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CI—IRISTIAI{ STANDARD.

But wo call thoso men self-made whe have become men
without these aids; whe have goue out into the world and
found other schools and other teachors, with longer terms
and different books.  They can work or shirk as they will;
thoy can play with their books, or study them ps they
please; they can neglect their teachers, or learn of thom,
and there is none to find fault or discipline.

This world is a great University, with teachers and
sehauls for all who vowo fato it, and where not ono need
fail of graduating with the title of A. M—“A Man.”

Aud there is always a poeuliar interest in the life of
thaose who, without the usual aids, have gained au educa-
tion and attained to suceess.  We like to know the pro-
cess.  We like to know what teachers they chose; what
schools God seut thew to, and how they uged them, what
books they learned their lessons from.  And this is largely
the interest that attaches to the hfe of Henry Wilson. A
poor buy, with almest no early advantages, he walks from
New 1ampshire to Natick, Mass., secking for work. 1o
learns how to make shoes.  As * the Natick cobbler,” he
enters into political Jife and reaches the next highest
oflice int the gift of his nation.

¢ With conquerless will,
1o climbed from the base to the brow of the hill,”

But what chiefly concerns us is Zote be climbed!  Where
did he learn his lessons of hfe, and who were his teachers?

I do not propose o state much that is found in the pub-
lished story of his life. Bnt there are many incidents
floating around in this place where he lived so wany years,
and where the companions of his youth are still living, and
we would gather up some ef these to show who were his
schoohnasters, and what were his schools.

1. Menry Wilson was a great reader from his earliest
boyhood. 1lc had to wark all day Jong, and he said that
all the spending imouey he had before he was twenty-oune
years old would notamount to une dollar, all told.  Aund
yet he had read seven hundred volumes before that age.
Very few of them were novels, most of them were the
leading works of British and Awerican authors. They
were borrowed frum {ricuds, aud read evenings.  After he
came to this town he changed his boarding place so that
he might be in the house where the village library was
then kept.  And it is said that he never forgot what he
read.  Indeed his wonderful memory was oue of the neces-
sary clements of his success.

There is no question but that the way a young man
spends his evening hours is an almost infallible prophecy
of his future life. While others were lounging around
corner groceries, or ranging the village streets, Satan’s own
schouls, where the devil's schoolmasters are truining very
many for usclessness or infamy, Henry Wilson was going
to school, cvening after evening, to the greatest minds,
and studying the best literature of bis day.

2, Seon after he came to town he joined with others in

forming a lyccum to debate the questions of the day. kg her if that was the way God treated those that didi

There are not a few now here who were members with
him, and some were more ready debaters.  Sinee be died
some of thew have suid to we that no oue at that time
would have marked him out fur pre¢minence.  But he had
read maore and remembered better than the others, and was
always mighty with his fucts. lle owed much of his later
power to what he gained by bis faithfuluess in preparing
for these lyccum duebates, As the Duke of Wellington,
lsuking at the playground av Liton, said, ¢ Here the battle
of Waterloo was won,” so Henry Wilson might have said
that many of his trivmphs in Congress were gained in this
village Iycoum.

3. Ouc of the chicfest differences among men, more
thau natural talent or circumstances, is the porer of kard
worl., This Henry Wilson had in an eminent degree. 1lle
was accustoned to work or read fifteen or sixteen hours &
day. ‘There is a stery here that he once set out to make
fifty pairs of shoes without stopping to sleep, more than
two days work, and he nearly accomplished it.  He never
secmed 1o tire.  Ile worked in the same untiring way all
through his public life, and these that were with him
sumetines complained that he thought they could work as
long as he could.

One time while he was sick hie watched some carpenters
at work on a ueighbor’s house, and pointing thewm out to
me, he exprossed great indignation at their laxy wauner of
working, and wanted e to preach a scrmon on stealing,
for the benefit of all such workmen,

4. But more than all these, his moral principles atrib-
uted to his success.

1 do not kuow that he had any vices or foibles that weak. !

ened hiw in body or mind.  1le had none of that pride
which makes so * many sel{-made mon worship their
maker,” avd no one would think of writing his biography
with a series of 1111 11§} as once was dene of an-
other.  On the contrary he was one of the people, and
seomed to treat all alike. o had almost no regard for
mouey, and was always very freo in giving it away. In
him vur temperance organizations and Young Men's Chris-
tiun Assvciations have Just one ol their lnrgest supporters.

