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satisfactory pathological generalizations." Apparently it ýmust
be f romi the recent cases, and f romi those to be reported upon
in the future, that these can be compiled, for the majority of
the reports, in ail but late years, fail so far short of the require-
mients, of an accurate and complete analysis, that they are prac-
tically valuieless beyond a certain amouint of clinical interest.
Kelynack, in his treatise on Renal Growths, remnarks that at
the very outset we are baffled by the confusion resiilting from
the tise, and the misuse of ternis. " Much of the matterial coin-
1)ile(l is rendered almiost tiseless for satisfactory comparison in
a great mieasuire throigli faulty or misleading nomenclature."

E'rîOLOGY.

The causative agents, as iinsisted upon by various auithors,
aire large in inmber.

Cohinheiîn's theory of rnisplaced enibryonic tissue-faulty
segmentation of the provertebral soinites, and consequent in-
clusion of somne of tiiese celis iii the primitive kidney-seems
especially applicable to those cases \vhere, in adIdition to tlue
sarcomnatous tissue, muscle fibre, cartilage, boue, etc., is fouind.

Ebert, Osier, Gardiier, Jacol)i, and others support the embry-
c)nic theory, with sliglit modifications.

Trauima, desl)ite the protected position of the kidrney in
many of the cases reported iupon, bias been especially emiphasized.

In \Valker's collection of 142 cases of renal sarcoma,
tratuma as a miarke( featuire, suicl as a kick froini a horse, blo'w,
etc., is mnentionied in 30. Other repo~rts lay equal stress tupon
this point.

\Veigert mentions the exanthemnata as one of the incidents
frequeintly l)rece(ling the gr-owtli.

Calcuili* !Bright, MIorris, and others have rel)orte(l cases
where this factor seemed to be of tindoubted etiological inuport-
anice.

.Other factors have iii different reports been mentioned. b)ut
the above seemn to hiave heen inost frequently of significance.

Amiong the predisposmg- influences are age, sex, and race,
thoughi the first is by far tlue miost important. Upon this point
there is great uniformnity of opinion. Generally speakiîug the
frequenicy increases fromn uterine life to six mionths; from six
months to four years the percentage is muchi highier, andi after
four years it drops away, a distant periofi being marked by the
8th year. In fact after this age sarcomna of the kidnley iS ex-
tremely rare iii comiparison with the foregoing years. »


