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OQUR PROVINCIAL WORK,

W. H. Harping, Ministor Christian Chureh,
Lord’s Cove, N, B.

For a number of years efforts have been
made to raice funde from tho difforent
churches for the support of weak churches
and tho salary of an evangelist.

There is a provailing idea that this work has
not, and is not, being maintained us it should.

As wo read of the steady growth of the
work of the American Boards, both Home
and Foreign, we would wish to have the
gamo true of our work in these provinces.
Evidently the work bas not commended iteelf
to the people. Can anything be done to make
itdoso?

The following table will show at a glance
the different amounts raised oach year since
1884 by the Home Mission Board of N. B,
and N. 8.

................ teeeses $648 73
62
41

Since 1884 nearly $10,000 have been raised
and oxpended in these two provinces for
Home work, this exclusive of what the gen-
eral board hag done. What have we to show
for that money? What new churches?
What weak churches that huve become seli-
supporting ? It is true, some churches have
grown stronger, but other have gruwn weaker;
and I venture the assortion that to-day we us
a body in these provinces are no stronger
pumerically nor financially, than we wero in
1884, 1 do not say thia to discourage, nor
am I a pessimist, but I do say we need dif-
ferent methods of work.

The board wants more money, How can
it got it ?

lgt. By putting the money they have to
such good use that the people will want to
help, and one way to do this iz to put an
ovangehst in the field who will accomplish
something. I think the Mission DBoard
ghould be governed by the needs of the field
and the wants of the people, rather than the
whims of one or two preachers.

2nd. Let prominent men among us send
in their names with an amount, and let their
names come out in print. Let our preachers
and business men lead in this and when
people see that we are giving as well as ask-
ing for others to give, they will respond more
liberally. I do notsay that these men donot
give, but let them use their names with the
gift and it will stimulate somebody else to give.

We have good men and true on ~ur board,
but they cannot work without meaus and the
people are not inclined to give unless they
gee the work done. Iam in hopes to see
each province do its own mission work after
this year. I believe that will be a step in the
right direction. How best to carry on the
work of the Master, and not sentiment,
should govern us, I am not writing this so
a8 to please somebody, but because I think we
need some changesin our system of work.
We need more people interested in our home
work, that means more money, and as a re-
sult more work. ‘‘We must work while it is
day for the night cometh when no man can
work. ”

HOME MISSIONS IN THE MARITIME
PROVINCES.

R. BENTLEY RaY, Minister Coburg St. Christian Church,
St. John, N. B,

The most important question before the
Disciples of Christin the Maritime Provinces
to-day is the question of home missions. I
feel sure that it can be truthfally said that
the Disciples of Christ in the Maritime Pro-
vinces have given moro to foreign missions
than a like number of vur people anywhere.
You may wonder at this, but nevertheless it
is true..

Look at the men who have gone out from
smong us to labor in the gospel among the
people of the United States, which for all

practical purposes is a foreign work to us.
Such men as McLean, Lord, Craig, men who
though belonging to the diseiples of the Mari-
time Provinces spend their lives in Christian
work in another country And then thero
are a host of other ministers of the Gospel,
some of whom may be found in almost every
state of the union fro.n Maine to California,
who come into tho church here in these pro-
vinces. Through the efforts of these men as
missionary workers, editors, educators and
preachers, thousands are added every year
to the home strongth of our brethren in the
States. Indeedit would pay our brethren in the
neighboring country to contribute freely to
the home mission work in these provinees for
the sake of the oxcellent preachers that they
receive.

Not only have we given preachers, but lay
inembers as well in large numbers. Where-
ever-we have a congregation in Now England
there earnest in the work will be found prov-
incial people in varying numbers from a few
to half the congregations, Our church offi-
cers are giving letters continually, not singly
but to whole families. Nobody complainsat
this, we are rather thankful, but 1t shows v:.0
things; the worth of the kome field and the
need of sustaining the home work. We must
depend upon the home ficld altogether; for
while our church officers are giving letters
continually we are receiving none. "L'his can-
not continue long unless we turn at once our
hearts, our labors and a good portion of what
we have to give toward the home work.

