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SPENCER WOOD.
" Throngh thy green groves and deop receding bowers,

Loved Spencer Wood! how often have 1 stmyed,

Or mnsed away the calm, uanbroken hours, = -

Heneanth some broad oak’s cool, refreshing shade. * -

e Lokl ¢ {ADpAM KIDLL ™)

On the south side of the St. Lonis road, past
Wolfe and Montcalm’s famed battle field, two
miles from. the city walls, lies embosomed in
verdure, the most picturesque domain of Sillery
—one might say, of Canada—&8pencer Wood.

This celebrated Vice-Regal Lodge, was - form-
erly known as Powel  Place, when ocen fed by
General  Powel i it "took- its name of Spencer
Wood, from-the Right Honorable Spencer. Per:
ceval, theillustrious relative of the Hon. fochael
Henry Perceval whose family owned and - occu-
pied it from 1815 to 1338, when it was sol'\l to
the late Henry Atkinson, Esquire, an eminent
and wealty Quebec merchant.. Hon. Mr. Per-
ceval had been Ho M. Collectors of Customs, at
Quebee for many vears and until his' death
about 1830, Like severalroyal villas of England
sutd France, Spencer Wood had it Yeriods of
splendar alternated by days of loneliness and
neglect, short though they were, Spencer Wood,
until 18449, comprised the adjoining property of
Spenter Grange, Mr. Atkinson that year sold
the largust h.;\{; of his country seat to the Gov.
crnment, asa tiubernatorial residence for the
hospitahle and genial Earlof Flgin, reserving
the smaller half, (now owned by the writer), on
which he built conservatories, vineries, an
orchid house &¢., far more extensive than those
of Spencer ‘Weood proper.  Though the place
was repowned for its magnificence and prineely
hespitality, in the days of Lord FElgin, there
are amongst the living plenty to testify to
the fact that the lawns, walks, gardens and
glass houses, were never kept up with the same
intelligent taste and lavish expenditure as
they were during the sixteen years (1833-1849)
when this country seat owed for its master,
Henry Atkinson.

Well van we récall the time when this londly
demesne  extended from Wolfefield adjoining
Marchimont, to the meandering Bells Borne brook
which ghides past the porter’s Lodge at Woeodfield
due west; the historie stream Ruisscau Saint
Liexis, up which clambered the British hero,
Wolfe. to conquer or die, intersecting itat Thorn-
hill.  }t was then a splendid old seat of more
than one hundred acres, a fit residence for the
proudest nobleman England might send us, as
Viece-Roy —enclosed east-and west between two
streamlets — hidden from the high-way by a
dense growth of oak, maple and dark pines and
firs, the forest primeval—letting in here and
there, the light of heaven on its labyrinthine
avenues ; a most striking landscape, blending
the sombre verdure of its hoary trees with the
soft tints of its velvety sloping lawn, fit fora
ducal palace. . Anelfish plotof a flower garden,
alas ! now no more, then stood in rear of the
dwelling to the north © it enjoyed the privilege
of attracting many eyves. - It had also an exten-
sive and well kept fruit and vegetable garden,
sulivened with lower beds, the centre of which
was adorned with the loveliest possible circular
fount in white marble, supplied with the crystal
clement from the Belle Borne rill, by a hidden
anqueduet ; conservatories ; graperies, peach and
foreing hounses, pavilions picturesquely hung
over the yawning m-cirice on two headlands,
one lonking towards Sillery, “the other towanls
the Jslaud of Orleans, the secene of many a

"y We give here the whols of the poetical tribite paid
by Adam Kidd o a'spot where he appears to have spent
mauy happy hours, ns s guest of the Parvevals, together
with his notes to the poem. T

. SPENCER WD,
Threugh thy grees groves, and deep receding bowers,
Loved Spencer Wond ! how often have { straved. -
Or mused away the calm, unbroken hous,
Beneath some broad cak’s coul, rfreshisg shade,

There, nut a sonnd [Lsturbed the tranquil scene,
Save welcome bummings of the roving bee,
That quickly fitted uver the 1nfted green,

Or where the sqairrel played from tree to tree.

