
DOMINION IMEDICAL MONTIILY

Whether the saine results %vil1 be obtaincd in other parts of the
wvorld, remains to be seen. In many regions in wvhicli malaria is
prevalent it is probable that equally satisfactory results %vill bc
arrived at. ht lias been shiovn that if due precautions are takcn a
great degree of protection can bc obtained. The importance of
suchi knowledge can scarcely be overrated. It is possible, howevcr,
tliat in some districts we hiave to do wvith a different disease to the
'< malaria" that is found iii Italy, and that we must seelz soine
other means of its spr-cad than in the anoplieles. Interesting
experiences liave also bcen related by Professor Angelo Cclii as
the resuits of experiments carried out iii Latiumn.

P/agite.-Plague lias appeared in many parts of the wvorld
duringy thle ycar, and tlius additional importance %vas attaclhed to
flic report of the Indiani Plague Commission, especially withi that
part wlîich deals %vitli the value of Mr. I-Iafflcine's systern of pre-
ventive inoculation. The conclusions at %vlîiclî the Commissioncrs
-arriveci are briefiy tlîat inoculation sensibly diminisies the incidence
of attacks and the case-mnortality in tiiose persons wlio have been
iinoculatcd. T'le inoculation, lîowevcr, does flot appear to confer
any great dcgrce of protection %vitlîin the flrst feiv days afler tlic
operation lias been pcrformed, tlîouglî it ultimately confers protec-
tion %v1îic1i Iasts for a number of iveeks-possibIy for months.
The varying strevgtlî of the vaccine employrec apparently liad no
great effects upoi, the results hithierto obtained, and the truc value
of îiVr. Hafflcine's metlîod wvi1l probably not be tlîorouglîly tested
until aftcr an accurate metlîod of standardisation hias been
devisecl. In flic report of the Commissioners the method of pre-
paring the vaccine wvas fully discussed, but it is obvious that much
yet remains to be donc before the practice of inoculation with- a
fluid of this nature %viII fulfil aIl the conditions wvhicli sound
scicntific rcasoning riglîtly demands of it.. For the present-anci
tlîis in itself is no small acliievement-the mcthod may justly
claim to be a practical success and very nearly, if flot quite, to,
attain to the lîigh ideal of a certain and safe proplîylaxis against
one of the most deadly of ail diseases. Time wvilI doubtless
1-emedy existing defects, and it is regrettable tlîat the rnembers of
the Commission contented tlîemselves with merely pointing out
the imperfections and the necessity for overcoming them, ancl did
not, witli some minor exceptions, mnake any definite suggestions or
recommendations as to the mariner in whlich they slîould be over-
corne. On August 27th and 2Sth general currency wvas griven to
a disquieting report thiat cases of suspectcd plague had occurred in
Glasgowv. The confirmation of the clinical diagnosis %vas soon
forthcoining, an;d the country xvas tiien made aware of the unwel-
-Corne fact that after an absence of more than 200 years plague had
once more obtained a certain arnount of foothîold in Great Britain.
The original cases of imported plague could not bce traced, but as


