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of France abroad, as an omnipotent agen-
¢y for propagating the political and
material Interests of France. M. de Ma-
hy j& a Republican also of that school.

The Oaks Day at Chantilly proved a
great deception for the betting world, as,
contrary to the straightest tips, the worst
mare won. Those who ran down for the
sake of the jourmey and the walk in the
forest, pald dear for their pleasure; on
that day ther2 was a down-pour of rain,
which made agricultural hearts beat
with joy. The betting evil is extend-
ing more and more; by making it an of-
ticlal institution the government, through
the ¢ Totalisers,” has got rid of swindlers,
but thig security that bets will b2 safe
when placed, and paid if winningz, cnly
develops the pass'on for gzambling the
mere.

Nearly every one is familiar with the
detalls of the private life of T.eon Tolstol.
There is  mothing really extraordinary
about it beyond the factthat Tolstoliis a
very rich lamdcwner, who, instead of
living ltke a Dives, exists as a mouiik
or Russian peisant. He takes a bath
every morning at five c’clock in his tub,
then sips a cup of stronz coffee, writes
for a few hours, emnjoys a nap hefore his
first dinner, them takes part In agii:ul-
ioral or trade work, e'ther on iils own ac-
count or to asslst a nelghbour.
vegetarian, a hydropot, and an
baceo man. He wears jmrmense boots,
not greased or blacked, but tarred l'ke
a ghlp’s bottom; he wears no stockings,
hay does duty for these, He doesmot un
dress and turn into b3d, but passeg the
night In a long arm chair, as troopers
would do on the ground. One is prepared
for Tolsto! supplying all his own wants,
but it was a little new to learn that he
made his own butter and cheese Admir-
ers ought to present h'mm with a cream-
er and an electric churn—the latter is
common im Chicago.

It is said that all good young men in
Paris are botanists, tranquil and senti-
mental as was Jean Jacques Roussean.
Perhaps after photographers, the most
numerous parties of young men who go
imto the ccuntry on Sundays, are the hot-
anists. Ladies are permitted to join, and
the chief of th? exeursion is a professor
o! botany. The railway companles grant
tickets at simgle fares—a good innova-
~tien to note.  An authorized little guide
recommending in all

e is a
anti-to-

Yok im published,
the suburbs tound tha city, a restaurant
or hotel, at whieh to repos> amd refresh
the immer man; the proprietors of these
establishments make a reduction of prices
on presentation of the raillway ticket, or

a card of sotiety membership. If a pho-
to club be encountered, it must ‘‘snap
the botanists Imstantaneously.” Z.

The prize of bravery is contested by
at least three competitors, the bull-dog,
the falcon, and the fighting-cock, but
there is po reasonable doubt that the
South Amerjcan capuchin-monkey can
claim the championship of cowardice; the
mere sight of an inanimate object is enough
to frighten him Into a fit of extrava-
gant jumps and contortlons. Timidity
would hardly be an adeguate word; if. his
conduct In captivity cam be accepted as
a test of his mental constitution, the
Cebus capucious seems to pass his life
in a delirium o! abject terror, with rare
and short equanimous intervals.
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CHAUCER.
With May-day in his blood thro’ all the
year, : .
The same that gives the skylark
stronger wing,
And brings the hawthorn to its blos-
soming,

What wonder we that wondrous voice
still hear?
Yet praise is due, and love, and rev’rence
dear, .
To him—the city clerk—the sylvan king,
And now behold this flower—a little
thing—
We fetch to wateh it wither on his bier!

. While “smale fowles maken melodie” and

while
The daisy fair, that threw o’er him her
spell,
L.ooks up to heaven with her old-time
smile,

The human tongue, taught by the

heart, must tell . .

The thirsting world, of this pellueid
well ]

Of Saxon speech that Time may not defile.
T'lover Miils, Ont. ROBERT ELLIOT.
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PRAIRIE HOMES ON THE FRQNTIER.

A prairie summer iapdscape is made up
of grass and sky. Rolling ground there is
in places, and blulis near the rivers. You
may see a tree in a huandred mile ride,
bul probably you will not. In July,
wild roses bloom in the grass, and other
flowers are not rare,earlier and later. But
thége you do mot note in a general view,
Here there, all about, is the grass only?
and above Is the sky, that is all

It was chiefly from. this lack of any
picturesque surrounding of hills and trees,
that the homes of the prairie settlers seem-
ed to us at first o blenk and desolate.
The houses are small, and are set down
in the middle of immensity, without so

much as currant bush near them. There
are no outbuildings worth speaking of,
and no fence about the dwelling. There

is no yard or garden, no fields or lanes,
ne bonndaries or limits anywhbhere.

