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CHAPTER XXVIIL
A STRANGE PASSENGER,

The triumph of jnsolence often appears in
social Hfe.  Dariug, adventurons spirits fre-
quently bear away the prize by sudden effort,
which more ecarefnl persous have laboured all
their life secure,  Ondinarily misfortune
travels with too steady steps to overtake the
nimbleness of the dashing adventurer.

The skipper of the Naney now made repeated
and successtul vovages to and from the continent
of Europe.  The revenue officets were ever ou
the wateh  and reguiarly failed to cap-
ture her.  The name of Jack Pegden became
meore notorious than ever, and his Jdoings talw
regarded with superstitions awe,

Evervthing on board the Napew being ready
for anothier trip, as the skipyer appeared on the
beach ready to enter the small boat which lav
awaiting Lim, s person wrapped in a black
Spanish cloak, and wearing a slouched bar,
steod hefore him, and, in Euglishy spoken with
a decided foreign accent, solicited a passage
across the chavnel te the shores of France. To
ake an unknown person on board the Naauoy
was not the ordinary practive of the amuggler,
a3 such an act mt ihly invaive both his
skip and himsell in dih When, ther-
fore, the stranger requested a passage to Franes,
Jack Pegden, w suspicion his lawlesscalls
ing encouraged, subjecied the person to asevers
serutiny.

The smmugeler had an idea that the stmoger
was a prisener of war, whe, haviog made his
escape, and worked his way down 1o the eoast,
Lad beeows anvious to be eonveyed to}
He had often enined a
suth a job, and
as pessible out
hard to be entreated. Ry maintaining a pre
tended dread of foul play, be hoped 1o find ont
the character of the pas

“Tawm sorry, sir,” rey
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the smeugyeler to the

tranger; *‘but it is not my brectice to earry
engers.”
Very good ; cou do take thein.”
¢ Well, ocer we do; butthen thev are
suceh as we have s cnewledge
“Your trade dems the oxercise of careful-
az '
ness,

“ixarsis a free trad

©* Exactly so:
vou know best
trusted.”

*“Tt is enstomary to place most confidence i
such as we know.”

“True ;. and has
taught him that
of our doings,
betrayiog us?

<y sir.”
and it happens that

tzink most fir

such
to b

vl

suck

3 something in that; but then we
wow to suard against them.”
r1at true, Monsiear ?
are best acquainted with possess
advantage over us to o us harm

“Bach fmelings adinitted into the mind would
seon close the door of friend-hip.”

““And is friendship regardet{
thing by vou i ’

**Oh, friendship is very well while it lasts.”

the greatest

25 such a sacrel

““D'recisely so i but in that case such as vou |

»¢ friends are no more to be depended on than

11l

Still we think we can ¢
ther than others.”

“* And this leaves us more exposed.’”

“ It may be so.”

“* Who woulid be the friend of a naked man?
We have no friendship, Mansicur, apart from
our possessions, It s #Ads which will make
friends with all the world.”

On utiering these words, the sitanger drew
from a pocket a purse of gold, and held it in the
rays of the pale moonbeams before the eyes of
Jack Pegden. On seeing the glitter of - the
wealth, the old passion of the smnggler hecame
again inflamed, and he replied :

ust our friends fur-

**Certainly, a man without money has not ;

many friends."”

*“ He has none, Monsicur ; while such as com-
mand gold possess a host. ] am vour friend if
I give you gold, and this 1 will do for'a voyage
to France.

“You gee, a man can't help being fortunate
any more than he can being unfortunate, for
both come around so strapgely that it would
puzzle the wig off a lawyer's head to know how
it is done, and the parsons are nowhere in this
‘matter. [ have now had a longrun of luck, and
ai, in_consequence, 50 narrowly. watched that
it makes me donbly suspicious.”

‘‘ That ray be, but what harm can 1 do you.
I ouly ask for a voyage to France ; 1 doun't wish
you to bring me back, and, certainly, 1 must be
entirely in your power while crossing."

own ;
guiness by |
that Be might squeere as much
of this stranger, he appearsd

not the life of Mousieur
23 Know most of us, and
¢ the greatsst farcilities for .

Do not such as we

+&till, if yvou don't come back with us, you
may with others.”

** And should 1 do so, what injury can Ido
vou, There can be podanger arising from any-
thing done by you in Franee ; it is what is done
on the English side which subjects you to
danger.  Keep clear of your own countrymen,
and vou kuow the Freuchmen too well to be
afraid of them.”

“Jack Pegden was never afraid of a Freneh-
man.”

¢ Certainly not, Monsieur ; why should you
be 1

* What will you give meto take youacross ?

