4

~

, . v,

R m—

2

THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC GHRONICLE—MARGH, 14, 1873,

boloved child. When, suddenly, a thought came
into bis mind: # There is one whom I kunow to be
ask Him,
"He may Tdise my child from death” Accord-
e ho want out, To our Lord; and the
3 first of all,
ard adored Him, Why did be dothis? Is it law-
ful for & man to-'kneel down and ndotre l]:ls {a(]ilow-
ah 7 Nol - Is.it lawful for n man to kaeel down
o the ‘Gt Gog? No! Is it lawful
¥neel down!and adore, the Blessed

‘this Lord of life and death. I will go and:

ingly.he went out, looking for )
moment he met Him, ho knelt down,

and sdore the angels

fof: you ot me.to:

itgin Mary, the' or.of God?' No.l¥ Adorstion. |
Mot Mothior and “we cannot: take these
to mean any other sense of
3 "knew'thn:i] lilttltliough
he only saw & nian, that man; was God,—that hewas
in ﬁxe’x’zresenoe of ,God;' and. ‘“hejinelt down and
adored” his God. How did he kndw thia? He only
saw the man, Jesus Christ; he only saw the man
whom the Pharisees were watching, whom the
priests were plotting against ;—a man that was dy-
bated by the highest men, And yet this

i X D

belongs ta- God a\?i]:&g;
words, * he adored him,} to m
the words, than thiat the riler

spised and

man came and adored Him, because he had faith;

and faith means the argument of things that appear
not ;~—faith means the knowledge of things that eye

hath not seen, that are not comprehended by the
mind. Faith means more than this, the actual
thought, acknowledging, kneeling down and ador-
ing Jesus Christ wherever He is. .

Then the woman came, and said in her own
heart ;~wasted as she was by en isaue of blood for
twelve years ; drained of all her life-bloed ; languid
even unto death; incurable; abandened by all
Juman aid ;—the moment she saw our Lord passing,
she gaid—4 Oh! if I eould only touch the hem of
His garment, I konow that I should be healed!”
Faintly, with a great effort, she advanced; and the
multitude mercifully let her approach, F llngl‘ng
herself upon the ground, she just touched her Sa-
viour's robe ; and that mement sho was healed. He
terned towards her, and said—"Be of good heart,
daughter ; thy faith hath made thec whole, )

Now, my dearly beloved Dbrethren, it is to this
great subject of faith that I invite your attention to-
day., And why? Because welive in an age that
Ignores and despises this divine, theological virtue.
"Because we live in an age, and amonygst men who
tell us that if we have prudence, industry, sobrizty,
truthfulness, and all tho other manly virtues, that
thesc are cnough, and that it docs not matter much,
after all, what a man believes,—that his faith_is of
Little or no account,—provided he has the virtues
that will enable him to get on well in this world,
znd be an ornament to socicty., This is the cant of
our day ; this is the language which is hinputed in op-
position to thie Catholic Church. For instance in
the system of education in the Public Schools, the
State says: "I will teach the children, I will
make smart, clever men of them, I will teach them
to e homest and truthful, 1 will teach them to be
upright and manly, I will teach them to be pru.
dent, industrious men of business. Dut, as for
faith, or religion, I have no pasticular form of faith.
1 will not teach them that. But, after oll, it does
not matter; it is a matter of very sccondary im-
portance.” This is the spirit of our day that has
made, inside the Catholic Church, that tremendous
evil whicl is staring us in the face, of 1housands of
‘Catholics who sny: 1 have the faith. I profess
the faith. I am a Catholic to the backbone;” yet
they do not act up to it. Ask that man when he
was last at confession ?2——when did he go to commu-
mion? #0h, it is not necessary!” It is years since
he was &t the sacrawents. “1ll go when I.am
dying.” They do not aet up lo it. With them it is
a profession, nothing more. They believe. Yes,
they have the faith; but that fuith is not the prin-
ciple of life. Thercfore, the error which despises
the principles of faith outside the Churcl, is found
in the Church in practical contempt of the practiccs

of faith.

