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and men in the mililia, that they may have
an oppor:ýunity of expressing their views in
regard to the cases, and 1 say ibis because
there is a feeling among the meînbers ôf the
militia organizations thit especially for the
last few years wve have been practically drift-
ing. There bas been a great deal of dis-
satisfaction amiong the officers and men of
the force, and 1 think that the time has ar-
rived for the matter te be taken into careful
consideration, and an enquiry made in some
way, either by a commission or in any other
way that would be most effective te make it
clear what reorganization ought t0 take place
in order to put the militia in a more effective
condition th-in iit the present lime. 1 sav
for myseif that 1 arn in favor of any vote of
money that would accomplish ibis end. Hon.
gentlemen have taken the opportunity of
calling the attention <>1 the House to the
very unsatisfactory state of affairs wiîh re-
gard to the militia, and I îhink ibat almost
every session gentlemen interested in this
matter, perhaps those on the other side
more frequently than on this side, have called
attention of the Governmient to the unsatis-
factory state of the militia. And 1 say that
1 believe now is a very opportune uie, ini.
stead of voting tbis ainounit of money t0 be
appropria-ed, perhaps, very unsatisfactorily
t0 the force. In follow;ng purely the advice
of the British War Office and the British
officers, it sbou1!d not be forgotten that con-
ditions are so very différent that many mis-
takes have been made, and, maybe, after a
large aniounit of money bas been expended,
we shall find that it is devoted to a purpose
and expended in a manne. that is not best
in the interests of the Can idian militia. 1
s-iy we bave flot had sufficient informa- ion t0
enable us te clearly discuss tbis malter and
t0 express our views as te wbether we are
moving in the rigbî direction or no!, 1 say
not only the details of bow this partîcular
nmoney is te be expended, but the wbole
ques ion of tbe reorganiza' ion of the miilitia
force ought t0 be considered. 1 tb-*nk it Is
unlortuna'e tbat we bave not the Minîster of
Militia in tbs House wben this large ain-
ount of money is being asked for and
important matters in connec ion wtth the
militia are being discussed. 1 believe that
no harm could corne to the militia' of tbe
country if this malter was postponed until
such information and report can be present
ed as wîll enable us Io arrive at sucb con-
clusions as will be te the best iterest of the
militia force and of the country.

MR. MNCM UI1,N-I bave isîened with a
greal deal of attention te ibis discussion. 1
amn quite surprised that the Governiment
sbould bave assumed the responsibility of
placîng a contract of ibis magnitude after
l9arliamnent bad been called together, and
without consulting tbe representatives of the
people before doing so. If tbere was any
object in placing the order in the hands of
the nianufacturers of war implements the

Goverriment sbould bive asked the House
t0 consent to it. I can undersîand an act
of tbis kind in the case of an emergency
arising wben il was impossible t0 gtt tbe re-
presentatives of the people together; but un-
der the conditions tit existed at the lime
Ibis order was given, and in the face of the
fact that the representatîves of tbe people
were bere, the transaction was a gross vio-
lation of the principles of representative
government, and tbe Opposition sbould re-
sent pointedly and determinedly the assump-
lien of power on the part of tbe Govern-
ment. Is Parliament bere merely t0 regis.
ter ibe decrees of the Government ? Are
we bere merely for the purpose of endorsing
wbat the Government do ? Are we here t0
bow in quiet and submissive obedience t0
wbat lhey consider to be righît? 1 do not
consider that is the duîy of the representa-
tîves of the people. We are heret10crilicise,
we are here to iivesligale. Whi'e 1 realize
the responsbility resting upon a Govern-
ment in extraordinary cases, I say that un-
der the conditions in wh*-ch this contract
was let, when the representatives of tbe
people were in session, in face of the intima-
lion in the Speech fromn tbe Throne tbat
tbey were going t0 be asked to consent to
an expenditure of this kind, for tbe Govern-
menit t0 corne down at the close of the ses-
sion and say they bave made this expendi.
ture and ask us t0 endorse il, in my humble
opinion they are guilty of a gross violation
of the constitution, and an abuse of the posi-
tion tbey or.cupy. 1 consider thal this House
is not justified in raifying Ibis contract. Tbe
necessimies of tbe case were flot so urgent.
Why, every limie that a littie ripple passes
over tbe glassy sea of peace, we are not 10