But it is the adoption of unpopular principles, or in cir.
cumstances which mako them cost something, that tests a
man's churacter.  Any body can wear thew, as the Crusa-
ders wore their erosses on their shoulders, as soon ag they
become popular.  As Jarry lotspur said of the popinjay,
“ But for theso vile guns, e, himself, would havo heen a
suldicr.”

No doubt a prineiple is just as good when it is popular,
but it is not as good a test of the man.

Now Wilson stoud up for the right when it was wnpopu-
lar.  Ho adopted principles when his adherence to them
would scemn to crush his aspirations and shut the gutes of
succwss in his face; when the fiery darts of the Apolyon of
temptation assailed him on every side.  1le could not, like
Jucob, see the glory above the steps of his vision ; but ouly
the lower steps, named July, obseured above by clouds and
stortus, iu which the steps scemed toend,  But God taught
him, and us through him, that—

¢ The path of duty is the wn_\.' to glory.”
* Let his great example stand
Colossnl, seen of every land;
Till in all lauds, and in all human story,
“Phe path of duty be the way to glory.”

For he that receives great principles into his life, for
which he is willing to sacrifice all carthly gain, takes up a
heavy cross, but onc that carries him more than he carrics
it. e bears liis principles, but they bear him on to cuc-
cess, like Christophorus bearing the Christ child across the
river, he receives courage aud power from his burden.

Henry Wilsou never could have suceceded withoat these
principles of temperance and anti-slavery which, when he
aceepted them, scemed the one iuvineible bar to his success.

1lis religious experience: In his early life here he was
much interested in relizion, but did not become a member
of the church until about ten years ago, when a mewmber of
the United States Scoate, he was home on a visit, DBut he
was an iutimate friend of his minister from the first, and
always deeply intercsted in all the religious affairs of the
town, and kuew all about them.

While he was a eandidate for the Housc of Represcuta-
tives, he said to a friend one Sunday that he must go home
iand write political letters. She urged him not to. But
hie assured her that it was a critical time, and he would
lose the election if he 1id not.  But she persuaded him to
Ukeep the Sabbath aud trust in God. He yiclded; but his
(sagacity was not at fault; Ze lost the clection. Then he

i right and trusted in Him. She bade him wait, for he had
Inot seen the end. In ashort time the State Legislature
clected him to the United States Senate, which it wou
not have dunc had he been chosen representative.  After
his clection this friend then asked him, ¢ How now about
trusting in God 7”

Till hie was enfeebled by bis last sickness hie was often at
the prayer mecting, ‘There are those here who have boen
with him te the house of « fricud, and all knceled together
in prayer as they were trying to lead him to Christ.

The uight before our church was burned we held an ad.
jwrned mecting to continue a discussion as to our best
ecthods of work during the year, und he took an active
and carnest part in the discussion,

T'here are many other reminisceuces, but this article is
already too long  We can only say that his trust to the
last was only in Jesus Christ, aud in * The Changed Cross,”
his constant companion at last, many precivus passages
were marked, which show his feclings.

Afler the death of his wife aud 2ou he did uot care to
live, cxcept to finish his book on the History of Slavery.
He would rather have done that than to be re-clected as
Vice-Presideut, so set was Lis heart upon it.  But he did
not finish it, though it was =o far donc that other hands
havc it nearly completed.

I'hese lines read to him on his death-bed express bhis
fecling s—

¢« But after nll these duties I have done,
Must T in point af mnerit then disown,
And trust in Meaven through Jesus hlood nlone?
Through Jesus Llood alone.”

! LXPOSITORY PREACIING.