With us in the older lands, a definite
environment of some kind seems to enter
into cur idea of home, We think that
a dweiling house without it must ve o
dreary place to live in, We necu some-
thing outside the house around which as-
sotiations may cluster, and memories may
cling. Perhaps it may be but the old
wood-sh2d and pump of the Eastern States
and i‘rovinces, a wiflow tres, or a lilae
bush. or a moss coverad fence with a rick-
etty gate and path Jdeading up to the
door. Such are the scenes that artists
love to paint; such are the home pictures
that most of us have hung in the cham-
bers ol memory.

But one sees nothing of all this on the
prairie—not even the pump. The \wells
are shallow, and the water is raised by
plunging a bucket from the hand, and
drawing it up with a repe, or by a rude
contrivauce of a rope and pulley. As the
peopie have no wood, they of course, have
no shed to put it in. There is nothing
to keep in or cut, so th2re are no fences
and nc gates. And there is mo path to
the door because the ijnmates approach
the house directly from all points of the
compass, and leave it with the same free
irregularity.

So with our minds full of Easteirn pre-
judices, we had alimmost given ourselves up
te paeshmuistic views of Western homes and
Western civilization generally. But long-
er observation brought knowledge and

. ever consecrated.
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wisdom. We found as high humanity ap
as noble, living here as in the regions =
the East. h’

After all it seams that our home attal
ments are not so mueh to places ast0”
people who live io them, on account(
the experiences we have undergoné
gether there. It is all a matter of f"
ciation of ideas. The place that witn®?
the joys and sorrows of our childhood, 3
the tender alfections of family life 18
The house may beb@
hunmble one, and its surroundings ma¥
commonpiace to others. What maﬁer,'t
To us at least, there is a glory there £
continually draws back the eyes of me
ory iun after years.

Thare seems to be, then, quite as bl
attachment to the ‘thome place, and
much unity and afiection in the famﬂ:
amonyg the Western farmers, as in the Las®
The primal instincts of humanity hold %

ue®

sway in prairie dwellings. and the ¢ :

e s R irt . 0!
parative isolation of position helps 10 eov
whe?

fin® and concentrate the family life.
the nearest neighbour lives from oné
ten miles away, general social intercot”
is necessarily restrieted, and the memb®
of the [amily are thrown in more up
themselves and upon each other.
At the outset a prairie settier ’eﬂc"dna
ters a great hardship in the scarcity, Ky &
consequent high price of all kinds of pullf
ing timber.
must be for some years content, at o
best, with a small, poorly built, and “
plastered frame structure, This he U
have sheeted—ii he can afford the 1ux'
—both on ‘the inside and outside “':‘;3
heavy paper. As paper is not 8 gn‘
conductor of heat or cold, this shest! .
when properly put om, affords consid®”’
able protection against cold weather. -
outside shesting has been goaked in 1’&)
paration of coal tar, and is, therefd
waterproof also. This gives such 110“#'
at a little distance, the somewhat stT8%0
appearance of hfving been painted H1as”
Besides the dwelling houses, the
other frame building usually seen OF o
frontier prairie farm, is the granary, a :
in exceptional cases, the horse 818
Bul the stables both for horses and ca'tt'e-’.
generally consist of u very rough ’ran‘ﬂy
work of cottonwood poles, over and 2 an
which, hay and straw is piled to the de?
of three or four feet. When carefally Lis
these stables are guite warm and aps
the purpose very well, 10
Many of the settiers are too poor P

build dwelling houses of boards, A% g

are forced to provide other mean®
shelter. Of tliese, the s'mplest is the “
out,” which is but a modern survivd
the primitive cave-dweliings of our v
est ancestors. The dug-out is & ho;:ng
the ground, made rectangular io shap?™
with a roof over it, and a door at i
end. The side of a hill Is the most s¥t®
place to make a dug-ont, but wheré t
are no hills, the settler
best shift he can on th2 level pra
once saw a dug-out used as a school. ;

jrie: |

. was no floor in it except the smooths

earth. The teacher’s place was M8
by a plain little table and a cheaP "‘h’ﬁ
The children sat on rough, hom"‘w
benches. They had no desks, but
thair books on the floor, under the be”cd’,
Ths reom was lighted by one little ¥i°°
at the same end as the door. {
Sod houses are very <common “:ny’
West. 'The walls of these houses aré

For a dwelling house h’

must make '}f:
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