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active measures are taken to arouse a
spirit of public generosity such as occa-
sionally is shown to a marvellous extent
by Englishmen when necessity arises.

The first step actuaily taken in the
interests of the service Las been to submit
a bill to Parliament to fre: volunteers
from the necessity of scrving on -juries,
and from the approval this has met with,
there is little reason to doubt that it will
become law.

Among the other suggestions made for
improving the status ¢f volunteers, are
some for conferring substantial benefits,
and others for honorary distinstions,

The suggestions made are all of a nature
which would be advantageous only to a
volunteer in England with one exception,
and that i1s the proposition that a mcdal
be granted for long service-—the idea is
after twenty years —to be distinctive from
any existing medals, and to b given to
officers and men alike.

The cons'deration of a similar proposal
for our miliua might be entertained by
the department with very beneficiai cffects.
1t would tend not only to keep meu in the
force, but would give commanding officers
an immense pull in ensuring their regular
artendance at a suffictent number of diills
to guarantee their ethiciency.
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THE NEW SMALIL BORE RIIFLE.

Some interesting particulars have been
received of the action of the Manrlicher
rifles used by a portion of the congress-
ional troops in the closing  engagements
of the Chilian The claims
which were advanced as to the humanivy
of the new small bore rifle scem to have
heen fully borne out by the facts elicited

struggle.

through aciual  conflict.  The wounds
inflicted by the 8. mm. Mannlicher

bullets were quite characteristic in their
nature,they cither killed at once or healed
without troublesonie complications.

Even at long ranges bones were shot
clean through without splintering, and
no portions of the lead bullet or s steel
casing were found to remain in the wound
to give rise to further aggravating symp-
toms.

The physical effects produced by this
new weapon of offence may fairly be
claimed to entide it to the fanciful de-
signation  which has been applied to it
of being a philanthrepical engine of war,
but the moral cffect produced by it was
simply extraordinary.

83

Not more than 30 per cent. of the Con-
gressional tro .ps were armed wilh it, yet
56 per ceat. of the losses of the Balcame-
dists were due to its fire, the rapidity and
accuracy of wh'ch was such that the
Balcamedists, utterly demoralized de-
clared they would rather be shot down
by their own officers than advance against
such death dealing weapons that killed
them like dogs.

More interesting even than the effect
of the bullets are the accounts of the
rapidity with which the Mannlicher could
be fired.

On an average cach rifle fired
three hours from

in
160 to 200 rounds,
This clearly demonstrates the great ne-
cessity for the maintenance of the strict-
est fire discipline, lest the consump:ion
of so much ammunition in such a short
space of time might exhaust all on hand
without any poss:hility of obtaining an
additional supply. for the firing line at
least.

Letters to the Entor,
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THF MOUNTED POLICE,

DEAar Sig,--Ycur excellent article on

ra it successor in the event of Commis-

stoner Herchmer’s quitting  the N. W,
Mounted Police contains valuable modern
lessons. ‘The man .of  “ungovernable
temper 7 1s nowhere nowadays-—nowhere
in the race. What is required 1s, as you
well say, “tact, suavity ot manner, wr d
knowledge of savoir faire.”

It 1s not, 1 thik, without interest to
hark back to the Dritish Army's history
to see the changes brought about under
the head of * discipline ---changes found
absolutcly  necessary—consequent upon
improvement in civilization and educa-
tion.  let us glance at some of the
wethods of maintaining discipline in old
days,

Grose says (Military Antiquities, 1786)
that a “common punishment for offenders
among the followers of an army when
martial faw prevaiied was the ‘whirligig’. ”
This was a circular wooden cage, with

- many apertures, which furned on a pivot,

and turned round with such velocity that
the delinguent insede it soon became cx
tremely  sick!  Adjutant - Cuthbertson,
writing in 1768, says *“whenever the regi-
ment is under arms the drum major
should have his apparatus for whipping
constantly with him.” It will be right for
1 soldier who has been whipped to remain
twenty four hours after it in confinement,
that he may have le sure to consider serni-
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ously of his crime, whereas was he to be
itunediately enlarged it is odds but he
might persuade himself into a belief of hav-
tng been ill treatea. ‘The Duke of Wel-
lington brought about radical changes for
the improvenent of the status of the
soldier.  He spoke of the “mutual confi-
dence between officers and men.”

Taking a stride in the ““whirligig ” of
time to the present day, what do we find
in our Queen’s Regulations—golden words
with wh:ch every soldier is familiar :—
“ Olficers of all ranks will invariably prac-
tise towards their subordinates such
methods of command and trcatment as
will not only ensure respect for authority,
but also foster those feelings of self-respect
and personal honor so essential to a high
standard of nulitary efficiency.”  As has
been wedl said, itis like a question of horse-
manship; the best rider is the one who
always has bis attention on the alert, and
keeps a light but firm hand on the bridle,
not one who lets bis reins hang loose, and
from time to time recalls bis horse's atten-
tion to the fict that he s in the saddle by
a jurk at the curb the former will get far
more out ot his horse and take far less
out of himsclf than the latter.

In view of this how important those
woras of yours, as applied to any com-
mander, “tact, and suavity of manner.”

“MarTINET.”

THE SNIDER.

DEAr Sir,—1In regard to the use of the
Snider rifle, I can sce no reason what-
ever why we are compelled to use this
rifle in military matches, cven though the
forces are armed with it and use it for
purposes of drill; unless it is that the
Government  factory  manufacieie  the
ammunition and it must be used.

Lven in a small affair like the North-
Waost rebellion, the authoritics at once
had a larze vumber of Martint Henry
riffes sent outy, and s it at all likely that
in case of any difhiculty with any other
nation the voluntears of this counuy
would have to detfend themselves with an
infertor weapon against their (most likely)
superior ones, while our superior weapons
are rusting in the stores

I do not therefore think that because
the force are vnfortunately armed with iy,
is any argument why we  should be
obliged to use it for shooting, as all or
ncarly all the volunteer foree who take
an active part in rifle shooting could go
back to the Snider in case of necessity,
and it would make no difference whatever
to those who do not shoot at all if they
are required to use either rifle.

I think that in bhaving to procure two
rifles in place of one is a great drawhack
in getting youny <hots to take as gieat an
interest in shooting as they would had
they o procure but one, as it costs from
$30 to $40 more in the matter of a rifle
and requisites than if only one were used.
Mcre practice is required, wnd conse-