And 1 bave paused beside that dimpling stream,
Which slowly winds thy beautecns groves amoong,
Till lrom it breast retired the sun’s last bewm,
And every bird had ceassml jta vesper song.

The blushing arboars of those classic days,
Through which the breathings o1 the slender reed,
First softly echoed with Arcadia’s praise, :
Might well be pictared in this sheltered wead.

And blest were those who found a happy heme

Iu thy loved shades, without one throb of care—
No munmars heard, save frum the distant foamn,
That rolied in eolumns o'er the great Chawdiére, {1}

And I have watched the moon in grandeor rise,
Above the tinted mnple’sleafly breast,

And take her briliiant path-way throagh the akivs,
Till half the wurld scemed lolled in peaceful rest.

Uh! these were hours, whose sofl enchanting spelt
Uame o'er the heart, in thy, grove’s deep recons.. .
Where e'en poor Shenstone might haveloved o dwell,
Enjoying the pure balns of hapgriness ! :

Bt soun, how soop, u different acene 1 trace,

Where I have wandered, or oft mising stood ;

And those whose cheering looks enbianced the phue,

No more shall smile on thee, Jone Spencer Wood ! () |

117 = The Falls of the Chawiditre are abont nine miles
from Quebwe, on the South Nhore of the St Lawrencs,
- and for benuty and ‘romantic seenery, perhaps. not - sar.
janned in all Americn. - They nre yot so msgrificent as
Ningara, bt certainly far more picturesque,” -

() ** 'I'hin 16 one of the most beaotiful apota in Lower
Cupnda, und the property (1EIC) of the Inte Hoo, Mivhamt
Heury Perceval, who mﬂled there with hlsaccomplished
fatnily, whioss highly onltivated mjuds renderad.’ my

visits to Spencer Wood donbly iuteresting. Tha grounds.

and grand walksa are tastetnily laid out, ioterspersed
with greut variety of trees, plunted by the hand of natare,
Thie acenery is pltogether magnificent. und . particolarly
tuwards the enst’ where the grent pracipices” overhang
Wolfe's Cove. This laiter place has derivesd {ts nnme from
Cthat herg, who, with hix British troops, nobly  ssconded
ith frowning ¢liffs, on the 13th Rept,, 1700, and. tonk pos.
avssion of the Plisins of  Abriham,” —Apas Kinn, 1430,

Tl e Clicf and oilier: Pocm.)

| standant - works, illuminated”

cosy - tea-party jbowers, -rustic. chairs perdues
amongst the groves, a superh bowling green, and
archery grounds. " Thé mansion itself contained
an exquisite “collection “of  paintings: from old
masters,. a well,selectcd'*hbmrg'_of rare and
Roman ‘missals,
rich portfolios with' curious etchings, statues,
quaint statuettes, médals and medallions, ofjets
de_vertu- purchased by “the ‘millionnaire pro-
rietor during a four year's residence in lialy,
‘rance, Germany : such we. remember Spencer.
‘Wood, "in its. palmicst. days, when it was the’
elegant home of n man of ‘taste, the late Heury
-Atkinson, Esquire, the President of the Horti:
‘cultural Society of Quebec.t - L
In- the beginning of the century, Spencer

