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case, the Seigniors were intended to form a hody of gentlemen—a defence also to

the colony—having authority to make under-grants of small parcels of land !
under certain conditions, for their own emolument or benefit.  This is just as ]
clearly expressed as that the Seminary Jid not receive their donations for any |
such object, but for the conversion and civilization of the Jndians, and not only |
a part but the whole; and moreover that in case of increase or excess of |
revenue, such increase or excess was to be employed in like manner. I have

no doubt in my mind but that the concessions were not only asked and granted

for the benefit of the Indians exclusively, as long as they choose to stay there.

As Mr. ], . McLaren, Advocate of the Civil Rights Alliance in the legal

questions hetween the Indians and the Okas, showed, “according to the laws

of the Province of Quebec at the date of the concession deeds, as well as at

the present time, the Indians were constituted and are still grévés de substitution

with all the rights attached to that quality. ‘The Seminary, as appelis d la

substitution, have no right whatever, except that of supervision to prevent

waste,” and in this, the privilege of securing for themselves a sufficient main-

tenance and no more.

In the “ Historical Notice of the difficultics arisen between the Seminary and
the Indians of Oka,” published by authority of the former in 1876, a very in-
genious epitome of the original Deed is given, to establish its absolute ownership,
Coming ex cathedra, it is its own condemnation, and shows its lack of honesty
on the face of it. A certain gentleman is proverbially accused of citing
Scripture for his purpose, and in much the same way has the Seminary quoted
the Deed. I will point out this in my next paper. .

That there may be no unfairness, 1 give a correct translation of the Deed
of Ratification by the French King, of 1718, reserving the continuation of my
remarks for another article, W. Geo. Brrgs.

DEED OF RATIFICATION.,

This twenty-seventh day of April, one thousand seven hundred and eighteen, the king
being in Paris, and desiring to be propitious towards the ceclesiasties of the Seminary of
St. Sulpice, established in Pavis, from whom those of the Seminary af St Sulpice established at
Montreal proceed, and to whom the Sieurs de Vaudreuil and Beégon, Governorand ieutenant-
General, and Intendent of La Nouvelle, France, have granted by Deed of Concession, on the
seventeenth of October, one thousand seven hundred and seventeen, a tract of land of three
leagues and a half in front by three leagues in depth, to enable them 7o lransfer the mission
of the Indians of Sault au Recollet, which is under their care, and this on th: terms, provisions, and
conditions mentioned in the said Deed of Concession, which Deed of Concession His Majesty
caused to be laid before him 1o be approved in favour of the ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St
Sulpice at Paris, and solely on the conditions which are to be mentioned in these presents, His
Majesty, by and with the advice of Monsieur le Duc 'Orleans, Regent, has given and granted
by and in virtue of these presents to the ecclesiastics of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, established
in Paris, that certain tract of land containing three leagues and a half in front, (o commence
at a brook which runs into the great bay of the Lake of Two Mountains, ascending along the
said lake and the River $t. Lawrence, by three leagues in depth, the said piece of ground
being mentioned in the said Deed of Concession of 1717, in order to transfer there the
mission of the said Indians of Sault au Recollet.;. to have and to hold the same for ever unto
the said sieurs ecclesiastics, their successors and assigns, even if the said mission De taken
away from thence, in full property, under the title of fief and seigniory, with the right of
superior, mean, and inferior jurisdiction ; with the privilege of hunting and fishing as well
within as opposite the said concession, on condition that they shall bear the whole expense
necessary  for removing the said mission, and also cause a church and a fort to be built
there of stone at their own cost, for the sccurity of the Indians, according to the plans
thereof, which shall be by them handed over to the Governor and Intendant of La Nowvelte
France, to be by them and with their veport sent to the Council of Muarine for Ifis Majesty's
snformation, and {0 be approved , whick works they shall be held to performawithin the space
of seven years, subject also to the condition of fealry and homage (Joi ot hommage) which the
ecclesiastics of the said seminary, their successors and assigns, shall pe held to perform at
the castle of St, Lewis, in Quechec, and which they skall hold under the customary dulies
and dues, and agreeably to the custom of the Provostship and Viscounty of Paris, followed
in La Nouvelle France, and that the appeals from the decisions of the judge who may be
established at the said place shall lie before the judges of the Royal Jurisdiction of Mont-
real,  Zhat they shall keep and canse to be kept house and home (feu et lien) on the said
concession.  That they shall preserve their oak timber fit Jor shiphuilding, whick may be
Jound wpon the land wwhich the said ccclesiastics shall kavé set asige Jor their principal manor
house, and that they shall also stipulatethe reserve of such oak timber within the extent of the
private concessions made or to be maae to their tenants, which said oak timber Iis Majesty
shall be free to take, without being held to pay indemuity ; also, that they shall give notice
Lo the king or to the Governor and intendant of La Nowuvelle France, of the mines, ores,
and minerals, if any be found within the limits of the said ficf, and leave necessary road-
ways and passages.  That they shall concede the said uncleared lands under the simple title
of a rent of twenty so/s and a capon, for each and every arpent of land in depth, and six
deniers of cens, and that there shall not be inserted in the said concessions any sum of money
or any other charge than that of the simple title of sens, His Majesty granting them, never-
theless, the permission to sell or grant at a higher rent the lands of which a quarter will have
been cleared,  The present Deed of Ratification to he registered in the Superior Council of
Quebee, for the use of all whom it may concern, and in testimony whereof His Majesty has
commanded me to draw up these presents which he has been pleased to sign with his own
hand, and countersigned by me, Joint Secretary of State, and of his commands and finances,

(Signed,)
{Signed,)

Louts.
PHILYP1AUX.

e ————————————

LEr THEM ALONE.—All would be well, it is urged, if they would but let the people
alone. But what chance is there, T demand of these wise politicians, that the people will ever
be let alone 3 that the orator will lay down his craft, and the demagogue forget his cunning ?
If many things were let alone, which never will be let alone, the aspect of human aflairs
would be a little varied.  If the winds would let the waves alone there would be no storms.
1f gentlemen would let ladies alone, there would be no unhappy marriages, and deserted
damsels,  If persons who can reason no better than this, would leave speaking alone, the
school of eloquence might be improved. 1 have little hopes, however, of witnessing any of

-these acts of forbearance, particularly the last, and so we must (however foolish it may
appéar) proceed to make laws for a people who we are sure will not he let alone.—Syaner
Smith.

WAR AND REFORMS. —ow easy it is to shed human blood—how easy it is to persuade
ourselves that it is our duty to do so— and that the decision has cost us a severe struggle—how
much in all ages have wounds and shrieks and tears been the cheap and vulgar resources of
the rulers of mankind—how difficult and how noble it is to govern in kindness and to found
an empire upon the everlasting basis of justice and affection - But what do men call vigour?
To let loose hussars and to bring up artillery, to govern with lighted matches, and to cut, and
push, and prime~1 call this, not vigour, but the sloth of cruclly and ignorance. The vigour
I love consists in finding out wherein subjects are aggrieved, in relieving them, in studying
the temper and genius of a people, in consulting their prejudices, in selecting proper persons
to lead and manage them, in the laborious, watchful, and difficult task of increasing public

happiness by allaying each particular discontent,—Syaney Smith,

A MODERN ‘SYMPOSIUM.’

—_—

THE SOUIL AND FUTURE LIFE,

[Having given the articles of Mr.
HOW propose to give the « Symposium ”
is \I'1ewed in its varjed aspects by some of the ablest
writers and thinkers of Britnin.—EDlTOR.]
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