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S==C TAS OF A CATHOLIC AS TO
HIE I\VHAT SHOULD BE DONE.
] ‘ the French of Abbé Martinel, for the
franated frorm wTruo- Wilness. ’
(Continued from our last.)
4—jjow TMPORTANT IT 18 TO ENOW RELIGION, AND
TO MAKE IT KNOWN.

We bave within oursclves the germ of truth, at
Jeast since e received the ‘elements of religious
jstruction 3 but the means of culture and of fructifi-
ation come to us chielly from without. VWhat shall
«¢ obtain without the sun, the father of every plant
which hath life? ) _

God has created two great lights, inseparable from
qach other, but one greater than the other. The
macpificent Juminary raised qbove the world, and never
(0 set till the end of time, is the Clurch possessing
and diffusing from pole to pole the full light of truth,
g0 far as it can appear to-the eye of mortal wan.

The Jesser luminary is human reasom, prone to
dappeas in the clouds, and even to be totally
eclipsed, when pride_interposes betwcc_m it and t.he
an of truth 3 but so long as it keeps in connexion
#ilh im, it yiclds a mild, soft light, saitable to the
affering eye which cannot yet bear * the radiance of
tle risen day.”

Let us open the windows of our soul. Let us
admit the first light by every possible channel. Be-
fare and above all, it is necessary to know exactly
e doctrines of the Charehj to distinguish, in matters
of faith and morals, what is of obligation, from what
s not; the article of faith from the established
dogma; the latter from the opinion, merely approved
o tolerated ; the precept {rom the counsel.

To this stndy—and-it is, doubtless, somewhat dry
and tedious, but, nevertheless, indispensable to the
wiidity and precision of religious instruction,—it is
getessary to add that other, which gives it fecundity

Seriptures into the writings of the holy fathers and
{be Masters Of Ine SpIrTuai ie.. .- o

Let us also admit-the second-light, - Let us hear,
and read, the Christian philosophers. By revealing
10 our minds the numerous connexions between faith
aud reason, they will teach us the art of attaining re-
ligious truth by the truths of nature, and to confute
those who reject revealed religion, on philosophical
erounds. Lietus not imitate the heretic, who, avoiding
the light of day, shuts himself up in the abyss of the
Seriptures, with the rush-light of Lis own reason.
The book of truth presents only phantoms to his
mind, and to his heart, fruits spoiled by the worm of
doubt, and tasteless as those from which the juice bas
boen extracted. '

Let us study much, but let us meditate still more.
Erudition covers the carth with good grain: the grain
misscs, and is picked up by the birds, or trodden down
by the passing foot, if the labor of reflection do not
ik it deep enough to produce a vigorous growth.

Reading has furnished you with many religious
ileas: you cast them forth to the publie; eacl will
find therein mare or less of religious intelligence, but

- none will find therein the fuli measure. That multi-
tode of grains must be ground and kncaded, in order
tomakeit first for you, and then for others, the dread
of the sirong.

Instead of flowers, fruits, or detached branches,
the tree itself must be presented, high enough to give
aview of the heavens to the cagles, who love to soar
@ the upper regions of sublime contemplation ;
blooming enough to attract the butterflies, who take
fleasure in flying from flower to flower ; sufficiently
abundant in fruit to satiate famished souls, and with
srepgth to resist the efforts of the strongest arm.

To those who can only perceive its shade, you will
shew the mild and cheering light which fills and sur-
roonds it.  You will point out the calm retreats
liden in the depth of its foliage, for those souls who
would fain repose in the mysterious shades of the in-
faite, unfroubled by the phantoms of itlusion.

Yes, let us meditate much and often. How many
fongues, and Liow many pens are conscerated to the
Wie cause, with comparatively trifling success!

~ Wust there not be something wrong in their method ?

: Eighteen centuries ago, twelve tongues and cight

- Jos, undertook to make the word of Christ trium-

Jlant, in the midst of a world which worshipped

. ey error, and every vice. Twenty years after,

: ;he untverse presented in every region a multitude of
ervent adorers of Jesus Chirist.