Powel Place. His' Excellency SirJames Henry
Craig, spent there thesummers of 1808-9-10.
Even the healthy air of Powel Tlace “failed to
to vure him of gout, gravel and dropsy. A curicus
letter {3) from Sir James to his Secretary und
charge Tagfaires in London, H. W, Ryland Esq.,
dated  Powel Place tth Aug. 1810 has been
preserved by the historian: Robert Christie. It
alludes in mther nnparlismentary language, -to
the coup: 'état, which had shortly belore con.
signed to a Quebec dungeon, three of the moest
prominent members of the Legislature,” Messrs.
Bédanrd, Tachereau and Blanchet, together, with
Mr. Lefrangois, the printer of the Canadien news.
paper for certain comments in that journal on
Sir James” colonial policy. - Very difierent and,
we hope, more cormeet views, are now Ymmnlf
gated on Colonial matters from Powel Place.
If Sir James, wincing under bodily pain,
could write angry letters, there were oceasions
on which the ““rank and fashion' of the city
received from him the sweetest epistles imagin-
able. The 10th August of éach year (his birth
day perhaps), as he informs us in another letter,
was sacred torustic enjoyment, couviviality and
the exchange of courtesies, which noune kuew
better how to ‘lispense than the stundy old
soldier. let us hear our octogenarian friend
P. A. De Gaspé Fsq., an eye¢ witness, describe
one of these annual gatherings.
A FETE CHAMPETRE AT POWEL PLACE IN 18308,
¢ At half past eight AM., eun bright August
morning, (| say a bright one, for auch had
lighted up this welcome f¥te champétrr during
three consecutive vears) the éfie of the Quebec
beau monds left the city to attend Sir James
Craig's kind invitation. Once opposite Powel
Place {now Spencer Wood} the guests left their
vehicles on the main road, and plunged into a
dense forest, following s serpentine avenue
which led to a delightful cotiage in full view of
the majestic Saint Lawrenee; the river bere
appears to flow past, amidst luxuriant, green
bowers which Jine its baunks.  Small tables for
four, for six, for'vicht guests are laid out, facing
the cottage, on » platform of plaasd deals—this
will shortly serve as 4 danecing floor al fresco ;
as the guests successively arrive, they form in
parties to partake of a dejennar en famille. 1
sy en fauille for an avdlz-desamp and a fow
waiters exeepted, no one interferes with the
sniall groups clubbed together to enjoy their early

(H Rpencer Wood gunden is diseribed in Lowdow’s Ency-
clupedia of fardening, page 341 amd also in the Jar.
dever's Magazine fur 1507, w1 prage 457, I1s style of ond-
tre, which made it asbow-place for alldtruagers visiting
Quaben, wxs mainly doe to the wientific and tasty are
mugements of an eminent laodscape  gandsoer, MU P
Low, sow in chnrge of the Cataraquy Uonservatorios, |

F S JAaWEs Crara To M RYLAONt,
Qurbee, Powel Place Sth August 1810,
My dear Ryisnd, ‘ B :

Till 1Ttk wy pen in my hand. [ thought | hat a
great deal 10 sy 10 you, and now § R meatiy 1 a loss
for & sulject, ... W have remained vory guoiet; what.
ever is guing oo is silently. 1 have no reason to think,
however {hat any change has tnken placs in the pablie
wind : thai, ] believe remaina in the same state. Pleass,
on the retarn from Lis toatr, seksowledged W the that be
had reason to thiok that xome of biv curds had not be-
haved jquite as they onght to have dore’ be I8 now
firtsbing the remainder of his' visitatioos. .

Blanchatts and Taschereau are both released on ne-
count of I health; the former is gone - Kamoumaka to
bathe, the Inlter was only Jet out o few dnys ago.  He
sent to the Chief Justice (Sewedl) to nak if he wonid allow
him tu call ou bim, whoe answerdd by all means, The
Chirf Justice is convinesd he'is perfectty convenad.  fe
assured him that he felt it 10 e bis duty to take any
publia occasion, tiy any net whatever, that he could point
out, to show his contrition, aud the sense be entertaivsed
of his former eonduect; : ’

He tolit the Chief Justice in- conversation that Blaal
chette came and eonsuited him on the subiset of publish.-
ing the paper,  * Prenez vons par 1» heat du ovx ™ apd
that haviag agresd that it would be very lopropar that
it should appenr, they went 10 Bedard, belween  whom
sod Blanchette there were very high words oy’ the aoen-
sfon. 1knpow not what Panet . is about, | have never
hwand one word of, 0 about him.  In shart I really have
sathing to tell you. snor do I'imagine that [ shall have
il I hear frum you. - You may sappose bow guxioos 1
ahall he il that takes place. . We huve fixed the tire for
about the 1) September ; tilitben I'shall not come to
any final resotation with respeet 14 the bringing the three
delinguents o triad or ot - am, bowever, joclined to
avold it, 20 is the B the C. J. is rather. 1 think, in-
clined to the other side. though nware of the inconve.
nience thut may arise from it Blanchette and Taache.
rean have both, in the raont unequivoral terme anknow.
ledged the criminality. of their condact; and it -will be
binted that If Badand wilt do the samie, it muy. be wlf that

