and the Young
to make common cause, the situation may
yet become decidedly a source of weakness
if not of danger in the Empire.

We dare say that many of our readers,
especially those who may have more or less
to do with public aftairs, or who may some-
times write on current topics, have been
often placed at a disadvantage for the want
of some reliable record of important events
which have not yet receded far enough into
the background to have become matters of
history. The occurrences of ten or twenty
or fifty years ago have probably heen re-
corded in permanent form, and when he
will he may refer to them, But concern-
ing the events of a few weeks or months
ago he may find it very difficult to gain any
reliable details, unless he was careful to
preserve cumbersome newspaper files, and
to collect them from this source, even when
the papers are within reach, is, for obvious
reasons, a laborious task. For the relief
and aid of such inquirers a class of mag-
azines has lately comse into existence
which promise to be exceedingly helpful.
The latest, and in many respects the best
of these which we have seen, is ‘ The
Cyclogedic Review of Current History,”
the second quarterly volume of which for
1893 has recently come to hand. 1In this
review we have the lrading events of the
quarter presented in the order of their jm-
portance, as indicated by the attention
given to them at the time of their occur-
rence in the newspapers. These are follow-
ed by well-written historical summaries of
International Affairs, Affairs in America,
Affairs in Europe, Affairs in Asia, and
Affairs in Africs, the whole concluding
with a chapter on Science, Literature and
Miscellany. So far as a cursory inspection

enables us to form an opinion, the articles
are carefully prepared and reliable. There
may, perhaps, be a little lack of proportion
in the amount of space given to American
affairs, but, on the whole, the magezine is
a great boon to all who kave occasion to
recall facts and incidents of recent history,
and who may have neither the material nor
the time necessary for the slow process of
original inspection of documents,

The * filibustering ” which still delays
the passing of the Silver-Repeal Bill by the
United States Senate is becoming a very
gerious matter. It has notably, almost die-
astrously, checked the return of industrial
activity and business confidence which be-
gan to manifest themselves so promptly on
the passage of the Repeal Bill by the House
of Representatives, The Gordian Knot
before Congress and before the American
people is the same one, in a slightly ditfer-
ent form, which was cut, not untied, by the
ruthless application of the closure in the
British Commons. If it is agreed that in a
free country it is of the essence of a repres-
entative or democratic system of govern-
ment that the majority rule, the time has
evidently come when it is necesrary to de-
vige some new mchinery for enabling it to
do so. Just now it is very plainly the will
of the minority that is ruling in the Senate
Chamber at Washington and throughout
the nation. The right of full and free die-
cugsion i3 one thing, the right of a parlia-
mentary minority to compel] the Parliament
and the nation to stop and listen indefinitely
to their speeck-making, is another and very
different thing. There are two radically
different kinds of debate, When a qualified
representative of a section of the people
speaks from conviction and with a view to
influencing the opinion and action of those
who hear him, reason and right demand
that the majority within and without the
walls should listen. When, on the other
hand, he speaks simply for the purpose of
obstructing and delaying a measure approv-
ed by the majority, reason and right de-
mand no less emphatically that he should
not be heard. Two practical difficulties
present themcelves; firet, how to deter-
mine the line at which the one kind of

speaking ceases and the other begins;
second, how to put & stop to the wrong
kind of speaking. A ready but imperfect
way of meeting, to a certain extent, both
conditions, is to fix a generous limit or
time at which the speaking must cease and
the vote be taken., The method is harsh
and defective, but no better has yet been
proposed.