;h Is true that these tongues obtained miracles

- YoM God, and made the dead to speak; but those

ff.'mifs yet live in history, and it is for us to bring

: uw,; forward. - Tt us enter the libraries wherein

"le eposited the immortal remains of the boly fathers,

1 Bdwe also shall make the dead to speak. And then

© ®regards contemporary. miracles—are they ever

Vanting to us?¢ -

The great power of ‘the Aposties consisted in this,

[ NN

al life ; to enrich the soul'with that divine sap,
which llows in such abundance from the ocean of thei

that they were whelly absorbed in the truth, and
sought only its complete trivmph. Caring little for
what the world might think of them, provided that it
thought and acted as they did, they announced the
word of life which they lad heard, which they had
seen with their eyes, which they had looked upon,
and their hands had handled! ‘They overcame
idolatry, and false philosophy, not by crushing them
beneath the weight of their own absurdity, Tut by
confronting-them with the light of the gospel.

I our word enlightens but little, it is because we
have seen but little ; if we more others but litile, and
inflame not their minds, it is that we ourselves are
but little touched, still less inflamed. In our books
and in our words, we scek ourselves too mueh for
others to seek our books or our words.

Yet it is not in energy that we are deficient. We
declai, and harangue : how is it that the number of
neophytes daes not increase? Tt is, percliance,
because ‘the thunder and the lightning of such dis-
course, may terrify, and destroy, but remain unpro-
ductive, unless the earth be watered by the early
rain ; well prepared, and covered with good seed.

We refute too. much, infinitely too much; we do
not teach enough, and it follows that our refutation
itself is defective and insufficient.

The world las its back turned towards the aliar of
truth ; it bows down te error borne in triumph through
the public places. Instead of assailing the latter,
and seeking to draw her votaries back to the foot of
the altar, which cannot bie done without viclence, we
should bring down the divine unknown from her
throne. Let her come with her incomparable majesty,
her celestial charms, to confound her unworthy rival,
fix every eye, and subdue cvery heart. Content
yourself with an occasional thrust at the inselent
iissailants who obstruct ler way, or fling dirt upon
ler.
wretches, would give them an importance which ihey,

“of themselves, have not. . -

‘Let us beware of degrading that daughter of

heaven, by attiring ber after our own fashion, ioading,

her witd” the - gew-gaws of our imagination. She
has herself portrayed her own loveliness, in the
book which slie presents to us: therein do we find
the divine features which ought to embellish, and to
animate the body of doctrine; therein are prepared
those colars, which are to make life sparkle on the
ereat canvas, where the hand of the Clurch las
traced with precision the plan, and the forms of
faith. That genius is but a very inferior one, which
cannot give to religion enough of glory to cast itself
into the shade.

Let us then penetrate inte the depth of the Serip-
tures, catechism in hand, the Jamp of tradition by our
side ; and instead of going forth, like the spend-
trifts of the Bible, who load themselves with a pro-
vision of texts, to Ning right and left at the heads of
the passers-by, we shall move on like Moses, carrying
the word wiich subdues the nations, and adorned
with that divine halo of doctrine, which altests our
intimate communion with the Deity,

( To be continued.)

THE INFLUENCE OF CATHOLICITY ON THE
CIVIL INSTITUTIONS OF THE UNITED
STATES—I'IE NATURE AND NECESSITY
OF THIS INFLUENCE.

A LECTURE DY THE RT. REV. DR. O’CONNOR.

Delivered in Muosonic Hall, Pittsburgh, Yith March,
1852, jor the Bencfit of St. Paul’s Orphan Asylum.

The occasion which has called us together is one
which awakens recollections, and regalls objects of a
peculiar character. We have come to honor the
memory of St. Patrick—of that Apostle who planted
the standard of Cliristianity in Ireland.  His career
was a most remarkable one.  Few, if any, professed
to believe in the doctrines of that religion when he
landed upon its shores; and at his death, more [a-
vored than that other Bishop, whe rejoiced that fewer
heathens remained in the land than he had found
Christians when he went there, Patrick saw the whole
people initiated in one faith, a¥l left all of the in-
habitants of Ireland united to Jesus Christ.

Diflerent from most other nations, Ireland did not
find it necessary that the blood of martyrs should be
shed before the seed of Christianity took firm root.
That sad necessity was avoided for centaries, and
when at last it came, the blood of Erin’s children
was shed in the name of Christianity, and by the
hand of the stranger. ~

The faith of Ireland had made it renowned for
many centurics ;—studeats from all parts of Juurope
flocked thither, receiving at the same time nourish-
ment and instruction, and her sons associnted with
those of England, went to carry instruction to those
nations from which civilisation had been swept away.
"They left their names inscribed on the mountains and
valleys of Germany and Sritzerland, as well as on
the plains of Belgium and France, and cven Italy

Too much attention. to the insults of these

itselfy and successfully propagated the faith in which
Patrick had instructed their forefathers.