will be required of them i int present hin: languaen ‘is,
tliat he has done nothing wrong, and that he does not
cize how long be s kept in prisan, 0w
We bave begnun apon the tond 10 the townships (the
Craig Road, through the - Eastarn. Townalifpw) ..., ..
We shall get money enough, “eapecially a8 we hope to.
finish it at 4 tLind of whiit It wontd bave cost i we would
h?vo employed the eanmtry peoplel (I8 wiis made by sol-
diere} S o . .
The seoumtreia of the Lower Tuwn have begun their
clamor alrendy, and | shall seurrely bel sorprised i the
House should ask. when they meet, by whnl,un!burny 1
have eut o rond - withowt - their permisinn, . The rund
beginsg at 8t, (iles widd will end at taw Townahiip of
Nhuipton7 L L T e
G 2 Yours most faithfilly
’ S RIgaed) S

CADAY Kibp

: _(“fuufy' of ConadarChirintie, Vol VL

Wood, s previously - stated, was known- as |

repast, of which cold meat, rdishes, breud, tea
and coffee form the staples.:Those whose ap-
petite is appeased make roomi for new. comers,
-and winuse themsslves strolling under tho shade
of trees. At ton  the cloth is vemoyed ; “the

company are all on the gui tive.” The cotiage,

 like the enchanted castle in-the opern of Zemim

and- Azor, only awnits the magie touch of
fairy ; a few minutes elapse, and’ the ‘chiel en.
trance is” thrown open ;Yigtttlc King Craig, § fol-
-Jowed by a brilliant stafl, enters, - Simultancously
an invisible orchestra, loeated: high amidst. the
dense folinge of large trees, strikes up ffod sure
the  King. ANl stand uncovered, in solemn
silence, in “token’ of respect ‘to_ the national
anthem of Great Britain, h ' .
““The. maguates press forward to’ pay’ their
respects to  His  Excelléney,  Those who do
not intend to ‘ trip the light fantastic toe” take
seats on the platform where His Excellency sits
in state s an A D.C.ealls out, gentlemen,. take
your pirtners, and the dance begins, B
4 Close ou sixty winters have ran by since
that day, when 1, indefatigable dancer, figured
in acountry dance of, thirty couples. My
footsteps; \v'hichf now seam to e like lead,
searcely then lefta trave behind them. " AN the
young hearts who enlivened this gay meeting of
other days, are mouldering in their tombs 3 even
she, the most heautiful of them all, la belle des
belles—she, the partner of wy joys nud of my
sorrows--she, who'on that day sccepted in the
circling dance, for the tirst time, this hand, which
two vears after, was to lead her tothe hyme-
neal altar—yes, even she has been swept away
by the tide of death.3  May not I alsosay, with
Ossian, *** Why art thou sad, sou of Fingal!
* Why grows the cloud of thy soul ' The sons
‘* of future years shall pass awny ; another raee
¢« shall arise !~ The peoplo are like the waves of
“* the ocean ; like the leaves of woody Morven
¢ ——they pass away in .the rustling blust, anl
‘¢ other leaves 1ift their green heads -on high." *
‘“After all, why, indeed, yield up my s0al to
sadness? - The children of the ‘coming generm.
tion will pass rapidl?‘, and & new one will take
‘its place.  Men are like the surges of the occan ;
they reseinble “the leaves which hang over the
groves of my manor ; autumnal storns cause
them to fall, but new aud equally green ones
each spring, replace the fallen ounes. Why
should " I'sorrow? - Eighty-six children, gmud-
children and great-grand-children, will moum
the fall of the old oak, when the bLreath of the
Almighty shall smite it. Should 1 have the
good fortune to find mwerey from the soverrign
Jjudge ; should it be vouchsafed to me to meet
again_ the angel of virtue, who cheered the
few happy days I passed in this vale of »orrow,
we will both pray together for the numemus
progeny we left behind us. ~ But let ns mvert fo
‘the merry meeting previously alluded to. It i
half-past two in the afternoon ; we are guily
sing through .the figures of a countey. danee
* speed the plough ' perhaps, when the music
stops short ; everyone 'is  taken alack, apd
wonders at the caase of interruption.. The arrival
of two prelates, - Hisbo‘n Plessis and Bishap
Mountain, gave us the solution of the enigna |
an aide-de-camp had mentioned to the haml.
master to stop, ou naticing the eutranse of the
two high diguitarics of the ruspective charches.
The, dance was interrupted whilst they were
there, and was resumed on their departure, Sir
Jumes had Tutroduced this point of etiguette,