To such as those, then, I wish to speak. What is
the faith nmong men that have it or desire to have
it? St. Paul lays down this great truth,—that,
# faith is the principle of Christian life” Again he
says, man lives by faith,—that faith is the govern-
ing power of Lis actions, giviug tone to all tho ac-
tions of his life ; strengthening him in everything,
guiding bim, animating him, strengthening him to
mnke & {bousand sucrifices, Thevefors he says :—
« Per fidem ambulamus, non per res videmus.” We walk
by faitk, and not by things that appear. Itis there-
fore, according to the Apostle, a principle. Whgt
does this mean ? In the world every man has or is
supposed to have certain principles. We talk of a
man’s political principles ; we talk of a man's reli-
gious principles; we talk of a man's commerciul
principles ; we say of a man, that he is a man of
high principles; thathe is & man of Democratic
principles ; or his political principles are Repullic-
an; or his principles are Radical, s the case may
be, What docs this mean? Two things. First of
all, it means that that man has a certain conviction
upon his mind of the truth,—a certain line of ac-
tion,—certain principles that he admits into his
mind, hie goes und acts upon them. Thus, for in-
stance, & man is a Dcnocrat: What does that
mean politicails ? It means that according to his
judgment —weighing the pros and cous,—he thinks
it is better to preserve the State rights of this great
Republic. Then he thinks it better io maintain
cach individual State in independence, as far as re-
gards its own lnws, in the Federal Union. ‘Themo-
ment he admits that, after weighing the arguments,
pro and contrn,—the moment he admits it into his
mind, the very next thing be does s’ to join & De-
mocratic club, or give a Democratic vote in the
election. In a word, his couviction becomes prin.
ciple when he puts it into actien, Understand this
well ; a mere intellectual conviction is not prinet-
ple. Whatdo you say of the man, for instance, who
is convincud, intellectually, that the Democrats are
right; and then votes withgbhe Radicals? You will
gay lie is a man of no principle. Whnt_ would you
tay of a man that said the Catholic religion was the
true one, and yet he went every Sunday to the Pro-
testant Ckurch? You would 8ay, he is 2 man of no
religious principte. And why? Because his convice-
tion is there, but he does not act uponit, It is
only when the conviction of the mind is reduced to
action, and the man knows which of the candidates
he will nphold, and which is the cnemy of his prin-
ciple. Thus it is in politics—tbus it is in com-
merce, and in all the relations of public life. .

Faith, according to St. Paul, is principle, I wish
to look upon it in this light, measured by the
standard of human principle. Now, in order that
you may know what faith must be, what is the first
thing necessary in mnn, when he pretends to have
principles, political or otherwise? The very 'ﬁrst
thing nucessary is, that he should know precisely
what his convictions are. The man that docs not
Lnow the merits of his party, does not know what
line of aclion he intends to pursue, does not know
the issue of a political vote: he knows nothing
about it: that man has no principle. A man must
have & clear idea in his mind, well cut and well de-
fined. What do you ssy of a man, for instance,
who is constantly changing, not knowing cxactly on
which side to vote ; onc day with onc party, another
day with another party; on one question on the
Republican, and another on the Democratic side?
You would say of bim that he iz a man who has no
clear notion, no accurate iden of what Democracy, or
Radicalism, or Republicanism means. As in poli-
tics, 80, ir like manner, the man who, in religion,
does not knew what to beliove, and says: “ Well,
the Catholic Church may be the frue one; I am
really inclined sometimes to- think if is the true

one; but, after all, I don't know; the Protestant
Church seems to me to be false, and sometimes I
think it is all right” You would say that man has
no clesr principle at all, and why? becausc that
man has no definite idea in his mind either in poli-
acal or in commersial relations. What de you say

:

" Clirist living ir her ; because He speaks in her; be-

‘is not inspired, but the Church is directed, andso

of a man in the commercial relations of life who did:
not know the difference between right and wrong;
who .but to-day would neot steal, and to-morrcw,
again would stand up and say it is lawful to do this,
-that or the other disrcputable thing? You would
say of such a man that he. has no prineiple—no
clear iden of right or wrong—he has no defined
principle. Tlie very first neccssity of any prineiple
is that-it shall be a clear principle, well cut and
.well defined in the mind; without this it cannot
‘even exist, R )

Secondly, being thus .well defined in the mind,
Ahe next thing is that o man's principle, whatever it
‘be, shall be firm ;—that he shall grasp it firmly;
gnd -that it shall enter into his soul deeply, ns an
intellegtual csnviction; so that it shall remain
there unmoved and immovable. Otherwise we
decm him ag a man without principle. Of a man
constantly changing sidés, the newspapers say, in
the United States. *Ho is & great Democrat this
year; Iast year he was a Know-Nothing. A Radical
ec-day, he was o Liberal Republican yesterday. To-
day he goes in for Greeley; yesterday he was preach-
ing for Grant” What do you say of that man?
You say he has no principle at all ;—no firmness of
principle at all, What greater reproacl can- you
put upon a man than to say,—“You turned your
coat; you have shifted your politics.” I remember,
once, when I was a boy, seeing a man in Galway,
who became a great < Repealer,” and .wanted to get
into Parlinment. His principles were well known;
up to that very time he was & great Tory. He came
into the court-house; and another gentleman there
wanted to tell the people how he had changed from
being a Tory to a Repealer; and he toek off his
coat and turned it inside out. I feel that it is
scarcely proper—I feel the impropriety of illustrat-
ing. on such an occasion as this, my arguments
with such familiar examples—1I feel that this is not
the time nor the place to say a word that will pro-
voke laughter; yet, still I want to impress upon
you by this means that principle, wherever it exists,
must be firm in the mind—must be there unmoved
and immovable ; or else it is no principle at all.
Thirdly—Principle wherever it exists, shonld be
reduced to action. It must animate a man’s life.
It must show itsolf in hLis support of the paity he
talks of in politics ;—in theline he pursues in com-
merce, in his social relntions, and also in religion;
for, if not thero, practically, it is not principle at all,
but & mere mental epinion that slides in the mind,
and goes back and forth from that. These being the
three great features of principle let us apply them
to faith.

