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EDITORIAL.

THE NEW YEAR,

In wishing the readers of THE CHRISTIAN “a |
Morry Christmag and a Iappy New Year,” wo
may glance at some of our reasons for joy and
gladness.

‘This season poiuts us to the most important
event on record, tho birth of our Saviour, On dif-
forent cccasions angels came to earth to proclaim
God's righteous judgments agaiust t1ansgressory
and to punish thom for crfwes. On such an occas-

Iluborers into the harvest.
| young brethien now studying for the work ot
"the ministry is quite encouraging.

ion ono angel seemed suflicient for the gloomy
task, but when an angel announced to the humble |
shepherds of Bethlehem the good tidings of great
joy to all peoplo he was suddenly joined by a
multitude of the heavenly hosts in the song of |
“ Glory Lo God in the highest and on earth peave,
good will toward men, *and strange, very strange
would be our infatuation if we refused to *‘join
the cheerful song of angels round the throne,”

Our provinces have enjoyed many temporal
favors in the past year while many of our neigh-
bours through pressure of hard times are unem-
ployed and sufteringin want.  We have had a
good harvest and faiv trade so that the willing
and obedient have “bread enough and to spave,”
This with the blessings of peace call for our
hearty thanks to the bountiful Giver,

The Columbian Exposition has made 1893
famous, JYustead of * mation lilting up sword
against nation,” millions from all parts of the
woeld have met as brethren to show each other
the blessings of civilization, that all may be bene-
fited by the progressive skill of each. It would
be altogether too much to expect that such
crowds from all places and from il sorts of
society would be togetber without some exhibi-
tions of lawlessness and immoraility, but when
there was so little of this compared with what
was feared and expected, it is truly astonishing,
Porsons whoattended the Fair from day to day,
rveport that they nover saw a man intoxicated or
saw rowdyism of any kind, but on the contrary
when anyone in the crowd was jostled or feli
accidently he was immediately assisted with a
brother’s friendship,

Last spring many were in anxious fears for
the outcome of the Ioxhibition, It was expected
that vice of every kind would be rampant and
that though religious cfforts would be mado they
would be swallowed up by tha high tide of in-
iquity; but how vastly different has been the re-
sult,

After the managers cf the Fair had broken
their pledge to Congress aud opened the gates
on Sunday to accommodate the irveligious and
get their money, they found it would not pay
and closed the gates for waut of patronage.
Theatres which were prepared for their patrons
had to be closed and were rented to Mr. Moody
and others for preaching places where many
thousands heard from the mouths of the most
talented men the story of the cross,

One of our own brothren proached the gospel
to learned and influcatial men from Japan, who
like the Corinthiang of old ¢‘heaving, believed
and were baptized ” and then returned to estab.
lish missions and spread the gospel in that Bm-
pire, Who can tell how mauy for the first time
heard the gospel of Christ in Chicago, or how
many have been drawn to Jesus by the attractive
power of the cross? In meditating over God’s
dealings with men we can truly exclaim ‘“we
haye heard strange thiugs this year.”

'The principles advorated by Tue Cunistiax |
seein to be gaining ground in every Ciwistian
country, How mauy sco and deplora the evils
of sectarianism and plead for the uniou of Chris-
tians, Man-made crseds which divide, are

losing their charms and the perfect adaptability

nnderstood and acknowledged. These fac's aro
cheering, Tho growth and prosperity of the
Disciples where the gospel 1s faithtully and con-
tinnously preached, is further proof that it
“pleases God by the foolishness of preaching
to save them that believe.” In theso provinces
the cause is greatly retarded for want of preach-
ers, I'rom smong the few we have, faithful
and etlicient men pass from service {o their
1ewards, but others are coming ou to take their
places and to increese the number of laborers,
and we trust that the Lord of the harvest is
an.wering the prayers of many, to send forth
The number of our

The churches in differont places seem to be
taking on new Jife, the older members stimulat-
ing the younger to Cluistian activities, and the
young, feeling the church of God to be their
home, requiring their best energies and amply
providing for their noblest enjoyments. More
is Leing done thaw ever beforo for spreading the
gospel atv home and among tho heatl.en, and the
spirit of Christian liberality is ~idently on the
ascendant.

These favorablo signs of the times are tho
more remarkable when we remember our lack
of love and zeal and faithfulness to Ilim who
hag redeemed us with his blood. God bestows
these favors for the great love wherewith he
loved vs in Christ,

Let all who love the Lord praise and magr.ify
His holy nawe and nover forget that He wants
to be gracious, wants to give more grace to the
humble and to make in future years the triumphs
of the cross far more abundunt than in the past,

(m‘igixml_ Gontrilmtions.

