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ere shal] solution of the ever-recurring problem,
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Prig l_meuecmal ]?l;"g Pphases of the steady growth of social
cwhmp y "-‘emrelde‘m the Province. This is, of course,
whErtry aces gt in the cities, but exists also in quiet

€ there are Nd even in the yet undeveloped interior,
lma")’ ranches whose owners have brought
In fnntw world the refinements of an older
oua"y a log shanty, outwardly the ordinary
Periodwlu find the table strewn™ with English
icals, the rough shelves filled with a
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small but well-chosen library, often a choice etching or
water-colour on the coarse, hrown-papered wall, and the
whole room, from the ferns and wild flowers in the win-
dow to the old violin in the corner, bearing the unmistak-
able imprint of a cultivated taste. These ranchers, living
perhaps miles from their nearest neighbour, manage as a
rule to keep in touch with what is going on in the world
outside, and in their weekly mail-bag the catalogues of
farming implements or advertisements of stock sales may
jostle the most tragic of Ibsen’s dramas or the very latest
story by Rudyard Kipling.

These are the contrasting colours of life in a new country,
but the separate touches of literary and artistic feeling that
stand out so strongly against the rude background of a
pioneer existence are blending into breadth and harmony in
our cities and taking shape in many practical directions.
The art associations of Vancouver and Victoria, the philhar-
monic and orchestral societies, the reading circles, libraries
and dramatic clubs, all these and many more are springing
up as proofs of the rapid growth of interest in intellectual
pursuits. The soil is perhaps not tle most congenial for
the development of the delicate flowers of culture, they are
apt to be carelessly thrust aside in the pursuit of more sub-
stantial prizes, but now that they have taken root amongst
us we joyfully welcome every opening bud that gives pro-
mise of crowning our material progress with its beauty.

The latest and most important advance in the direction
of higher education is the proposal to establish a university
in British Columbia. The first step was taken at the last
session of the Local Legislature, when an act was passed
regarding it, and since then one hundred aud twenty-five
graduates of British and Colonial Universities have regis-
tered their names. Of these thirty-five were from Victoria,
forty from Vancouver, twenty-seven from Westminster
and twenty-two from other places in the Province. On
Avugust 26th the first statutory meeting of convocation was
held in Victoria. About seventy graduates were present
and elected three of their number as representatives on the
council—the Right Rev. A, W, Sillitoe, Bishop of New
Westminster ; Dr. Powell of Victoria, and Mr. Charles
Whetham, of Vancouver. The best of good feeling and
harmony prevailed at the meeting, and for once the Island
and the Mainland forgot all their sectional differences and
were united in the one aim of establishing a university of
which not only British Columbia but the Dominion may be
proud. The question of where it will be situated is for
after consideration, but it will probably be placed so as to
secure the *“greatest good of the greatest number.” The
next meeting will be held in Vancouver at a date to be
named by the committee,

To those who have never crossed the great Canadian
highway, British Columbia is still in its social aspects a
terra incognita, They have heard of the inexhaustible
wealth of its mines, fisheries and timber limits, and they
know that a marvellous new city has sprung into existence
at the terminus of the railway, but society on this side of
the Rocky Mountains is by many people thought to be of the
typical Western variety. They do not realize that English
standards and ideals have even more weight here than in
Ontario, and that a Trollope could better describe our
manners and customs than a Bret Harte. Perhaps a
slightly livelier Trollope, for there is undoubtedly a fresh-
ness and a charm that is not possessed by conventional life
in England. Those who have once lived here find an at-
traction that makes them unwilling to return to older com-
munities. In spite of some inconveniences, perhaps harder
work and less time to devote to pleasure, there is something
in the air that banishes ennui and inspires hopefulness.
Perhaps the country in which we live, with its vast reserve
force of natural wealth, has in scme occult way impressed
us with a feeling of illimitable possibilities. Be this as it
may, we certainly do not agree with the cynicism that
¢« Life would be tolerable were it not for its amusements,”
but on the contrary manage to extract as much enjoyment
from them as possible.

Victoria is celebrated for the brilliancy of its social en-
tertainments, and the presence of the ufficers of the fleet
contributes much to their success. A particularly good
ball was given on August 29th by the citizens to Rear
Admiral Hotham and the officers of H.M.S. Warspite,
Champion, Amphion, Lspiegle, Daphne and Nymphe, all
stationed at Esquimalt. The decorati ns were extremely
effective. a profusion of flowers everywhere, a fountain
sparkling among myriad tiny electric lights, flags of all
colouts and masses of tropical-Jooking foliage, all these
changed the assembly hall into a scene from fairy land.
The band of the Warspite played the dance music, while
Signors Bistali and Montanelli gave selections on the
guitar and mandolin

-The Amphion and Espiegle have been in Vancouver
harbour for some days. ‘The former ship will.probably
leave this month for Honolulu.
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Science and Art in Toronto

[From an occasional correspondent }

The city is full of the excitement attending the exhibi-
tion—or fall fair, as it has come to be called—but above
and beyond is felt the awakening to life unce more of the
University term. Prolessors are returning from their holi-
days, students are hunting up boarding houses, *“years” are
beginning to be talked about, and the outside colleges,
particularly the ladies’ colleges, as Moulton and the Pres-
byterian, are already at work.