“1wiil give you twemty guineas, which |
think to be a good price, being nearly s guinea
a miie.”

** But there is the risk.”

*What risk ¥

“ An escaped prisoner of war,”' I daresay.”

“AWiH Monsteur carry me to Frunce 1 have
no time for mors talk o i you will, there are
twenty guineas.”

ST with”

Having placed the money in the hands of the
smuggler, }w ordered the stranger into the boat,
and, jumping in himself, strong armus quickly
i pulled alongside the Nancy, On receiving the
i skipper aboard, that vessel, which had been
i standing off and on, was new pur abeut, and,
crowdingall sail, stood out to sea.

Having a favourable breeze, the Naxey emt
through the water at the rate of ten knots an
Lour, and promised, did the wind hold out, to
tmake the passage in three hours.  But the
i breeze did not maintain its strength, and, gra-
~dually sinking to rest, it at last became a dead
calm. The stranger was founid to be a pleasant
companion, c.ziub!e of making friends with ke
rugred amug teiling amusing stories in
broken Fnglish, and in singing French songs,
which, having a neisy chorus, although seareely
i a wond conld be understood by the crew,
vatching the sound without regacding the sense
they all could join in the singing, and the
well received.

Stewly, in consequence of the valm, the Vaue
proceadsd on her way, yet fast vnough for }
viewe, who had beeome wnwilling 1o part with
their companion.
Freneh shore, the pa was landed ot the
s little fishing village of Gravelines, and, standing
i on the strand, bade adicu to the smuguler kip.

or.. DBut what was to be the course of the
strangur 7 There appeared no purpose nor fived
plan.

Leaving the village, the strnuger sauntered

along theroad toward Calais.  Slowly the jour.
ney was made, and as though undecided how to
oty until on reaching a wood a thicket was en-
red amd concealment sought.  FPor seme time
¢ the word was occupied, and then the traveller
i camse forth in the dress of a Freuch woman in
: gondd circumstanees.,
Porsuing the journey toward Calais with
¢ greater rapildity, the beanty of the traveller at.
{ tracted the attention of the passengers, but the
i stranger bad seen too much of the rader part of
i life 1o be annoyed by such trifles.  Having re.
;sided in Franee, the passenger by the Naney
i could speak the language fhiently, and with the
fidiems of a native.  This knowledgs of the
i language and wanners of the peaple materially
s assisted toward reaching the conclusion thar,
i for the present, the part to be acted in the
i drama of life was that of a domestic servant,
{ Having decided on this plan, as quickly as
| possible the stranger assumad the dress of the
{ French paasantry of that period, and appearad
; in sabots, short freck, a:}:i high towering cap,
“snowy white,  In this disguise a situation was
i to be sought. To commence this new Jiue of
tlife in a city, the stranger felt to be awkward.
Not being domesticated, and having much to
learn, it was thought betier to seek a situation
first in the country.

On the rond to Calais from Gravelines-stood
a chateau, which for many years had worn the
same uninviting appemance. Tt was the sight
of this place which awoke the thought of becom-
ing a servant.  This chateau was one of those
honses whose aspect leads a person to question
if ever thoy were new, and from the simple fant
that they never seem to get older.  Such piaces
appear to have resisted the influence of time and
i weather 50 long, that both these  destroyers
' seemed to have considered them as invnlnerable
i and to have given them up in despair. This was
! & building which, having lost the beautv. af jts
. youth, had become $o fixed in its aspect as toin-

dicate a strength of constitution that would

rlors
£
i3,

v
v owely

keep it intact for ever, b

The appearance of this country residence,
with its- uninviting exterior, its ‘shrubbery a
* wilderness, and the tall, rank grass nodding its
. plumed Lead over what had once been a well
shaven lawn, having in the first instanee at-

Having at length reached the g

nntil he drew forth an - ear-ring of gold.

tracted the attention of the strauger, a powerful
inclination was felt to visit it for the purpose
decided on.  There wasn charctorin the aspect
of that old French house and its surroundings
that-was not easily defined, and impressed o per
sonin search of miventure that strange things
wight be found in its history. ,

The stranger having, therefore, settled to make
trial of a new chameter if possible in that placy,
passed through the iron gates, which creaked
on their rusty hinges with a meluncholy sound
as they were” pushed open, and up the dreary-
looking path to the hause.  Making an appear.
ance at the door, a little old woman with o
vellow skin, with a forehead ploughed in deep
wrinkles, on which rested a few gruy hairs that
had strayed from beneath her muslin cap, and
with w pair of small dark twinkling eyes
responded to the ringing of the bell. - The s
of that old woman might be seventy, it might
be five hundred, none could guess from her age
preatanee § for as the chateau itsell, she seemed
past the power of tiine to afleet.