BY REV. J. M. HOPPIN, D D,
Professur of owmiletics in. Yale College,

1¥ it should be asked what stylo of sermonizing wo would'
mainly recommend, not by any means as the exclusive one,
but as the most ordinary method of preaching, year in and
year out, for a pastor's regular work of instruetion from the
pulpit, we should answer, without making it a &ry excogi-
tation of the Seripturcs, and without a narrow biblioktry,
the expository, or, rather, what might be called the * tex.
tual” as contrasted witl tho *topical” style of diseonvse.
Wo use textual here not precisely in its technieal sense.
A “textual ¥ sermon, techuically, is one that fllows iu its
treatment closely the words of' the text—clause by clause
and word by word—winding and turning with all the coa-
volutions of the text.  We would employ * textual ™ rather
in tho sense of “ textepreaching ;' that is, making the text
the absolute subject of the scrmon, and not an abstract
subject evolved from the text; holding firmly to the text,
drawing the real material, the real thought, aud the real
inspiration from the Scripturcs. It is, in fuet, # Biblical
preaching,” instead of * theme-preaching.” It takesa lung
time to be emancipated from the tyranny of the topical, or
theme-sermon, which lus domincered over our pulpits.
This, we graut, has done a noble work, and will contivue
to do so—the most cultivated audiences are best pleased
with it, andalso profited by it—but its exclusive use s
engendered many crrors of preaching, and has sometimes

all, spoiled variety and freedom. "lopical preaching, ns
has been hinied, draws from the text a particnlar theme,
or, what is often the case, tukes a topic before taking a
text, and makes *hat topic the subject of the sermon.
Here is its unity, It requires an artistic handling like an
oration, or a picee of sculpture. It is a perfect discourse
formed upon the rules of art. It is something, afier all,
outside of the text, though it should be in strict accord-
ance with it. It requires brief texts coutaining complete
themes, and themes capable of didactic development, IBut
this style of sermoning is very apt to lead to a noglect of
the Word of God. ‘I'he sermon, in fact, haugs on the
proposition, or topie, instead of the text: and wany wrong
topics, such as the text never taught, have been drawn out
to scrve as themes of this kind of sermon—e. g., by 2
German preacher who made the subject of Acts xxvi. 24
# Feolus said, with a Joud voice, Paul thou art beside thy-
sclf; much learning hath made thee wad,”—The doubt-
{ful and perilous character of religious enthusiasm” A
;sermon should spring up from the word of God within the
: the circle of pastoral studics, needs and requirements, and
[sometimes the topic will be suggested before the text

| . . s N
i (though we think this is not 2 good rule), and there should

gbc all proper freedom here since the pastor has two baoks to
study, his Bible and his people ; but when the text is once
chosen, however, and whenever done, then it should be
treated with honor and thoughtful attention, as the utter-
‘ance of God upon the speeific duty, or subject in haud.
. Topical preaching is needed for the wants and emergencies
of the pulpit, sod will continue in vogue, and all will
fullow it who aim at a high standard of scientific cxoellence
| in sermonizing; but uniformly pursued, it will present the
*hwan side of preaching, preduminantly ; will hide Christ
and injure the cause of Christian truth ; and a return to

of Christ,” will constitute a resl reform.

explained it, where the text forms the actual basis of dis-
course and is immediately and mainly treated of, cuables
the preacher to interpret the word of God more clasely,
which course is in harmony with the main theory already
advanced, that preaching is primarily interpretation—inter-
pretation not of a dead but living sort, adapted to spiritual
awakening aud persuasion. It also enables the proacher to
cmploy texts that comprise longer or shorter portions of
Scripture, and this is the beauty of this method that the

truth, like the parables of our Lord, or like the cxtended
figures in the 15th chapter of Luke, 1 Cor. ix, 24-27,
Eph. vi, 15-17; or narrative and historical texts; or texis
tontaining some important subject fully treated as 1 Cor. 13,
in Mark x, 33-50, where humility is the underlying lesson
of the whole passage; or meditative texts, as inany of tho
Psalis, in which the inmost religious lifo of the writer is
set forth. The textual discourse hionors the word of God,
tby thus keeping near to it and dwelling ever upon it. I

led astray from the true object of preaching. It hasabove -

nature, to Biblical proaching, to the teachings of the * Spirit.

Textual preaching, in the semse in which wo have

texts may be longer, and thus cmbrace a wider range of-
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