Tirst at all, it follows, that,if faith be the principle
of Christian life, that faith must be clear, definite,
logical--well defined, and resting upon an intellectual
basia from which it can never be moved. It is mere
sentimeny, it is not faith. If it is inere opinion, no
matter how strong, it is not}faith. It mustbe an in-
tellectual couviction, kuowing well the reason why
it exists, and as clearly defined, a8 well and accurately
impressed upon the mind that conceives it as a
mathematical conclusion. An cpinion may change,
whilst he who holdsit, holdsit only by the uncertain
grip of hisjownreason. That, which uppears reason-
able to-day, may appear unreasonable to-morrow.
Such is the uncertainty of the mind of man. But
faith, which is only comprehended in the mind as the
truth of God,—as the truth of God, as itis in the
mind of God :—or the truth of God as expressed by
the lips of God ;—that faith must Le as clear and as
accurate as it is in the mind of the Eternal Truth
that conceived it. I ask you where do we find it ?
Where, urder the canopy ot henven, is this well-
defined faith, the moment a man goes outside the
limits of the Catholic Church? In the Catholic
Church,—in this body, instituted by Christ to pre-
serve, to perpotuate, and to spread His religion,—
every man knows acourately and precisely what he
Lelieves. Ask any one Catholic a question on any
matter of faith, and you have asked two hundred mil-
lions. Ask one Catholic man the simple question, “Is
Christ present in the Blessed Eucharist.” and he will
smswar with two hun Ired millions at hisback:%Yes;
He is there as sure as He is upon the Father's right
hand in Heaven” Ask one Cathelic, can the priest
forgive sins, in the Sacrament of Penanco, and he
will answer with the voice oftwo hundred millions :
“Yer, he can forgive sins as surely as Christ, our
Lord, forgave sins.” So with every article of faith ;
clear accurate, well-defined, the Catholic Church
uever teaches withan uncertain voice.  The Catholic
never says, “We are inclined to belicve that"—or
“this may be true”—or “there may be a doubt, or
probability, that Christ is present in the Dlessed
Eucharist ’—*a great deal may bo said on the side
of the priest’s forgiving sings ;' —‘some men believe
that the child, on baing baptised, is released from
original sin.” The Catholic Church never speaks
that way. Why? Becausc she has the mind of
cause {he Holy Ghost is upor: her lips. The Church
she can never err, nor never teach with an uncertain
voice, Ask the first priest you mect any qnestion
of faith, und he answers, “The Church teaches this:
this is true; that is false; this is aright thing;
that is a wrong thing. He that believes this shall
be saved ; he that Delieves not shall be condemned.”
No uncertainty; no doult expressed; no wavering
voice answers us in the Cathelic Church, Every-
thine is answered ; is clear, wellcut in its firm dog-
matic expression, s it lies in the mind of God. Go
cutside the Catholic Church,and faith ceases {o
have a voice of certainty. Go outside the Catholic
Church, and, at once, you find yourself in the midst
of contending schools, one contradicting the other;
one denying what the other admits. The Episco-
palinn Drotestant admits the existence of an erder
of necessary Bishops. The Calvinist comes in and
says; It is not truo; it is agrinst the Scriptures
and I have as good a right to the Scriptures as
you The Unitarian comes in and says ; “Thero is
no Trinity; there is only cne God, and there are no
persons in God.” The Quaker comes in and says;
“That is truc ; for the Holy Ghost has come into me.”
"The Unitarian says : “No; there is no such being as
the Holy Ghost; for I have as good a right to the
Scriptures as you,” In a word, the moment you go
outside the Catholic Church, Christianity, as a re-
lizion, becomes contemptible. It cannot stand
beside the Prganism of old. 'The Pagans of old, to
be sure, nll velieved in a certain set of fulse gods,
but they believed in them with a certain unity of
belief. They had acertain unity amongst them,—
a certnin system of firm faith. Christianity, outside
the Church, loses its respectability, beenuse it loses
certainity. What would a philosopher say—what
could one of the Chinuse or Japanese pagan philoso-
phers say, wben lLie came to contemplate twenty,
thirty, or o hundred sects, all fighting over the open
page of the Dible,~all fighting over one sentence
of the Bible. What could such a one saybut:
#0h| thou God of the Christians, you are, surely
a God of confusion, or you never would have thrown
such a bono - of contention among your followers.”
But, the moment he enters the Catholic Church,
there does he find the voice that claims to be the
very voice of Christ :—there does he find the great,
mighty mother of truth, teaching with the certain
voico of aulhority, laying herhand uyon the grave,
—the empty grave of the Saviour, and saying: “I
stood by this tomb, on Easter morning, when He-
arose, and stood in spirit with me. And when He
sent down the "seven-fold gifts of the Spirit upon
me, preaching, I went forth upon Pentecost Sunday,
and unfurled the banner of Christ in the streets of
Jerusalem. . That command I have carried into evey
land, and I defy philosophers and historians to men-
tion oro single persecution in which I have ever
failed to preach with an uncertain voice, or contra-
dictedmy own testimony.! .