11 ACCIDENT OF BIRTI,

Diagonaliy across tho strect from whero I live,
there Jies the remains of a neighbour who died this
morning about one o'clock; beside her four wax
candles are burning although the sun is shining on
clear snow and naturo supplies abundant light.
Sho died under the rules and having recoived the
rites of the Roman Catholic Church. In the full
assurance of tho faith of that church she lived and
also died. As far as we can jadge she was no
hypocrite, no imposter. Sho neither tried to de-
ceive herse!lf nor others, Her faith was without
quilo. If she was deceived, she, horself, was houest,
and so did the best sha could according to the con-
ditions, Had she been born in the DProtestant
Zpiscopal Church,.and had she recsived the train.
ing of that church in childhood, learned her ca e-
chisws, repeated her prayers, and when considered
ready for the rite, receiving confirmation from the
holy hands of the authorized bishop of that church,
she doubtless wonld have continued to live in that
communtion, and in the full assurance of faith she
would have comoe down to tho end of life, finally
going down into the culd embrace of death, in the
firm hope of a glorious immortality. Had she been
born of parents belonging w0 any other sect of

Christendomn she doubtless would have lived and.

died, under and to somo extent, obedient to the
teaching of the particular sect, bolieving that sect
to be right above all others. Why? Because tho
teaching of that scct was the roligious teaching of
her childhood.

But to go farther out still, Suppose she had
beon bern in a Mormon family, sho would no doubt
havo lived and died in the Gim beliof that Mor
monisin was the trae fsith, aud that all who lived
and died ont of Mourmoniam were exposed to the
wrath of God and ia danger of endless woo.

How differont again would bo her faith had she
been born in a Mohammedan family inArabia? To

her thon all Christian teaching of whatever sect
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in life, *“ God is God and Mahomet. is His prophot.”
In the faith of Islam the would live and in the faith
of Islam she would die. In that faith she would
hopo for a glorious immortality.

If we go out further still—go out into the heathen
world we will find men and women who as firmly
believe in supremo pawers (of whatever kind) as we
believe in the Omnipotant hand and infinite mind
which rules and keops in harmony all worlds in
infinite space and supplies the want of every living
thing. They believe in the punishment of the
wicked and the happiness ot the brave or virtnous
or good beyond this life.

Suppoge again that u child i3 born in a London
slum, where tho first aiv which it breathes is an
atmosphero of crime, and as its mind devolops, and
it learns from it sucroundings, the impressions
made on its mind are, that deception, lying and
stealing aro virtues, but to be detected in any of
these is a crime. The child thus raised will have
no conscience 1a the matter, Crime 1o the person
thus taught will not be crimninal as it would be to
tho persen trained in the puro atmosphere of a
community enlightened by the teachings of a spot-
less Son of God and the Apostlos whors He sent to
make knowr His will,

Now in all theso conditions and many me re which
might be added, what makes the differencel

To this question, there is to my mind but one
answer, vizi—the AcCIDENT of birth.

Why are you a Ruman Catholic] Becauso I was
born a Roman Catholic,

Ask the question to all the membors of all the
churches down all the graded line of protestantism
and with the exception of only a few members
among them all, you will receive substantially a
corresponding answer: I am a Baptist becauss I
was born a Baptist, a Preshyterian because born a
Presbyterian, and so of the Methoadist, Proestant
Episcopal and all others,

It is true they may give you i many iustances
another answer and think also it is true; that is,
that they have investigated and found that tho
church to which they bLelong is the true church.
This, howercr, is not truo of more than one in an
hundred. 'Th y have not investigated. Man do not
investigate in those mattors. The doce against
investigation is closed by their early training—
their catechisms and scctarian colouring of God’s
oly Word. By theso also they are so built up
in righteousness (1) that, wero the door open to in-
vestigation they would not enter in, O no, men
do not investigate, they do not * try the spirits,”
they do not ** prove all things and hold fast that
which is good,” they drift on the current of influ-
ences in which they were born, time wafting thom
on until they disappear in the unseen, besond the
limits of carth.

With many there is no opportunity of proving
the ground on which they stand. Forinstaneo: the
Mohammedan on the sands of the desert, as he turns
his face toward the sacred shrine and prags to the
God whom ho adores, saying, ** God is (God and
Mahomet is his praphot.” He belioves he has the
true religion, he has no means of trying, ho lives
and dies in tho hopo of 2 Mahommedan paradise,

The heathens have no means of investigating,
thoy are shut in from oven the possibility of it.

Tho man raised in the London slum is virtually
shut in from investigation.

The Rowan Catholic is also shut in by authora.
tative priestly gates and bars, so ho cannot inves-
tigate,

Many others to a greator or lesser extent aro
shut in from attempting to try the grouud on which
thoy stand religiously, somotimes by priestly au-
thority, sometimes by family pride, and sometiales
from lack of opportunity.

Now ther some questions: Whoroe does responsi-
ility end? Are all equally responsible? If all are
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