
TME WEEK.
ous verdict which la oftenest at fauît. A bigli authority ha
pronounced this requiremout, in cases iuvolving, perhaps
inerely the ownership of a few dollars' wortb of property
absurd. Why not make a three-fourths or five-sixtbk
najority sufficient, thus putting it ont of the power oi
a single interested or obstinately prejudiced juryman tc
averride the dlean j udgmients of bis eleven associates and
defeat the ends of justice? The States of California anc
Louisiana, across the border, bave already adopted the
miajarity system with satisfactory results, and the Consti-
tutional Convention of Idaho now propose to adopt it.
Some of the greatest legal authorities commend it. Hallan
regarded the requirement of unauimity as "la prepasterous
relic of birbarism." There is probably a valid distinction,
in this regard, between civil and criminal cases. In the
latter it is generally conceded ta be btter that many
guilty persans sbould escape punishmnent than that ane
innocent one sbould sufl'er, especially wben the penalty is
deatb. But iii the former it is btter that the property
should be given to bî,n wbo is prohably its rigbtful owner
than that it slîould romain in the hands of oneO to wbom it
(loes not, probably, belong, and vice versa. We fancy that
an mature deliberation thîe people of Manitoba wilI be
more likely to adopt the majority plan than to voluntarily
deprive tîenselves of the ri-lit and safeguard of trial by
jury. ___

R~ EPLYING to a question in the ommons, Sir James
V~Ierguson, sai(l that the stîtemonnt of the Berlin

National etg to the effect that tlie Bitisli policy is
idlentical witlî that of the Triple Alliance was more, con-
lecture, and that Eng!and had entered into no engagements
whiclî wouldl fetter ier- liberty of action. This mnust, of
course, be accepted as true in the letton; but it wiil not
lie easy ta convince those who have noted recent occur-
rences, sucli as the visit of the German Empeor-itself
we believe an unprecedented event-}iis reception in
England, bis evident desire to conciliate English opinion
and feeling, aud the chîanged toue of those Gorman junl
wilîih are supposed ta, retlect most nearly the sentiments
of tbe I mperial Court, tiat there is not a little more
lu ail this than mneets the eye. It is only a few days since
thc North Gernan Gazette, whlcb is regarded as Prince
Bismarl,'s angan, almost went ont of its way ta caution the
members of thme Gerînan Colonial Company against sayiug
anytbing unfriendly ta England at their approaching
mneeting, assuring themn that Eugland's friendsbip is of
mare value ta Gerniany that ail the expeditian couid obtain
on the Upper Nile. These and othen straws show pretty
clearly how the wind is at present biowing, in Germany
at least. Non can it ho denied that a good undorstanding
letween tbese two great nations, based on just pinciples
and aims, would bie a grand thing for Europe and the
world. The twa countries are natural allies. Their
people are sprung fromn the saine stock, they have many
of tbe saine charactoristics, and apart fram the bligbting
efects of (ilermany*s strained relations with -France, and
bier strong tendencies towards tîbslutism ndu militarism -
things wbich bear ta, each other tbe relation of cause and
effect-tbere seems ta be no gaod reason why the two
nations sbomld mut work together cordiaily and migbtily
for the peace of Europe and tbe-spread of civilization.

W 1-AT manner of man 18 this Shah of Persia who bas
been visiting England i We confess that aur curi-

osity bas become somewhat piqued. When bis visit was
tiret fonesbadowed, and even after bis arrivai was announced,
we were consciaus of none but the most ianguid interest ini
the matter. But since that time the accounts and descrip-
tions have been so marvellously discrepant that we sbould
realîy like to know bow ta picture bim. la be the filtby,
ili-hred, seif-absorbed anud prodigiously boorish barbarian
that bas been pictnred for us in sa many newspaper para-
graphs? Or ie ho the embadiment of Oriental dignity and
grace, the paragon of kingly condescension and unfaiiiing
courtesy, so0 glowingly depicted by another set af writers?'
The biatonlan of a future cetur" w*ho shall undertake ta
prepare fromi files of English and American newepapers of
the year 1889 a description of the persan, manners, and
characterist ios of this honaured guest of Englaud, will bave
a eorry task, and sbould be oxcused if hoe gives it up iu
despair. One tbing is, bowever, made clear with refreshing,
we' had almost said painful, frankues,, by the English
papore, ince the Shah's departure, and tbat is the large
part played by self-interost ln the exceptiaflal attentions
sho0wered upon him in Engiand. Englishmen of evory
grade but the lowe8t were consciaus tbat it was ta their
intereat ta cause -him ca tbink wehl of them and tbir