We lhave come Lo this couniry—I say e, for I
am confident that many of you, like mysell, are from
the land of Patrick—we have come to this country,
not bringing riches of gold or silver; we have not
come distinguished in a special manner for the pos-
session of many of those arts which immediately
contribute to the material prosperity of a nation, but
I perhaps do not flatter inyself when I say that we
have brought what is more precions than gold or sil-
ver—the sacred deposit of our faith. The important
advantages, even of a temporal kind, flowing from that
faith, will cuable us' to repay the generosity with
whicli-we have been received. We owe it {o our-
selves, and Lo - the other inhabitants of the land, to
speak: clearly and baldly of the nature and of the
claims of ihat faith which we possess, for our grati-
tude sliould lead us to tell the advantages that we
can afford to others, and should be of a nature not
unbecoming generous souls to give or to receive.

Some may suppose that there is sometling like
presumption in saying that our religion has anything
te do with -the civil institutions of the United States ;
other systems of religion claim these ds peeuliarly
their own, aud men ask with deflance—What has
Catholicity done for them 1

Tt is not my intention to citer upon a tepic which
has been lately treated hy the illustrious Archbishop
of New Yorlr, who undertook to prove, and, T think,
satisfactorily proved, that Catliolics have cver showed
a firm and wnalterable adherence to the Tnstitutions
of this country, and have done their full share in
developing andl perfecting them. ‘L'hough you may
deem it- startling, allow me, however, to say I claim
more—a mitich greater share for Cathelicity in the
formatiop of the Civil Institutions of the Uhited
States. . ' ‘ ‘ L

“We arg l,iving,‘to"‘ be sure, in 2 Sountry.vhich is
rapidly-in. “dsing ju power, and- extending the bles-
sings .ciits-fovernment to millions—a country which
we sée’ ndrancing with  giant strides, and when T am
ask_ed:“'vlialg_Qg_ll;oliciiy has done for it, I will .illus-
trate ¥ position by ‘referring to'what I consider a
parallel case; . Suppose I now stood, as I'did not
long ago, under- the vanited ceilings of York Minster
or Westminster Abbey, or in the majestic Cathedral
of Canterbury, I might, it is true, hear chaunted a
service with which I could not sympathise—a doc-
trine preached which I could not adopt. If any one,
however, would point to the noble buildings them-
selves and ask if Catholicity could produce anything
equal or like, what would be my reply? Why, that
it bad erected zhem. I would not find it necessary
to go abroad for illnstrations.of what Catholicity
could do. Others might pray or preach now in these
temples, the usher might conduct men through their
almost deserted aisles for a shilling ; the worn steps
on which millions adored when England was Catholic,
gave abundant proof that the structuresirere erected
by men of: another faith, and all knew that that faith
was the Catholic.

T will not hesitate to say, and I think T will be
borne out in {he assertion, that the institutions of the
United States, glorious as they are considered to be,
like the Cathedrals of Ingland, are substantially the
work of Catholic hands.

They certainly were not founded during the pre-
sent gencration.  They were transmitted to us, all
will admit, by the men of the Revolution,and what did
they do? They threw off the yoke of Great Britain,
they declaredthemselves independent of English rule,
but did they found any new institutions T—any ncw
system of government? Cerlainly not. All the great
principles of the gavernment which they organised,
pre-existed 3 they existed before the Llevolution, and
il was the boast of those engaged in that struggle,
that it was undertaken in defence of Znuaded liberty.

Lt usJonk at theematter somewhat in detail ; and,
first of all, Jet us ask what is the hest and main por-
tian of our jurisprudence-—the great bulwark of our
institutions? Iivery enlightened man will tell you it
is the common law of England. Even to-day, if you
enter the courts of justice in this country, on what
principles will you find the law expounded which
governs these States? On what principles will you
find the law resting which regulates the intereourse
Detween man and man? On that of the Commion
Law, which is in force in every State in the Union ;
or, at least, in those States, the inhabitants of which
descended from Tinglish ancestors.