Again, faith must be firm, it must be immevable

brethren, what o comfort it is for us Catholics to

of & hostile world, and bears the scn_ltinizing gl'apce
of thousands of hostile, inimical intcllects. She
Bays: ® When have I ever wavered in my faith, or

bave I ever allowed King, or. Kaizer, or people to
contradict me 77 The moment that any man, Bishop,
Archbishop, Emperor or King, with & mighty m'mon
at his back dared to raise up against her teachings,
to deny ono titéle of the Church's doctrine—that
moment she cut them off &s rotten branches. She
lost to herself half the world, and she couldn’t help
it, unless she moved from its basis the magnificent
faith that she got from God. %This werld shall
come to an end; all things shall pasg away; lLut
the Church of God will never sacrifice one iota of
the truth; because Christ has said that ¢ the gates of
hell shall never prevail againat her.'”

Now, for us €atholics, I come to the most import-
ant reflection of this sermon. Dearly beloved, ns
long as any truth is only viewed as a mere intel-
lectual conviction, or & mere profession, it is not
yet a principle. For instance, in politics,if n man
sayg: I am intellectmally comvinced . that.the
Democratic is the best form of Gevernment in
America, I profess myself a Democrat;” then when
the election comes, he abstains fiom voting, or gives
his vote te the epposite party, what would you say
of such & one? You wouldsay: “ Your convictions
may be Democratic, but your principles are not;
you do not act on them. Now, so it is with
faith. Faith, if it is to be the principle of Christinn
life must show itself, not ounly in the profession of
the lips, but alse in the actions of life. In order
to do this, man mustlive up to his faith, Whatever
that faith tenches him—he must live up to it. The
Catholic faith szys “ Blesscd are the poor in spirit
for theirs js the Kingdom of Heaven.” It is hard
for the rich or avaricious man te enter there. There-
fore, the Catholic man must never allow his heart

-and soul to be entirely set upon the thinge of this

world, 50 ns to induce him to forget his God. The
€athelic faith says : “Blessed are the pure of heart,
for they shall see God.” Thevefore, the Catholic
man must restrain his passions; he must keep his
vile, earthly, lustful, desires in check; he must
never, in thought, in word, or in deed, offcnd the
God of infinite purity; he must be pure in thought,
pure in conviction, and pure in action. The Catho-
lic Church teaches us that the sinner must approach
and bumble himsclf in sorrew, and show himself to
the pricst, and must, through the priest, touch the
Lem of Christ's robe,—the sacramental robe that
flows around Him. He must come in personal con-
tact with our Lord, through the priest,in order to
bo lealed of his sin. Remember, in this day's
Gospel, the woman did not touch our Lord ; she did
not touch iim at all; she did not touch His person;
she only touched the hem of His garment ; but that

garment was upon Him; nnd therefore shie was

henled.

The Protestant says: “If our Lord were present
upon this earth, I would go to confession to Him,
but not to & priest.” It is true, we are nothing bat
the hem of the garment of our Divine Lord. Itis
true that yeu do not come, personally and directly,
to Jesus Christ; but you touch the hem of His gar-
ment—the garment that belongs to Him. We be
leng to Him ;—we are, in ourselves, as lifeless, as
mean, and as despicable as that picce of cloth was
which He wore, and which derived all its healivg
power, all its peculiar virtue, and all its Divine
power, was from the very fact that it floated areund
the feet and hung frem the shounlders of the Son of
God, So, the priesthood is the garment,—the robe
which trails through this world behind Him ; touch-
ing which every sinner finds that the priest is as the
Lord of glaory, fouching him with a sacramental and

‘a healing hand.