.5 country. IlWe wish," said a leading journal, "lta con.
s, vince the Shah that it is ta bis interest ta cuitivate tbf

?, friendsbip of this country, and that one of the modes in
Is which sucb friendship may ho showîu is that Persia should
f enter upon tbe patb of commercial development." The

Io motive may not ho a bigh one, but it 18 healthfîîl in itý
d operation, and wili, there is little doîibt, be productive ai
d good results, for the Shahi, dnring the last fortnight of bis
e stay, was not backward lu anuouncing bis dotermination te
i-extend Persian trade with Great Britain by every ineans

lu bis power.

9 THRE elections lu France, wbicb are now but a few weeks
distant, will, it May be assumed, either fiually dispose

e of Boulanger and bis pretensions, and gîvo ta the Republi
a new lease of life, or wîll unake the case more complibated
and (langerons than over hy pnactically invitiug bini to

scoule home andi attempt a coup d'état. The latter contin-
gency seeins now se improbable that it may almost be dis.

*missed from the reckoîuing. The man who iguominiously
fied froui bis country to escape trial for treason, eveîu
before a hostile tribunal, and who now stands convicted of

* onbezzlement and conspiracy against the commonwealth,
*is bardly the nman ta ire the French imagination ta the

heat-iuiark of revoîntion. It is truc that the court which
tnied Ihlmi in bis absence was ather a junto of personal
enemies than a beiichi of impartial judges, nevontheles
the evidence seoins ta have been pretty daniaging, aud the
denial lacks iu diguity and convincingness. It is very
unlikcly that any roqucat for extradition will be made,
and1 stilI niore unnikely tb»t sncb rtiquest would ho granted.>AIl British traditions, and ail Britishi precedents, witb the
single exception, if that can be called an exception, of
Napoleon, are agaiust it. lu ail probability little more
will lbe heard of the inatter until the elections, and these
will, if wo may judge from the resuits of lus trial of
strength lu the late local contests, givo the coup (le grace
ta Boulanger's ambitions projects.

PROFESSOR BLAGK JE, 0F EDINBURGHf

JOTIN STIJAIZT BLACKIE is anc of the inost pic-
lJ tumesque sigbts in a ity of pictircsque sigbts. Few
visitons fnomn this side of the Atlantiecamue ta beave Edin-
bumgh witbo ut catcbing a glinipse of the celebnated Pro-
fossor. [t is not diticuit ta sec hlm, for ho is often ta be
found walking along Princes Street. Ris appeanance
singles hlm omnt oven in a crowd. The littie figure covered
witiî a pliid artisticaliy craped; the stikingIy inteliectuai
face, crawned with long, silver bain, wbich falis loosely on
the shoniders; the buoyant youtbfuluoss of mauner, se
seldom seen lu an octogenanian, and the stout staff, carried
easily if not 'jautily lu the ight band, go ta make a
picture whiclu cannai. fail ta cati attention, lu spite of
bis eighty yeans, the Professor is in full efllayment of
physicai and mental vigour. With ail bis eccentricities,
Edinburgh loves and la prnoaf hlm. She bas cause ta
ho, for ho la one of the few îiterary giants Landau bas not
been able ta steal fromt her.