On this our institutions were founded ; it consti-
tutes the most valuable portion. of our system, and
the most distinguished writers on jurisprudence have
not hesitated 1o point out this Common Law as the
best ever invented by mman, not cven cxcepting the
Justinian Code itself. '

Now, bad Cathalicity anything to do with the for-
mation ot this prized Common Law? Wy, itis

wholly the production of Catholics. It was the law

of Great Britain before Protestantism existed, aud
while Catholicity was its only religion. The Justi-
nian Code had its origin in the days of Iaganism,
though it was modified by the infusion of Christianity.
The Common Law was cntirely the product of
Christian—of Catholic agencies.

In fact, whatever men they think of its origin,
whether, as some say, it is a system originating in
customs that gradually grew up in the nation ; or, as
others suppose, it is a system of enactments, particu-
larly of the days of Alfred, the records of which are
now lost, no one can trace it back to any other than
to a Catholic source.

And 1 would here remark that this Common Law,
this noblest port of our system, presents features very
analagous to some of those considercd most objec-
tionable in Cathalicity. It was founded upon tradition,
by tradition it was transmitted, and, like Catholicity,
was expounded by tribunals established for the pur-
pose. It wasdeposited in the heart and mind of the
nation, the nation being always conscious of its true
character, and no man can say that it ever was or can
be written so fully as to make the living sentiment of
the nation unnecessary for its protection. Records
of authoritative decisions may be brought forward,
the writings of tlie sages of other days may be ap-
pealed to to define the one and the otber. Both may
be said with truth to be now, and to have been long
since writien, as far as a living principle be grasped
by ink and paper, but the vita! principle that under-
stands, transmits, and speaking through legal organs,
applies and decides, is the real preserver and ox-
pounder, both of Common Taw aid of Catholie
tradition. In the Churel, it is the principle of life
nspired by God, and destined to remain there for
ever; in the state, it is the life infused chicfly by a
heaven-born religion, its faith and its institations.

We thus find in Catholicity the origin and the type
of the great vivifying principle of the noblest portion
of our Institutions. .. . ., . .. e

Going furtherinto details, you willfind. that all
the principles whish have been ever considered the
cardinal points of the constitution, came down [rom
Catholic times.. For example, the principle that as-
serts the necessary connection -between taxation and
representation does not owe its origin to the Revo-
Intion. Tt was in defence of that very principle that
the colonists revolted. Nor can ils orgin be traced
to the days of the Reformation, for it goes hack
farther than the recorded memory of man can reach,
and existed as one of the cardinal principles of Catha-
lic England.

Aud let me here say that the Reformation was
introduced into England only after, and by a partial,
though, fortunately, not a permament, overthrow of
the system of represcntation. Tt was only by de-
stroying the character of old Inglish parliaments that
a Henry was enabled to separate JZngland from the
unity of the Catholic Church, And as Henry did,
so you will fnd did many of lis successors. 'F'hey
encroached upon the system of representation first
by holding long Parliaments,and then by bribery,
parcelting out for this purpose the spoils derived from
the robbery of the Church, and so wilh other things,
until the liberties of Old England—of Catholig
England—scemed almost to have passed away.

Nor was the system of representation which pre-
vailed in ancient times,a fictitious one, for all estates
were represented, and all bad a right to make their
voices heard. It was only in the time of Heory the
Sixth, that a forty shilling freebold property qualifica-
tion was required to constitute o man a voter; up to
that time all the inhabitants had 2 voice in the selee-
tion of their representatives. We find the broad
principles of English representation laid down in the
writ of summons addressed to the Archbishop of .
Canterbury, in the twenty-third year of LEdward the
First. Trom this it appears that what regarded the
interests of all the various eslates, was to be regulated
Dy an assembly, in which all were to be represented;
and what was the interest of a part of the people,
was under the control of that portion. And what
was their power ?

It may be gathered from the fact, that more thun
once they called on the monarch in the same manner
as they would on a county officer or sheriff, to give
an account of his stewardship. Nay, in more than
one instance, they deposed him.  This was the case
with Henry the Second and Richard the Second, and
the aspirants for the succession prescnted themsclves
before the representatives of the people’ with as
much deference as if the government bad been de-
clared Republican.

The representatives then enquired rigorously how
the sovereign had disposed of their money,and though
the right to declare war was vested in him, if’ Parlia-
ment did not approve of the war they would tell him
to go and fight his own battles, as was several ‘times
the case when war was declared against France, and
would give him neither men nor money. :