Now, may I nsk you, how is man to be pure?—

bow is he to be unwordly ?7—how ig he to be

humble nnd forgiving ?—how is he to muke sacri-

ficer, every day if necessary, even the sacrifice of
life if it be demanded, s it was dewmanded of onur

Irish forefathers in days gone by ?7—how is ha to do

all this, unless the grace of God be with him ? How

can we do it of eurselves? Even with all the faith

that we have,—even though we were the best of
Catholics (as far as regards belief) in the world—

even though our faith were atrong enougl: to move

mountaing, without grace-——that is to say, without

divine charity—we can still do nething. There-

fore whenever faith is the principle—whenever it is

the Catholic principle—it must be accompanied by

grace. Christ, our Lord,in the daythat He unfurled

the standard of the Gospel, gave faith by his preach-

ing. He also poured forth grace, in order that men,

through their advancement in grace might be able

to live up to their faith; cven to bear the efficacious

principle in their lives. Faith alona would not do

this. If faith alone would do this, St. Paul never

would have said:—"“You may have faith strong

enough to move mountains, and not have chavity.”

If faith alone—that is to say firm belicf—made man

able to do good, Christ never would havesaid : “The

devils believe and tremble” The strength of their

faith did not manke them able to do good. No'a

man mey have the faith of the Catholic Chnreh in

his mind; and yit he may be a disgrace to his

church, and to his fellow Cathelics. Now, the fact

is, as wa all know well, the great truth is the un.

happy man who is a disgrace te his religion is nover

so demonstrative in proclaiming his Catholicity as

when le is under the influence of drink, actually"
scandalizing his Church and proving & stumbling

block to the church to which he belongs, Faith

must be accompanicd by divine grace, or clse it is
mere conviction, which never will be elevated to the

dignity of principle by being let into the life of the

wortls of our Lord when he gaid to his Apostles:

“You are the light of the world, by your preaching.”
You are also.” He said “the salt of the earth: the

healing power, which is (o heal and preserve the

corruption of mankind from further corruption, by

the Sacraments, Whenever the Sacramenty are not

side by side with faith, there can be no faith asa
pringiple. Wherefore He suid : “Go teach all nations
teach them ; baptize them” ; that isto say, give them

light—give them a principle of faith, by teaching;

and give them grace, by the Sacraments.

Now, I ask you, where is this fajth to be found ?

Faith,—accompanied by divine grace,~where is it
to be found, excopt in the Catholic Church ? Oh my
friends, Jike the garden of Bden of old,—the earthly
paradise around which flood the great river, so,around
the Catholic Church, throughit, and irrigating it on
every gide, flow the channels, ever filled with waters

of divine grace,—the rivers that ftow from the foun-
tain of mercy, to meet every want of our spiritual
nature; to meet every requirement of our souls r—

vinging us forth unto God in Baptism : strengthing
ug unto Godin Confirmation ; feeding us, as men must
be fed, in order to live, by Holy Communion : healing
us, in our spiritual sickness, by the Sacrament of Pen-
ance; and preparing us for the last terrible journey, by
Extreme Unction. In a word, every requirement of
the spiritnal body,~overy requirement for society and
for the individual,—is to be found in the Church.
Christ, our Lord, has opencd up a new river of divine
grace,

‘Where outside the Catholic Church, is that faith.
to be found? The most that anybody pretends to
outside the Cntholic Church, is to create a convic-
tion in the mind, The greatest preacher gr the
most cloquent minister, outside the Catholic Chiurch,
docs not pretend to ‘do more than to give & mental
principle or convietion. Ark any one of them,—go
stand in their pulpits, and say: “I have admired,
sir, the elogquence with which you have advocated
tho cauge of Christ. You have taught me how
humble He was; you have taught me to love Him.

in the mind it must be unchangeable, Whare do

I see many objests of human love around me dis-

wo.find this; ‘my friends? Oh'! dearly beloved

kuow that our history—the history of our Church,
of our mother—lies there open’ before the criticism

given up one iota of the Gospel’s message ? When

tracting me, drawing me away from Him: so.many-

fell from your lips, and through your wordsNI am
convinced of my duty of loving him ; and that duty
ean be accomplishied only by the divine grace giveén
me, by which I shall be cnabled to Lieep:-myself in
eommunion, 'with Him." - Outside the Catholic
Church, neither; proacher, fior any . other man con'
give any guarantee to hin ‘who thus asks, - He says :
“I have ng power from' ‘God. -I cannot touch yon
with a healing -hand.: Are you: 'weak? I have no
food to give youx there'is no -Eucharist here. Are
you trembling in ypur spiritual infancy? I have no-
sacramental grace of Confirmation to give you.
There is no ‘grace here : the fountain'is dried np;
the river of purifying waters has long since censed
to flow. A man whose name was Luther, with sll
the power of heli, damned up the stream,and kept
back the sacramental graces which flow now in their
old channels around the paradise of the Catholic
Church : but here the river bed is dry.”