Tbe story of eigbty yoans of mental deveiopment and
literary activity cannot ho tald in this article, but enougb
of it may be told ta show wby Professar Blackle is a promi-
nont figure lu Scattish life. Ho 18 first and foremost a
Scotchman. Ris affection for and ioyalty ta "lthe land of
beather and flood " bas nover faitered for one moment.
Age soems ta brighten iustead of chili the fire of patriotism
un bus breasi.. Born lu Glasgow lu 1809, ho received bis
oducation at the famous Univer'sity of St. Andrews. Wbile
lu bis 'teens ho gave proof of scholarsbip. Tbealogy was
his first love, and lie went tbrougb part of the ordinary
curriculum with the view of 1ecamfiflg a preacber. But
the tendency ta beave boaten paths whicb chanacterizes tbo
unan Led the boy ta adopt views coneidored beterodox thon.
Ho had ta gîve up the pulpit and tumo bis tbaugbts ta
another spbere of activity. AIl the samne ho was bornute
ho a proacher, and a preachir he bas ever been, thaugbho
bumorously catis bimself a iistiokit minister." Bis stndy
of tlue Bibi0 , wblcb was s0 thanough that before ho was
fifteen years aid ho bad made a complote digest of the New
Testament lu the original Greek, ef t an abiding impression
on bis mind, auj sbaped the cument of bis enengies. He
bimseif bas doclareci, "I was nat more than fif teen years
aid wbeu 1I asmaved ta adopt the ideai ethias of tho
Gospel as MY test of sentiment and my standard of conduct;
and ta tbis 1 adhened steadily tbenceforward, just as a
Young seaman would stick ta bis compass and ta bis chart,
and a Young pedostrian ta bis map of an unknowu couutry.3"
The influence of the Bible was changed and coloured by
residence lu Germany, wbere the Young etudent came
under the speil of Goethe and Schiller. Those wrters led
hlm inta a new world of thouizht. IlFaust " had a special
cbarm for hum. Ris first litery labour Fas a translatian
af that wonderful poem, in whicb much of tbe weird auj
fascinating power of the original is preserved. Devotion
ta poetry did neot banisb sevener study. Ho rapidiy made
a name for bimseofinl scbolastic circies. At the early age
of thity-two ho was appointed ta the chair of Latin lu
Aberdeen. Thoe e iaboured with considerabie success
until 1852, Wben ho was transferned ta the more Iiportant
and cangenial womk of Professer of Greek in the University
of Ecinburgh.
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Blackie's aim as a teacher was to vivify the study of a
e dead language. To helli him to accoînplish this he travelled
n in Greece 'until hie could talk fluently with the natives.

On bis return home ho strove to change the pronunciation
d of Greek fram the ancient. to the modern forro. But the
e conservative college dons of Oxford were stronger than the
8 radical professor of Edinburgh. lus methods were not
f adopted outside lis own class-room. That did not, bow-
8 ever, dampen his enthusiasni. 11e drew Up conversational

dialogues for his students, and so trained tbem to use
tangue and ears as well as cyes ini reading Grcek ; and ho
often read front the desk extracts froni a newspaper pub-
lished in Athens. The great argument ho used ini pleading
the teacbing of Greek as a living and nlot as a dead ian-

4 guage was the saving of time it would effect. 11e ofered
> to prove publicly before any assembly of seholars in Oxford
Ï or Cambridge that the change could bc worked out on

English ground Ilwithout the slightest prejudice to that
minute accuracy and refined classical tone of whiclî Englisbi

eHellenism bas always heen proud to make lier boast; " but
se far as the writer knows, the challenge was nover seriously
taken Up.