take frighî and launcli out int great ex-
pendîtures. Every lime that England mnay
bave a little trouble with Venezeula or somne
other mincir republic on Ibis continent, are
wve going t0 justify the Go3verniment in niak-
ing enormous expendîlures wîth tlie expecla-
lion that war is going to take place between
us and the Uinited States ? I do nlot îbînk
there was any ju3tificalion for it aI aIl. We
know perfectly well ihat every lime a gene-
raI election is drawing on in the United
States, tbey gel up a war scare, and make
annouinceinent tbit tbere are gaing t0 be
difficulies, and tbey do it ail for a purpose.
We bave got accustomed to that kind of
tbing; we have a repelition of il every tbree
or four ycars. We listen to these things, wve
see in the Amnerican press the expressions of
hostility and bîîterness, but E-igland under.
stands ail ibat. Why, sir, tail-lwisting bas
become a common thing in the United
States, and because we sec a little exhibi-
tion of it now and then, are the people of
tbis counitry going îtî be driven mbt making
enormous expendîtures for war purpises ?
Wby, we sbou'd have to do tbat every
tbree or four years, wbenever a gene-
rai election takes place in the United

States. I bwve no doubt after the ap-
proachîng e'ection in the United States
somnething else will arise, some other diffi-
culty may corne up and dîsîurb the peacefu
horizon of tbis continent, and then, if bon.
gentlemen opposite are in pwer, they wi'l
rush int another con tract for two or. three
millions, witb tbe idea that we are going te
bave trouble at once. I contend that the
course the Government has taken is mosî
obj-ctionable, and bhould meet witb the
condemnation of Ibis House. When the
representatives ofîbhe peop!e were assembled
here the Government bad no rîgbt te enter
int Ibis contract withotit asking our con-
sent. And now., in the <lying hours of Ibis
session, we are a ked t0 sanction an expen-
diture of two or îbree millions for the purpose
of purchasing wv ir material, when in realîîy
there wvas no sufficient justificaion for il by
anyîhing that occurred in the United States.

MR. LIS'FER-Iî is flot a malter of sc ire
or no scare sO far as the proposed expendi-
lure is concernied. I bave no doubt tbe
Governî-nent pretended tbey were scared,
whethcr tbey were or not. Where il enables
tbem to expend îwo or three million dollars,
îhey wîll often gel scared, because if tbere
is a Governmenî in the wvorld thal likes te
spend money, il seems to me that the gentle-
men who occupy the Treasury benches t0-
day are just tbat Government. Now, Ibis
militia, question has been discussed over and
over again in this House for the past i,-
years. Il is a no.torious fact that the mililia
of Ibis couîntry is in a thoroughly disorgan.
ized condition. Tbe attention of the Gov-
errimient bas been called t0 il session afteî
session, but our representa!îons have fallen
upon deaf ears. Soldiers tbra)ugh the
country were complaining, session after ses-
sion, of tbe maierial that wvas supplied 10

îhem for clothing, and the Governinent took
no steps te remedy il. Favorites of the Gov-
ernment wvere supplying Ibis clothing, in-
ferior cloth*ng that the milîtiamen put on and
which would scarcely last a week, in some
cases flot a day. But suddenly, becauqe tlie
I>resident of the United States, on accout
of a little apparent trouble between Great
Britain and Venezeula, because of a litIle
proclamation issued by the President of the
United Staes for the purpose of ca ching
votes, as the presidential election was coni-
ing on, the bon. gentlemen on the Treasui y
benches thougbt fit t0 gel panîcky, they
became afraid that Canada was going to be
invaded, thal war ivas going t0 take place
between the United S-ates and England.
Why, sir, if they live until wvar takes place
between the United Stawes and England
îhey will live to be a great rnany limes older
tban the oldest of Ibein to-day. But the\,
used that as a pretext for tbe purpo e oi
expending three millions of the nioney (il
the people of Ibis country. The bon. geti
tleman says it was a critical period. 1
have no doubt that the hon, gentlemanl