But, onthe other hand,. dearly beloved, in the
Catholic Church itsclf, where there is the water
flowing of “Divine grace, therc are children of the
Church standing, who refuse to make usc of the
Sacramental waters, and remain with all their sins
upon their head. Of whai avail, then, is it to Bea
Cathbolic for the man who stays away three, four or
ten years from confession? I remember once meet-
ing a man who acknowledged to me that he was ten
years away from ‘confession ; and he was a, most
fervent Catholic. * ¥ said to him this one word:
“Now, you believe in my power to absolvo yeu
from sin ;—you know the curse-of God is upon you,
and yot a single ray of Divine grace can ever pene-
trate to your soul, as long ag that curse is there.
You cannot pretend that it is & misfortune of yours,
that you had not those graces at your call ; yet, for
every moment of this time, you knew God will
judge you. The Protestant does not know anything
dbout it ; consequently he does not go to confession :
but you know it; and I ask you, if you both stood
before the throne of Ged, Which of the two would be
the nfost guilty ?” Likea trne man, he laid hold of
the collar of my coat, and would not let me go until
he Dbrought me into a private room ; and he did
penance and changed his life. So I say, my friends,
of what nvail to good are the waters of penanec that
are flowing, if you wesh notin them? When Nai-
‘man, the Syrian, came tothe Prophet Elias, and
asked to be cured of a leprosy, the Prophet told him :
“1f you wish to be cured, go down and bathe three
times in the river Jordan” Tho foolish man said:
“I will mot do it ;" and was returning home with his
leprosy, when his servant stopped him and said:
“Why, master, it is such an easy thing to go down
into the water. Why will you refuse to do it?
Cotne, let us go back” He bathed and came out
neked, with his ‘flesh as clenn as that ef a little
child. Before you, Catholics, is the Jordan of divine
grace flowing,—the waters of penance tinged with
the blood of Christ. You stand there upon these
banks, in sight of the running stream of divine
grace, with leprosy and defilement upon you,—an
object of disgust to the angels of God. You stand
there Iike the Syrian Naiman, and you say: “I will
not do it!” Was ever foolishuess to be compared to
thgs ? And still you pretend you have religious
principles as Catholics! Nol 1Itis only your con-
viction; it is not your uction; it is not your prin-
ciple. You are believing with the Church, but you
nre_act-iug with the enemies of the Church: you are
acting with the devil. How is it that, in this our
day, there are so many Cathalics that sny : %1 don't
understand all this talk about Catholic parochial
schools. I send my children to the Public Schonl.
I send them there to learn; for the Pretestant
schools are the best for edncation ; and it is no
matter to me about religion. I do not wish to have
my children edncated under the halids of the priest
and the nun.” Whatdo you say of a Catholic who
speaks of things inthis way? You say.yon are a
Catholic by convietion, and you are hpstile to Cathe-
licity by your action; for it is the outside view,—
the action of o man,—through the life he leads —
that determines bis principles, his Church and his
religion,

Why is it that 0 many, now-a-days, say : “ Oh,
the Pope! it was time for him to give up his tem-
poral power. Victor Emanuel keeps him in impri-
sonment ! Well, after all, there is a great deal to be
gaid for Victor Emanuel, who is a man inclined to
fight against the Pope.” The Catholic who speaks
in this way would not deny any oue point of Cathe-
lic doctrine, and is prepared to die rather than do it;
yet, he is only a Cathelic by conviction, and is anti-
Catholic in principle. So, I sny to you, that unless
you let this divine religion into your henrts ;—unnless
you let this divine influence purify your lives —
unless you let the Sacraments come and cleanse you
from sim, and rest upon you in all the cleanliness of
purity, strengthening you inthe way of God and
enabling you to live a life that will be a shining
light in the demestic circle of yonr friends, (and, in-
deed, of the world), necording to the word addressed
to the Apostles by our Lord: ¥ Let your light so
shine before men that they may see your works, nnd
give glory to the Father who is in heaven ;"—unless
you do this, you do not live up to the faith—to the
dignity and the principles nor the glory of your re.
ligion, Fer, wmy friends, it is when the sad, dak
days come,—then it is that a mau’s principles arc
put 1o the test. Tt is only in the evil days of their
crucifixion, and eacrifice, and dapger—then it is
that the strength and grandeur of principle shine
out. Thus it was, in the olden time;a Inw was made
in Ircland, that any priest found saying Mass should
be dragged upon the spot to the scaffold and hanged
until he was almest dead, and then, before the life
Teft him, his heart wasto betaken out from his
body, and held before his dying eyes! And yet, in
that day, there were as many priests as there are to-
day. Time was, wlen, if a Catlolic in Ireland was
found sheltering a priest, it meant confinement, im
prisonment, confiscation, and banishment, Yet,
there wasn’t en. Irishman in the land that was not
reads to open the doors.of his house to shelter the
priest of God. Thus it was, their strength of faith
and principle was tasted and found true. We are
their children. And shall we in this land, or in any
other Jand, so far forget the practices of our religion
a8 to make oursclves a reproach to the relicion for
which our fathers died? No! No; where the Irish
race is, there the faith seems the grandest, and the
only religions principle isin every man amongs;
you! Now, et the IToly Catholic faith into your
lives; and then, the arguments of the ministers of
the Church appeeling to the intellect of America
will come with ten-fold increased power, and & mo-
mentum,—a rush,—that no intellect in the land ean
withstand. And you, illustrating the Gosp'el which
the priest preaches,—illustrating it in your lives,—
you, a8 well, will become the apostles of this great
and mighty land ; and every blessing of high intel-
lectual, practical religion —one in thought. one in
profession, and standing in Divine grace, will be the
last crowning blessing that God will put upon the
head of this great nation.

