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TRAILROAD RATES INCRIEASE

Arguments of the Railrad Companies Preseuted t.
Board

The Canadan Paciflc Railway, the Grand Trunk,, the
Grand Trunk Placific and the Canadian Northern, have sub-
mitted their replies to the goveraiment on the appeal against
increased passenger rates. Th'le Railway Commission had
authoùied a general increa.se of 15 per cent. Againsi this
decision there was an appeal to the Gýovernor-in-Council by
the province uf Manitoba, the Winnipeg Board of Trade, the
United Farmers of Ontario, the Western Retail Lumbêrmen's
Association, the Canadian Credit Men's Trusýt Association,
and rihe Canadian Couuncil of Agriculture. Atter the hearing
of argument, the cabinet adjourned the hearing till Mardi
i. At the sâuie tirne it was announcod that the increase
would be suspended till Mardi 15. The appeal against the
incrcase was supported by a number of other organizations.

AUl the railway companies asc ;thait the a.ppeal shall b.
dismissed. 'l'li Canadian Paciflc Railway takes up the al.e-
gation that thec increase would impose an a.dditional bisiden
of *4o,oooooo a year on the people cf Canada, and that of
thib, $zo,coo,ooo would go to the Cazaadian 1'acific Railway.
The Canadian P'acific Railway, in replying, said: "The most
careful estimate made by the traffic, operaating and financial
officers of the railway is that, had the rates became effective
on the date flxed by thxe order cf the Board Of Railway Cern-
missioners, the invreasec in gros. revenue to the Canadian
Pacifie Railway during the calendar year 1918, based upon
the tonnage cf 1917, would bc approximatély $13~,000,000."

The estimated increase is mnade up as folws: Estimaned
frelght increase, S: :,446,ooo; passenger traffic manager esti-
mates that by ignoring British Columbia lo-cal business. mili-
tazy, coolies and interline will bo $2,500,000; total, 813,946 ,-
000. If thxe bo)ard's oider had been effective on FebruaR-y i,
the i j months would have equalled $13,016,000. If the rates
are umade applicable f rom March 15, the increaso this year
will bc $i2,622,ooo.

"It must net bo forgotten," thxe Canadian Pacific Railway
nuemorutndum proceedu, "1that this increase is based entirely
tapon the. contlnuance of the gross business ofthfie compaay
et the, hlgh lovel of 1917, when the conxpany's gross, esinings

thein might be devoted to the maintenance and ûinancia4 as-
sistance of the unproductive railways ta which 'tLhe country
has fallen beir.»

The mnemo adds that there is nothing in the war meas-
uires act to authorize any such step.

phe memoranda of the Grand Trunk, tire Grand Trunk
Pacific and the Canadian Northern talc up in turn the points
advanced by the petitioners and argue that there should bc
no interference with the ruling of the Dominion Railway
Bo~ard.

SASKATCHEWAN COMPANIE8 ACT

Some minci amendiments have been made to the corn-
panies act of Saskartchewan. Incorporation may now bc re-
fused ta any company whoso name or part of whose name
includeý, any af the following words "Imperial," ,"'Crown,
"Kings,» ''Quens," "'Empire," "Royal,"' "1)ominica,"
"Saskatchewan," or words cf similar import. In future build-
ing and contracting comnpanies and agoncies will bc liable
to a tax on their autborized capital, similar to any mercantile
company.

A penalty is now provided to bc enforced against any
company which fails to make returns, giving certain par-
ticulars as to their business, which are callod for under this
act, The, penalty is $5 per day for every dky during which
thec default continues. An alteration in th e schedule new pro-
vides that the annual meeting of a company saaR take place
not more than eigbtoen months after the last annual meeting.
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