1 from- the respect heentertained for their pemsons.

** At threw, the loud sound of a hunter's horn
is heard in the distance ;-~all follow His Ex.
celleney, in a path cut through the then virgin
forest of Powel Place.  Some of the guests,
from the length of the walk, began to think
that Sir James bard intended those who had not
danced to take a ¢ constitutional * before dinner,
when, - on rounding an angle, » huge table,
canopied with green boughs, groaniug under the
weight of dishes, struck on their view—-a grate.
ful oasis in the desert. Monsieur Petit, the

chief de cuisine has surpassed himself ; like Vatel,

I imagine he would have committed suicide haid
he failed to achieve the triuvmph, by which he
intended to elicit our praise, - Nothing could
exceed in magnificence, in sumptoonsneas. this
repast—such was the ‘opinion not only of the
Canadians, for whom -such displays were new,
but also-of the Furopean guests, though there
was a slight draw back to 5u¢ perfert fnjoyment
of the dishes —the wmaterials achich compoend
them we cold nol recoguise ; so. great was the
artistic skill, so wondetful the manipulations of
Monasier: Petit, the French cook. . :

*The Bishoge left: about half an- hour after
dinner, when dancing was resumed with an in-
creasing . ardor,. but .the ‘eruel  manunss were
getting concerned respecting certainsentimental
walka which their daughters were enjoying after
sunset, - They ordered them home, 16 not with
that menacing attitude with which the goddess
Calypao is snid to have spoken to her nymphs,
at jeast with frowns, so sald the r
cavaliers.. By nine ‘o'clock, "all had recntire
Quebee.” S s T

Bpencer Wool
far ous trovernors—Sir James Craig-—Lond Elgin

Lord Lisgnr, its lntest inmates ; nove: prized it wo
highly, noute rwivléred it -more attractive than
& Hia Excslioney Governor ()m‘g went by the Vmi.éni:
of the Littie King. on arcount of his fove of’dlhvhv and
deapetia rule.: : TR el

1 Mr. DeGnajé married in 1811, Buran, daughtar: of
Thomiuw Alison, Esy,, n onptain’ of the fith R:ghviem,
Infantry, nad of Thetesa Baby ; the Jattar's tin brother
oficars, Capiain Ross Lewin and Bellinghasy, afterwnnis
Vord Bellingham, marrind at Dateolt, thes forming part

of Upper Canada, two. sisters. danght $
daeqnes Diperoy Bahy -0 0 o el n‘gr-,uf e 'm".

Ty Young |
i

has ever been ' fuvorite - resort

—Rir Edmund - Walker Head—T.ord Monbo: |

B

the Earlof Elgin, -~ Of his fétes champires, re.
cherchds - dinery,” chdtean balls,: nopleasant re-
wembrance still lingors in: the memory of many
‘Quobiecers and others; - Bavernl “circumstances
added to:the charms and “comfort - of Spencer
Wood in his day. 'O onegide of St. Louis Romd,
stood the gubernutorial residence ; on the opposite
aide’at Thornhill, dwelt the Pritue Minister, Sir
Francis Hineks.  Over the vievrsgml © walnuts
and wine,” how quany kuotty ‘state ‘questions
have “been - discwssed,  how “many . despntehos
settled, "how: many . political “points adjusted
in thestormy days which saw the abolition of the
Seiguniorial 'i‘o-xutxri- and Clergy Reserves, Atone
of his britliant ,mstjxmmlifll speechis,  Lord
Elgin was much happier at this style of omtory
than his suceessor, Sir Edmund Head, The voble
Earl' iy reported to - have said,  alluding to
Spencer. Wood, ** Not only would 1 willingly
spend here the rest of my Hfe, ‘Int after ey
death, §ahonld like my bones to rest in this
beautiful apot ;" 'ind still India hiad vther scenes,
other trinmphs, and hix Sovereign other rewards
for the successful statesinen,