_ Eccs 1y Casg or Trountk.—The white of an egg
is raid to be n specific for fish bones sticking in the
throat. It is to be swallowed raw, and will carry
down = bone easily aud certainly, There is anéther
fact touching eggs which it will be well to remem-
ber. When, ss sometimes by accident, corrosive

eggs will neutralize the poison, and change the
ceffect to that of a dose of calomel.

A Virginin cditor hae-come to the conclusion
that a man might as well undertake to hold himself
at arm’s longth and then turn a deouble somersault
over a church steeple, as to attempt to publish a
paper that will please everyhody, '

evil examples among men;and, hearing the:words

sublimate is swallewed, tha white of one or two-|.

IRISH INTELLIGEN(Cg

_Tug County AND City oF DunLiv—!

‘Wa (Freeman) redeem our promise} a'lrll? ,ﬁi“““
the publio such facts as to . the religious pm;ilent_
of the population of the city and county of Desszc_m
as we gleaned from the receritly- issneq Cen, ublin
port. -The “note” to the table for the cogus R?’
painfully suggestive. Usder - the headin nn‘t‘ e
other‘dcnomiu_ationa"'—ihero are but foyr ; A
table, - Catholic;. Episcopalian,” Pl‘eBb)'terignm o
Methodist—are included a very large nyp)®
persons who described . themselves in’ all gory O
ways. We find there are in the county 1,409

and 1,846-females, (3,254 persons) who ’sen :n Uleg
selves down a8 “no denomination.” “(Oh bem.
God,” “no religion? « Deists,” “'Freethli"ih of
“ Lattor-day Saints” © Rationalists” « 'n’: o
« Undecided,” * Buddhist,” « Moruaen " & 3gg. L%
ligion,” ¢ Universalism,” and 5o on. We hgmlm’
add that but 1,200 come under such henld‘}tmh
large number having entered as Protestants F i 0
Independents, and Christian Brethren ' on g
enough there are but 26 Jews in the count i
there are 189 in the city. There are nincy' vhile
in the county »s against cight in the city of an“
ligion” We could hardly have fmagineg t]:l'o )
mentable condition of things. There arg . fe-
co_unty 158,936 persons, of whem 111 964 arel% the
olics, 39,289 Protestant Episcopaliau’s 2,995 p“h'
byterians, and 1,434 Methodists, and th’eu’ €0, P
3,254 “ All other denominations,” to whom wme the
referred. In the city there are 24¢ 326 © bave
of whom 195,180 are Catholics, 39897 pyip 00
Episcopalians, 4,517 Presbyterians, 1,828 Mf{}:u'
ists, and 4,964 of ¢ All othor denominationg yode
have in the city 6 Mormons, & Moralists, 5 ‘D i
(nll males), three Revivalists, three Umleternﬂe‘sm
two Rationalists, one Darbyite, one Igimite ned,
Mussulman, 1 Protester against all Prie:;tcr’ﬁ‘Mm
Theist, and 64 males and 55 femaleg « unspe(;{lﬁ’ 1:
Of the 158,936 persons in the caunty, there gre :d '
394 illiterate, of whom 36,736 are Catholic '531"
Protestant Epijcopalian, 469 Presbyterians a,zno
Methedists, and 459 of “ All other denominatiops)
This last item gives a larger proportion perons.
than the others, and proves that Theists, ang Dce'nt_
and Idimites, and such like, are the moss iIlitee mtm
of the population. The illitcrate are 1 in 7 of tlm'e
number, their total being 3,254, The Cbristian :f]r
nominations being taken together, even wity tle.
large z%xsadvantage of their gross number (155, 00le
as against 3,000) show more favorably, the illite’rnto
being but one in 4 amongst the buik of Christiane
That only 1 in 4 in 155000 should bcillitemt:'
whxle.l in 7 in 3,000 should be illiterate sufficiently
explains the cducation and intelligence of the e
spective bodies. 1In the city of Dublin there are i;.
literate 69,485 persons, of whom 81,720 are Cnthoh'c.
5,972 Protestant Episcopalians, 741 Presbyterians,
and 267 Mecthodists. The gross numbers bejgy
comparcq show & result faverable to Catholics. Ty
greatest ignorance should be found in the g}eatusg
number—it is not so here. A usefy] table at the
close of the return shows the préportion 1CT cent to
the population under each religious profession of
persons receiving instruction in the ity and cout
We find that the proportion of Catholic males an‘d.
females receiving instruction in Primary Schools in
1861 was 9 s compared with {1 per cent in 1871
the proportion for Protestant Episcopalians was in
1861 8 as compared with 9 in 1871, I superior
estab11§h ents the increase waa pretty €qual in all
ot:l]:nommg xoxzs;l fIn th}e1 20 years ending in 1870

cre emigrated from the cou i
nere o fry ouaty and city 56,500

£50,000 o 85 Craivep. — Longford Sale Gippg’
Land, Victoria Celony, Australia, Nov, 1, 1872, e

To the Editor of the Nation.