That the fiold is fertile the fruits of the
past abundantly testify. Brethren, think of
home work, for upon it depends every othor
part of the work.

It is a wise husbandman who before he
parts with his harvest rotains enough of what
ho has gathored to sow his own ficlds.

MILTON’S MISSIONARY LETTER.

WirLiaM Stirr, Minister Christian Church,
Milton, N. S.

The heart of our Home Missionary Sccicty
should be made at this time to overflow with
gratitude to our Father, God, not only be-
cause the fields are already ripe for the har-
vest, but because of the evidence already
maunifested through the work and labor of love
of our home missionaries and of the divine
benediction shown in tho rapid strides mado
by the Church of Christ in the salvation of
lost souls. When we think of the increase
made by the special ovangelistic work of our
American preachers, wo have much cause to

rejoice that God’s multiplication comes sol

near our fnir Domivbion; and our prayers
should ascend, that we may be made par-
takers of this joy and seo not only our special
efforts but all our labors crowned with suc-
cess. Doorsare now opened, fields now ready,
men anxious as never before, and can we not,
brethren, at times truly say we hear the
Mucedon'an cry for the pure unadulterated
gospel of vur Lord and Savivui Jesus Christ,
which inspires our messengers, 1n all times,
and at all places, where thoir lot may bo cast
Now that we have the Word of God—Sword
of the Spirit—and his divine promiges that the
wator shall not overflow us, that when the
cnemy shall come in like o flood the Spirit
ghall lifc up his standard against him, let
us quit ouraolves like dying men who stacd
before dying men, holding out the ouly hope
for their oternal salvation.

Lot us over have before us, both individual-
ly, and as a church collectively, one supreme
object, and endeavor with every energy and
self-sacrifico to sweep away existing obliga-
tions and to roll up a substantial fund for the
furtherance of Christ’s cause and the exten-
tion of his kingdom in these provinces whose
“hands are fall of freedom’s fruits for which
all the world awaits.”

HOME MISSIONS.

Howarbp Murnay, Minister Christian Church,
WVestport, N. S,

It has been said ¢“ that there should be no
distinction between home and foreign mis-
sions,” The work of missionsis the applica-
tion of truth to others, whether at home or
abroad. DBut while mission work does not
end at home it surely commences there. No
oune would be so unwise as to lei the wants of
astranger divert his mind from the imperative
needs of home work or in any way to velax
his energics in behalf of home missions.

The work of missions must be woven into
our faith and practice, if not, our religion
would be as vain and useless as faith without

charity — ‘a3 sounding brass and tinkling
cymbal.”

Truth is as essential to our religious life as
food is to our physical life, but to make it of
any special benefit Lo ourselves we must apply
and appropriate it to others. This applica-
tion of truth to othors is the cssontial eloment
of soul-food. A selfish appropriation of
divine truth is absolutely useless. Wo must
diffuse and apply the truth, We must go and
preach the gospel.  There is not a promised
blessing of the gospel that can be of any
benefit to us unless we seck to share it with
others. Receiving and diffusing are insepar-
ately connected in the work of redemption.
We cannot, therefore, omit the work of mis-
sions without sacrificing the gospel of Christ.
The cup of cold water if reccived may benefit
us physically, but to make it a spiritual bless-
ing we must share it with others,  We
must never pray for God to open the windows
of heavens and pour us ont a blessing until
we bring in our tithes.” The only conceiv-
able reason that we find churches to-day that
have no growth and no special blessings, is
because thoy have no interest in home nis-
sions or any other mission beyond their own
threshold. Such a church may claim to oe
“sound in tho faith,” but it is a soundness
that is brassy. The increased interest in
missions is & hopeful sign of the times. The
church begins to realize that our blessings in
the next world must be measured by our
interest in the salvation of others.