Sir Edmund Head's sojaurn at Spencer Wood
was marked hy a grievons fumily bereavenent ;
his only son, s promising vouth of nineteen sum-
mers, was, in 1858, accidentally drowned in the
Saint Manrice, at Three Rivers, whilst bathing.
This domestic atigtion, threw o pall over the
reinsinder of the existence of His Exeelleney,
already darkened by bodily disease.  Reclusion
and quiet were desimble to him.
~ A wmall private gate is still showi at Speneer
Grmnge, which st the request of the sorrowlul
father was openssd through the adjvining property
with the permission of the proprictor. Fach weel
-His Excelleney, with his amiable lady, stealing
n few motnents froms the burthen of affairs of
State, would thus walk through unebserved to
drop - a silent tear, on the greeu graveat Mouat
Herinon, in which were intombed all the hopes
of a noble house,  Un the 13th March, 1860, on
a wintry evening, whilst the ¢astle was s blage
of light amd powdered footmen hurmied through
its sounding corridors, to relieve of their e
coats and mutllers, His Excefleney’s guesta at o
Stae dinner that night—SirJohn A Mardonalid,
Sir Geo. K. Cartier, and othery —the alarm of tiee
was sounded, and in a couple of honrs, of the
magnificent pile & fow charread rains only e
maived.  There was no State dinner shat migh:

One of the last ncts of the Ministry in retszing
in 1861, was the signing of the contract 1o pe
build Spencer Wood,  The appiropriation aas
very nigganily otie, in view of the iize of th-
structure nquired as s Viee-Regal resxidener.
meritricions  orustents in the desigh were of
course Jaft and. A square building, two hundn
feet by fifty, was arected with the main enteano
in rear, on the site of the lovely flower gardo,
The loeation of the enfranes aml consequent <.
eritive of the fluwer garden fora conrt, bt the rive;
front of the dwelling Tor the private use wt b,
ivmated of the Chdtens by excluding the pabits
Lord Monk, the new Governne Gegeral, toi
possersion of the tew Mamsion aud had a plants
tion of Gr and other trees ndded to coneen!
enat end fromw pablic geze, - Many happy
were spent at Sperieet Wood by s Laondagiy
and  family,  whese private meoretary, Deni-
Guodley, Faq, nm:upim'] the -.is!,:mw;u‘q-, cust
* Bagatelle,” facing the Holland road, on i
Speweer Grange property. 16 illastiious namies
on the Spencer Woad Viitar's. Register e
enhance the dnterest the place nay poseres,
forrinoat, oue wight poing o thet of 1L B H
the Prinee of Wales, visiting in 1866 the
protubly more than anee surveyw! and almi
in 17014, by his ndfuther, Prinee Fis
Duke of Kent, in ﬁ;:‘tlriw-s ronind Quedes ) witl
the fascinating Banmess do St Lavvent. (o
spicupus anongst all these  funiliar with o
portals of Spencer Woemd, mav he nentiond s
other Hoyal Princes-—the Duke of Elinla:
and Prince Alfred ; with Dukesand Parkoo 10
Dukes.of Neweastle, Manehoster, Buskingh.
Prince Xapoleon, Uenerals Grant, Sheiman, &«

Sinee Confederstion, Speneer Woied Lus b
suceessively tenanted by Bic N, F. Betean and
Lieut.-Govervor Caron. The Inttérstill ocenpo -
it, and it is unnecersary to state with what o
the traditions. of ginesmns hospitality and
slegant. courtesies of sovicty have boren Lher
kept- up by Lient..Udverior - Caron aml bis
aminhle family, A« wo slose this hasty skovk,
mourning with its sable plume seems hosoiog
aver e banqgueting halls.”

Al
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Npencer Grange, Decotuber 7, 1876,
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