Stating the teason for appearing there, the
old woman examined the stranger closely, and
receiving satisfastory replies to her questions,
an invitation to enter the hiall was extended.
Retiring for a moment, the litthe woman re-
turned in company with a tall thin wan, with
white hair, and a face that with its plercing
eves, and looked nose, gave it a striking
resemblanes 1o the eountenanee of 1 bind of
prev.  This person elaimed to be the proprictor
of the ehatean, and wore a suit of foded Black
Cl-th, with rutiles, and o dress swonl, Walk.
ing with a quick step into the all ina shorg,
sharp voice he enquired,

“ What is your nams 7

* Lisette,”” was the prompt reply.

Entering fariher within the dwelling Lisette
found evervihing in accerdanee with what the
exterier of tie house might Bave suggested,
The apperanee 5§ the chatean both witlon and
without indicated that the owner of it belonged
1o funily which had long heen going to deony,
tut which bad clung teunaciousiy to their forma
dignity.

L]

. . . . . .
The day sueceeding the night on which the
vant at the chatean |} leit the shores of

Fugland on bostrd the Nawew, was one of cone

fusion in the camp of the wypsies. The priveess

hasd net been sven siuee the previous moerning,
and ne tnlings of what hwl becone of

b abtained, 3

ot o

happy.

reasyg

s asl

w0 the o shie Tad forged die
e ian ool not heon
st for a gvpsy hife had e

Her o

Ubarles
The i

i
with 1

she
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eeent o events, 84
toward her people had besn soanvely civit | and
<¥ie had dispenition to esapr {am

vppertunity. This
net passal un-
How Dk,”
s o heer, Ths
man was a4 favoutite with his oribe, and jualy
so; for atiner spocinen of hamauity, clever,
ZXpeTt, amd honest, the camye did not contain,
Thi coming of Sir Harey 1o the eampoarmised
the jealousy of < Vellow ek e vowed the
direst vengvancoe against Bim, and mere than
once hix finger wav Lad on the trigger of the
dsted which wenhl hiawe a buties to the
;ae:m of tha Larenet, dethr been

o

whe had aspired 1o

suhi

had

watehing awl anterpossd  his wuthority. The
absenes of the Priveess new arousadl bhim 1o

madne
rosolve

and 1

+ prssion be
tout thr master of the Priory,
imoas he woeuld 2 deg There
rosted not the shadow of doabt on his mind
he kuew what had hevome of hier;
Jethro withnnt Bids Jears on the subie
he kept his feciings enneealed from his people,

With the peep of day the gypsies were ustir,
and Jethro and his fuvourits walked from the
shore to the woolds, vainly seavching for some
trae of the Jost eue, when sublenly the sound
of a dismal howling and scresebing saluted
them.

“ What neise is that 17 exclaimed the gypsy.

O TUx that idiot, Mad Tom,”" raplied .ivlg.ro.

CCan v be possible that he knews anything
of the prinvess I

“Itis not very likely.”

fBut the fellow has been better of lata; et
us find him.”

With eagerness *“ Yellow Diek” fed the way
to the place whenes the sound proceeded,  Ona
toulder, dressed in vanvas elothing, awd on his
head an old wonllen cap, frem the top of whick
stuck up a little tuft of red worsted, sud knawn
1o suilors by the name of o Svoteh cap, sat Mad
Tam.  As they approached he was halding in
his hand somncthing whichafforded him defighe.
Gazing on it hie turned it from side to side, then
wtting his tongne far ont of his mouth mude a
{mr'rinl geimace, and rolling up his eyes he rubbed
his  hands over hiv legs, and clapping them
together leaped to his feet and gave anot ber
prolongel howl,

The gypsies demanded the treassure.  This
demanid Mad Tom resisted, and placing it in his
bogom burst forth into  wild launghter. - Yel-
low Dick’ sprang vpon nim, and inan instant
brought him to the ground, nor did he stap
Omn
seeing the treasure Jethro at once recognized it
ag helonging to his danghter.
horror stole into his mind, and a eold shudder
ran through his frame as he gazed in silence on
the trinket, . : )
~ The idiot having got on his feet, ‘' Yellow
Dick’ tried to interrogate him as tn how he
came by the treasure, - In this he wag to some
axtent successful,

A Whers did youget it

soaned in the fepseness of
At hune
I

shont

bt

nunr

Wie

-

A feeling of

Poonrage hiaedl been &0 severely tried by
feer coniid o

The idiot pointed to an adjsining copse; and
having - done so bogan to romove his clothes a5
though inimitation of gome one.  “ Woman—.
man-—to sen,” was all that he could articulate -
and then as though something pleased him, h(‘g
burst forth again into another pea! of laughter
followed by n terrible yell, '

Jethro was stunned by this incident, his
courage forsook him, aud he returned to thy
cump taciturn aud sullen. While tollowing his
leador the guick intellect of the favourity
bronght an idea to his brain affording him some
relief ; but for reasens he did not feel fnelineg
to communicate he kept it to himselt,  The
camyp of Jethro Lve was now maore than ever dis.
tressed.