The teacher's entbusiasm laid hold of a small number
of students annually, but the nia jority cared foi little more
than knowledge enougb to carry tbeni through the examii-
nations. They loved the racy remiarks and humorous asides
witb wbicb the lectures were interspersed far more than
ancient or modemn Greek. 0f jokes and quips there was4
abundance. Blackie fairly bubbled over with fun on some
days. Ris class-room rang witb laugbiter ini a way that
made grim-faced janitors tremble for the dignity of the
institution under their care. It was biard to get the
students back to order when tlîey slipped the leasb. Dis-
cipline was occasionally loase enough taejustify the naine
of IlBlackie's bear-garden," which was applied by severer-
minded students to the Greek class-room. But even they
acknowledged the monits of the mian, though they inight
find fault with the methods, or rather lack of method, iu
the teacher. His sunny nature, healthy counsels, and
sympathy witb that which lifts up in life and nature won
for hlm the love of bis pupils. Ho bad thoir respect, too,
altbough that respect was not always sbawn. '['ey said
and did tbings in bis presence they would flot dare ta say
or do ln the presence of any other professor. I4ew Edin-
burgh graduates of the last thirty years mieet witbout
baving some story to tell of Blackie. One of, the best of
those brings into ligbt the cleverness and good-bumnour of
the Professor. A written notice on the door of the cla,4-
rooin informed aIl who came that IlProfessor Blackiv
regrets tbat he cannot nieet his ea esto-day." A %vag
rubbed out the "ce" froîn I"classes " and miade it read th,ît,
the Professor could not ineet his IIlass'es " that day. Long
and loud was the laughter caused by this feat. B~ut the
laugb was turned when the Professor read, in pàtsiing
down the quadrangle, his emended notice, smiled rog-uishly,
and daintily erased the louter "I " from the word wliicb had
already suffered the loss of one letter. '[hlioIIa4ses " met
witb their master on that occasion, and showed their apprve
ciation of bis neat way of tumning the tables on theiii by ii
bearty round of applause.

Professor Bîsokie bas now given up teaclîing (4reek,
and taken to teaching things in general. Hie cannetlie
idie, and be cannot lt suent. 11e bas soneting to say on
every civil, ecclesiastical, and religions question. 'l'lie way
in wbich lbe bas bis say is cbaracteristic of the mi. If he
wisbes to correct wbat he thinks la wrong, or to enliglîteni
the darkness of popular ignorance, lie writes a letter ta
one of the moruing dailies; or, if the snbject requires more
comprebensive treatment, he pens an articet for one. of Cte
monthly magazines. If hee bas a tribute of admiration to
pay to a person or a cause, ho does s0 in a glowing sonnet.
Occasianally he puts the sonnet te a new use-be niakies
it the medium of an apology. For instance, sainie years
ago he wrote a merciless attack on the communion cu,-.totil.
of the I-Iighland cburches, and sent it to tbe Si>'<în
Reviewv. Later and fuller knowledge sbowed to bini that
he bad caricatured and misrepresented Highland religion,
'I'ereupon ho wrote a eulogistic sonnet, praising wbat ho
bad formerly condeînned, and-still l)etter sign of lis
repentance-be sent the six guineas lho bad received for
tbem article to the wife of a Highland minister, ta ho used
for charitable purposes.

Blackie bas written maniy books -too niany to bave
written wbat will last long. Ris entliusjiasi- for whatevertýi
sulbject seizes him seeks expression ; so bo bas treatiges on
tbings classical, pootical, plîilosopbical, and theological.
Hie puts sa mncb of himself into what be writes tbat lie is
always interesting to read. [f none of bis books will per-
petuate bis memary, the Gaolic chair in the Uiniversity of
Edinburgh will. It was founded by hlm. Hie collected
$60,000 for its endowment. 'The preservation of the Celtic
language and literature is one of bis special hobbies. Re-
forming the degenerate taste of those in Scotland wbo pro-
fer English and German miusic to their owîi is another.
He is neyer weary of extolling the monits of Scotch sangs,
and does flot besitate to sing them on tbe public plat-
form. But it seems as bard work ta bring cultured Edin-
burgb back to singing Scotch songs as it was to convince
the Oxford dons that the modern wayý of pronounicing
Greek is better than the aId. lieformers are persecutedc
in varlous ways. The particular form Blackie's persecutiomi
takes is, being laughed at. 'rbere are people wbo tbink it
la easier ta go ta the stake than to be laugbed at, but the
irrepressible Professor is far from being discouraged. He
is husy sawing bis seed, and, as ho intends to livo to be a
bundred yoars old, ho niay yet i-cap a harvest.