Sm—I beg to request that you will be good
enoqgh to make inquiry respecting the ueirs of Mr,
Patrick Cody, who died here on the 16th of June
last, intestate, leaving property valued at £56060
(fifty thousand pounds). All the nccount that I can
glve you at present is that Lis father and mother
were living with some respectable family in Dublin
where the mother was convicted of larceny and sen-
tenced to {ransportation to New South Wales about
the year 1817, The decensed, Patrick Cody, was
lTOru cither in jail or on shipboard coming out here,
She had two daughters at lome~—namely, Bridget
and Margaret. I has been said that the father had
b_eun convicted of some crime also, but I cannot
Elve you any nccount of him at present, as ke did
not come out here By senrching the prison records
o‘f 1817, or thereabouts, you may find out the name
Ellen Cody, sentenced for larceny, supposed to bea
plate. Itis said that the deceased, Patrick Cody,
hf}s adve‘rtmcd in yours and other papers, seekiﬁg
his relations, but did not hear from ray ; being ina
respectable position, he may have been dilatory in
siating how he camne ount heve, 1t is supposed thib
Ellen Cody is a native of the County Meath, and
that one of her daughters got marricd in Scotland.
Hoping you will excuse my freedom, I am, dear sir,
yours truly, DPri. Brusyay.

Tug Insu Prees versus Tz Scotch. — One of the
few proverbs which are trus witheut exception is
the homu}y one, “Love me, love my dog” We
were veminded of this on Saturday last by Sir Re-
bert Ste‘wnrt's refevence’ to her Majesty’s putronugy
of the Scotch bagpipes. Probably there never was
a more frighttel phonetic machine iuvented than
the pipes in question, Only for Sir Walter Crofton’s
well-known humanity, they would certainly form
part of the discipline of our fmproved penal re-
formatory code. The silent system, as our readers
ave aware, was abandoned because it was found in
50 many instdnces to develope insanitv. But silence
would have lost its terrors for the most morbid
minds had it Leen relicved with an orcasional out-
burst from the Caledonia instrument.  Between the
two_ provocatives to maduess, a vig mediv of in-
sanity might possibly be discovered. 1t was thus
that Professor Haughten proposcd to cure persons
who had swallowed strychnine by administering o
them a dose of nicotine, the two poisons acling in
opposite ditections on the nervous system, and s0
tending tp neutralize each others effects. If all
the experiments that were tried on this subject un-
fortunately issued in death, that was not the fault of
the principle, but enly beeause the doctors have not
yet hit on the precise quantity of nicotine required
to counternet o given amount of strychnine, This,
lfowevcr, is n degression. The object of Sir Robert
Stewart's lecture last Saturday was to exhibit the
qualitics and the relative merits of the Scotch and
Irish bagpipes. What the nine notcs of the former
can do, our readers, with a fow happy exceptions,
aro wellaware, ‘The Irish instrument is as grateful
to the car as an oboc or o flute, the propertiesol
both of which it combines; it hasa range of threo
octaves and is furnished with scmi-tones. Sir Te-
bert’s exposition was illustrated on Saturday by
performances on both instruments, the Irish pipes in
the hands of Mr. Bowen, the Scotch Ly Mr. Hing-
ston, the Hend Stewabd of T.0.D. Of course, there
Was no comparison between them. Of course, our
Scotch friends will say that their national instro-
ment did not get a fair trial—that to bring outils
delicate intonations, o native artist should hove
been retained. The fact is, however, that no injus-
tice was done, Mr. Hingston is a proficient on the
Scotch pipes, and whatever his prefsrences mny bo,
he did his best in the competition. The difference
lay in the pipes, and in them alone. It wes all
Lombard-street to a .china orange, It was Talley-
vand, a8 a diplomatiss, to Borgeant Bates. B0
then, are we to account for the fact that the Irish
bag-pipe is as good as extinct Mr. Bowen being al-
most the sole “surviving reprosentative of the Iris
instrument, while the Scotch bng-pipes are to bé
found everywhere? Is tha'fact itself a newillustis-

Truth—Linr's purgatory,

tion of Mr, Froudc’s theory — that might makes