_ We hear of an increased number of students of the
Science course at the University. The School of Science
building has been altered and enlarged, and ¢‘the Archi-
tects ”’ are to have a corner of it. )

Our Public Analyst, Dr. Ellis, and his assistant, a lady
graduate of Toronto University, had their holidays car-
tailed by the arrival of a large consignment of samples of
milk to be tested and of water to be analysed. Some of
the latter was taken from Toronto pipes and proved good
enough ; in fact, very good, notwithstanding the recent out.
cry against the city water in connection with the typhoid
conditions that lately characterized the city. Many people
blame the system that prevails here of having open inan-
holes at frequent intervals along all our sewers, thus let'in
the lightest part of their foul contents (the sewer-gas) intg
the streets for the really unhealthy, though by no means
ep)demlc,. conditions under which we live—and die.

The milk test appears to be a most interesting enquiry
not only in ensuring to the consumer less of the +- cow with
the iron tail,” but also in dealing with the source of suppl
itself, The present exhibition has been utilized by 0u¥
Donu‘mo.n analyst, Mr. McFarlane, to enquire into the
constitutional fitness of a cow as a milk producer by the
test of the quality of the milk she produces. No doubt
many other considerations, such as breed, feed, resultant
butter, etc., come within the scope of such an enquiry, but
if we also get better milk for our little ones angd a lar e
proportion of the real Simon Pure in the ice-cream of oﬁr
larger ones, we sha!l gain something worth having,

Now that summer resorts are closing, winter conventions
are showing signs of activity. The American Association
for the Advancement of Women—an ofiset of the famous
New York Sorosis—is to meet in Toronto about the 14th
October. ‘The president of the association is Mrs j:lia
Ward Howe, a name that introduces itself : and wi.th her
will be a large number of the literary women of the United
States, many of whom will read papers cognate to the

" object of the association, which is * to consider and present

practical methods for secuiing to women higher intellectual
moral and physical conditions, with a view to the im rove’
ment of all domestic and social relations,” P )

Cal:ds of inyitation to attend a meeling from which to
organize working committees have already been issued to
the number of two hundred among our eminent men and
women in arts, philanthropy and literature, and invitations
will be sent to representative women throughout Canada to
attend the convention, reduced railway fares being secured
for them. It is expected that certain of our Canadian
women writers will read papers on the occasion and it is
felt that such a convention ought to stimulate and ’encoura e
thought and form a rallying point for our literary womgn
especially, so that a similar association may be formed in
Canada.

. Lady Macdonald is invited to be present at the conven-
tion as a representative literary woman, and His Worshi
lhe Mayor has not only accorded the association an invita}.)
tion on behalf of the city, but has placed the Pavilion at
1ts service for the occasion, and the City Council Chamber
for the preliminary meeting on Friday, 19th inst.

Our gifted townsman, Mr. I, A, Dunlap, has completed
for thg Government a fine half-length of Col, Gzowski
A.D.C. to the Queen, and has placed it, together with sev,-
eral busts, on exhibition in Hovenden’s, (artists’ materials)
King street. If life-like characteristics mean artistic value,
this wqx:k of Mr. Dunbar's is of Ligh merit, and need no;
fear critical comparison with the work of other sculptors
anywhere. Mr. Dunbar has a model on the stand oprr
Howard, the late owner of Howard Park, now belon, in.
to the city, and has also in contemplation a statue of Lgurg
Secord, the heroine of the war of 1812, The employmeni
of sculptu.re in decorative art, both for public and private
purposes is becoming better appreciated in Toronto than
bef9re. (,onsequently, there is more hope of our keepin
native-born genius at home, instead of forcing it to l:eeﬁ
other ccuntries. Where is our historical painter, too? Or
has not one yet arisen among us ? ’

S.

Crime in Fiction.

It is asserted, and, we daresay wi
novels like Ainsworth’s ¢« Jack Sl)lzepp;::i,??:‘:d tilillll';z;rz:.ra(;
sheets like the Zolice News, have largely recruited t;:
ranks 9( L{xc thieves and the burglars, ‘There the seed h lel
fallen in kquly soil prepared by circumstances and here;i(
:;:‘y depravny._d ;ll'he ]mass of amateurs of the horrible ir;
upper or middle classes sai i
the ml;)amica”y dispose;.s are more prosaically minded or

. At all events they seldom dream of tr i

wmto action, and taking the short but d::;l:x:;ﬁg tchL:)tl;g:l;
their crimes which comes so naturally to their favourite
heroes and heroines. They are content to admire, to gape

and to swallow ; to shrink delightfully at the rus,tle of Eh,
stealthy prisoner’s nightdress, and to shudder at the heave
thud of the hired rufhan’s bludgeon as it lights upo .
respectable head. pom some

Criminal fiction does little dircet harm j

shortening inconvenient lives or tamperi?g l\:illl??msegif o
deeds.  But it steadily demoralizes the palate for ax;\) Lh?'m
mn'lder anfi more dclicately flavoured ; the habitualyd ar

drinker will have his sttmulants stronger and stronger, m'g
you cannotexpect him to turn with satisfaction fror% 5t i

;b;;ve proof, m'esh from the distillery, to the choice];:n(tj'
A;ﬂé;;si”}[.ohanmsberg or Chateay \'quem.—b’/arkwomi’;