CHAPTER XXNIX.

LUFF RECEIVES AN INTIMATION FRoM

QUARTERS,

Hean.

The Nawey was being closely watehed ashope
sl afloat,  To captare the daring ertiser had
pow becomne a point of honour with the eg
guard, aud luul aronsad their sleeping CRETea
into full sctivity., A strong intimation had
beenn sent  to the  Watch-house  from  the
Baard of Kevenue to the effect that Lieutenan:
Lutlh would anly be daing lis Jduty were he 1,
capture that gatlant vessel,

Un reading the Tetter ofd Lotf turned reddeer,
statnped, sware, foanmed at the mautly, strods
\'vhe:n’wmiy toatnd T the room, then rushed s
to the boat-house,

The pight was dark swnd bobsterons, and ax
the angry waves dashmd themselvesto destry .
tiop at the foot of Chaik CHIY, they cust the
stie spray of their dying exbalations far oy
the fawd, 10 seemed hitile short of madness 1o
suppose that the comumander of any vessel, uo
matter how saawarthy, would be daring enengh
to run hits ship aeross the channel in saeh o
:_:.ll:‘.

It wis the night that 8ir Harry Chillingan
ook Bis o wilid rede to Daver i search of the
apathecary tamd seareely had he passed
telezraph atation, and hardly had the b
patiol wham Beoanet on the road reived up gy
tront of that fittte woodenn Lonse to obtan
s of hrandy for kevping the cold out, wi
enast-puard o there, and
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wing of the baranel, recrived a miessage Lo repalr

oo to the Wateh house, which e v,
il neh frightenot and under
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&

s men, as it daty b

vhal off hem on the woerk bed
themy, amed then dismiased them 1o their o
poiited stations, Tl temeer of these defey
ers f tha Beoverole was niob the mosd aminhlh
muted 0t deay
nowall, pes

Lo L

&Y

i
ser ashidresand
' ;
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fiaps for hours, and in the o

CHAPTER XXX,
SRR

The anchor of the N iowas weighed anl
hotsting as much satl as she conid carry, the
seel rushied Forth upon the angry waters,

Npver <disd the snan=hip of Jack Pegden
appear sa strikingiy
He stond at the helm of Bis vessal and gagze
tiysn wild waves secthing and  hiss
sresnd i, with every Hoe on his conater
suarked in stropgest deflance.

SPhere will be e Jack DPegden to-npghi
words  were spoken by onn of thoss
ians belongiug to the Hansdy gang
wite were awidting the coming of the Naxey,

“ No: §shouhl think non,” was the answer
retarned by bis comrade,

S1%monet seosure of that,” respended a thint
s dack Pegden is one of the dare-devil kind, and
s vessel taoas e o eraft agever Ioft the stocks
If e pans before the gale e can enter the buy,
for the water there is as smoathias a mill pond.

© FCI never weather 37

“He won't attempt it

COWell, you'll se”

Y pg, we shall see; but we shan’t see the
Noameyz taanight”

* Hallo ! What's that ¥ and a blan light in
the offing told that some vegsel was afleat,
HThat's him, by jinge 17 ’

“PBakt That hght comes frow some vessel iu
distress, and in arecond youw will hear her minue
L:UIN." .

The attention of the speakers was now drawn
in the direction the light proceeded ; and it nuw
beentme plain to the most iseredulous that the
light was showan by the smaggler. Being cou-
vineed that it was Jaek Pegden who showed the
lue Tight, a signal from the shore was given
that the men were in readiuess for their wark.

Other eyes than those of the Ranedy ganyg s
that light in the offing. OL} Lutf was sisting
under thelee side of a rock waiting for the
smuggler. Far hours the gallant officer bad
been sitting i that postare, dividing his thine
between playing a tattoo on the tor of his boot
with a stick, cursing the elork of the Board of
Kevente, vowing vengeance on the skipper of
the Naney, »\mT watehing the surface of tho
waters with that eagerness with - which & eat
watches her prey.  On perceiving the light at
sed, _nd the signal from the shore, the lenten-
ant arose: from his hiding place to make the round
of his men. :

The first and second watch visited' were
standing vigilant ‘and . ready for action; but
when he'reached the third man a curious: notss
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