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Special Selections
UPON THE BACTERIOLOGY 0F PROGRESSIVE OIRRHOSIS

0F THE LIViER."

By J. G. ADAMI, M.A., M.D., F.R.S.E.,
Professor of I'athology, McGfli Universitv, nild Pathologist to the Rtoyal Victoria llospitlftontrea.1

It is needless for me here -to enter
into a disussion of the various flico-
ries wvhich. have been adduced to
ex-plain the developinent of cirrhosis
of the liver. 1 neeci oniy say that the
experience of a large numnber of
observers, wvho for wveeks and montbs
have iuioculated and treated animais
with various aicohols lias showvn that
al1cohol itself induces at most the fatty
liver, it may be, a very slight amount
of fibroid change in the portai areas,
and that not asingle observer lias by
this means been able to produce an'-
thing at ail resembiing the extreme
deposit of fibrous tissue whici wve
meet wvith in the hobnai!ed liver.

Alcobol in the main lcads to the
fatty liver, wvhie on the other hand
the evidence lias steadilv accumruilatcd,
notably in Inidja, that extreme cirrho-
sis may attack chilcîren and aduits
who h~ave flot takcen a particie of
alcohoi'eithcr medicinaiiy or other-
Wvise.

Within the last fewv years, the
French school of pathologiets headed
by Hanot, bias regarded the eniarged
cirrbotic liver ivith jaundice as being
of infèctious origini, and'it is common
in. France, nowadays, to speak -of Ccle
foie inifectieux," but to the best of my
knowledge no one bias as yet described
anyone micro-organism asbeingfound
frequently associated ivith these cases
of so-called i nfectious iiver. At most,
Levij- from a -case of cirrbosis in a.
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sevcnteen-year-old mae, with marked
periportal fibrosis and eniarged spleen,
obtained a diplococcus pathogenie
for guinea-pigs. The age of the pa-
tient> the proliferation of the bile
ducts and the absence of ascites, would
indicate that bis case wvas one of wvhat
is termed " Hanot's Cirrhosis,[ but the
bacterioilogy is rendered somewvhat
doubtful in that there were aiso pre-
senit bacterial endocarditis of the pul-
n-onary valve -and suppurative meni-
ingitis. Unfortunately I have not
been able to obtain the original paper,
nevertheies;s, this brief statement of
the main features of the case makes
it at least possible, as Paltauf lias
urged., that the endocarditis andà
mneningitis- and the presence of diplo-
cocci in ail the organs, inay have
been -due to a complication.

On. thîe other hand there is a sonie-
what-suggestive relationship betwveen
these cases of I-Ianot's cirrhosis and
epideunic jauindice, in some cases of
wvhich observers have noticed the
presence of a dipiococcus or bacillus
with polar staining.

To the best of my knowledge, no
one bias as yet recognized tlieý frequent
presence of any one form u>f micro-
organismi in the commonest form of
hepatic cirrhosis-the so-caiied portai
cirrhosis, tending to the production of
the bobnailed' liver, with or without
marked'atrophy of the Ii'zer.

On behaîf of the Government of'
thîe Domrinion, I spent the summer
of 1894.and iS895 in Nova Scotia iii-
vestigaÏirýg a very remairkable discase
aeffecting the cattie in a limited area
of the country-thîe so-caiied " Pictou
cattie disease "-of %vhich the main,
lesion is a, singularly ex--tensive cirrhor.
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