
Poisons and Poisoners.

moment of his arrest until the hangmani's cap finally closed upon his features.
Palmer, the priuce of modern poisones, was completely unconcernied and
unruffled, as well through the prosecution of his atrocious villainy, as through
every phase of his prison life, trial, and execuition. lie I ughed at the ab-
surdities of the witnesses in court and ihe je-ts of the counsel, as heartily as
any of the spectators ; lie smiled upon the jailors, chatted with the ex cution
officials up to the last moment, in the most compicent manner, and finally
stel ped up to the scaffold with a light and elastic step, adjust. d bis h ad to
the noose with the utmost precsion, and died without a strugule. Dr. King,
of Bri._hton, is evidently ont of precisely the same class. le adminis ered
the poi-onous dr.gs to bis p or he p'ess victim with smiles and cares,es, and
neither ber intreaties nor ber sufferins owere of any avail mn deterring him
fromn his diabolical perseverance. When he had accomplished h s end and
found himself suspected, bis p esence of mind did not desert him for a mo-
ment. le b.d an objtet in view, and he was still prepa ed to carry it out
suspected or not ; and the emergency w as only productive of a mor. bare-
faced expedient for the purpose f carying his designs into e\ecu ion. Du-
ring the tial lie was cool and collected, an I secned to enjoy its funny side
as mnuch as any one ; and thee can be no doubt that the saine law of
callousness and insensibility that marks this peculiar class of hunan beings,
even ii meeting the scaff ld, will hold good in thii pre ent instance.

It is remarkable that, wh itever may be the conduct of this class of mur-
derers after detection, the s udiousness and ('exterity owith which they Ilan
and execute their villainy, are invariably the iost refiued and e, mplete. Poi-
son, are bherefore their common agent, and latterly, since science lias sur-
rouided then with so mîa y dangers and pitfalls, the subtli vegetable
poiýons, and especial!y stychnine, have been enlisted into their service'.

Poisoning is ow becoming alarmingly prevalent in almost every country.
In the U. States and EngIand it lias increa-e largely du ing the last few y cars,
and there can be little doubt that the number of such cases brouglit to light,
bears but an imperfect relation to the amnount 'bat actually eyists. Cases are
frequently transpiring in %ubich th- victim I1s been successfully di-posed of
and where detection is more the re-ult of accident than of knowledge or sys-
tematic discovery, In the case of James Stephen, who was convicted
at the New York Assizes, during the pres nt month, of poisoni g bis ife by
adninîsteri g arsenic, the victim had lain qui tly in lier grave for a whole
year before >uspicion attached itself sufficiently to the murderer to warra


