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CPHE WREOK OF THE ATLANTIO
AND . NORTEFLILET,
“ -
JARON. BIIORY HAND NOTES Of SERMON RY TRR
RV, G, NROFFAT. a
TEXT~* Dusolutfon shalicome apon theo suddon.
Isewlion tion sdcit not Kuow.”

On the night of the 22nd of Januuary,
the einigrant ship Northfleet waa run down,
angd threo huadred and twonty souls were
swopt into clumity. sll Britain was
shigcked——for wes not the mght calm and
the ahip ouly & ferw yards from a peaceful
shore? But when it was known that the
astennship which bad-eut her down hadsail-
&a ou and away heedless of every drowning
prayer; then thers arose from an idignant
nation a mighty cry for justice, justise,alus,
little likely to be thoroughly sacsfied.
Swiftly aflerwards camo tir0 news that the
noble steamship Atlantic had struck and
was o total wreck, It was ne fools, jest—no
it ‘wiss destruction swift and terrible~-out of
opo thousand souls, one half .are gune fur
over., Pity asks, where aro tho mothoers and
the.chiidren saved ; mAn msy tremble n
his aunswer, bat the waves 1 scorn ask—
‘where—whero ?

Had somo fierce wintry storin fussed
these ships upon its billows, and then with
masts gorie and boals swept, dashed them
upon rocky. shore, far from help, the world
could havo understood the awful story.
But to perish as they did is a disgrace to
-the very names of British scnn:mnsﬁip and
Lumanity. From our text aud these thril-
ling scenes, we would look at our thoughts;
and may Ged'slspiritbrning them home to our
own hearts to-mght.

First.—8udden dosolution comes every
where.  Degth is ever busy on laud aad
sca.  Wo know of no shore without its
wrecks; of uo oconn Without s cuned

wysleries,  No land is exempt from tho
sweop of disease.  In aity, wiilago and for-

est the father falls, the child is taken, and
the lock of hair is & treasure sacred forover.,
You know of no season without 1ts funerals;
and thoseahasrecoived manyof thonnshrou-
ded dead; ah,tho way to God’azcre has beon
often travellod here too. Sudden deaths
Gro nevor rare on sea orshore. Afew hour's
illness and all is over but the great heart
gsorrow. Mnnis stricken alike in pulpit and
in pew, cut down on the strect and the
oceat.  Tho bramn reels, the heart ceases to
beat, tho pulse flutters and stops; and the
living veil their ignorance of iifo and death,
by the world-old verdiet, Dicd by the visita-
tion of God.  But how fearfully appalling
when death sweegs at ono mughty stroke
three hundred and twenty; and by another
withering blow five Lundred mto” eternucy.
If it were some new and obscrre disease,
sweepiny away one half of any community
beforo man had discovered any specific rem-
edy, then there mightbo wonder. Wnten
letters of firo theso two words, Recklessness
and Carelessness; and you see at onco tho
cause of conutless wreeks on overy sea and
inoveryland. These sins may bo our own,

wrocks on every siroet, fast youth, but fant
uor'to machoad's glovy but to wreek and
riiite Sad ara {he temorials loft bebind 3
breken hearts, dishonoured graves.  The
tast night on.earsht spont in profanity, in
drunkenness, in gambling, and You shuddar
at tha {oo common scones on siiip and on
_shore.

Is this tho way to begin new lifoin a naw
Jand.  Where is the selemnity of & last
farewell with overy sacred tio sundered.
Belore the day breaks how ma_nf souls be-
foro their God, Ol what a terrible mm)gen-
ing. May the prayers breathed that night
have eternal banedictions. Oh, yonug men
and maidens, el it be fhy heart’s prayer
every night ; * Oh, eatisfy us early with thy
merey, that we may rejoice and be glad all
our days."

Towrth. - Sudden Desclation nay come
as we_ near the other shore  With the
Atiantic all has gono well, the ocean is
safely crossed, all dunger seems past, homa
is drawing nearer {s sowe, & new lifo opens
to others inthe great land boforo them.

Alag, little do the sleeping hundredsdream
fthat fatal rock.  Warnings the most ear-
nest are freated with insolent contempt.
Too late the warning try is heerd, with full
steanm on the terrible shock comes. The
tuy few boats ate eithor swamped or swipt,
the companion way is broken down in the
rush for hfe, the waves sweep over and
over.

Ol Qod, the ship fills, and there js nought
but the Lhush of death below these decks.
What a steuggle for life in these leng dack
hours of morning ; how the chill hands grasp
rail and mast and rigging; how soul eheers
soul; how heartrending the scparations
fropn those helpiess to help vr save. The
heart shudders at the ghastly sights, whoth-
ot am.ng rugged rocks or bravely lashed to
incudly mast.  Ab, there is no difference

p hegesidled deads Priends, soie of yon
ate far onin the voyage of Lfe, Lewaro of
sour reckoning. It is madness to forget
the strong currents which hurry you on to
an unkuown shore. Better by far a fow
hours' delay than risk e and ctecnity. Tif-
teen minutes tuo late, and then the crash,
the merciless wave. And what provision
for the potwer, the fire of hic; only a sun-
mer ten days, but if storms delay, if the

must make the best of 1t, and the end s
wreck.  Is tho greed that would peril a
thousand svuls not Ligh treasun agamst hu-
wattyy if not, 6s tune s was, bLut alas,
Mammon is still King.  And huw wretched
the means of escape provided Ly the lust of
z0ld, yes, men of the world, glunfy  the
stato ruom, but be sure to grudge the bfe
voats.  Blessed God, whai o world of
differenco between the grecd of man and the
‘mﬁmte buunty of the Son of Man. Bat

has nativnalforethought built n-light-house,
{ moured Ly iiglitshup there > Ok yes, pro-

vision was made in the estimates last year,

Lut ted tape is i 1o harry, theto is time

envugh, what matters a wreck or two, wlo
’ cares fur o few emigracts, and if any Com-

pany runs their ships ashore, so much the ,
worse for their dividends, Istheresto shame, i

nuw biiveen the fdendless cmigrant and

hwrricane dashes m the teeth, ah well, they )

SCRIPLLRE v, ROMANISAL

he following remarkablo slatement of.
the Seriplure argument againsi Rowman-
ism is taken from the specch of Bishop
Strossmayer at the Iato Vatican Couneil :—
Ponetrated with the fealings of responsi-
bility, of which God will demand of maan
aceount, I havesst wmyself to fstudy with
tho most  serious aftention tho writings of
the Old and Wow Testaments, and I have
i nsked these venernble monuments of truth
to make me know if the Hely Pontift, who
presides thero, is truly the successor of St.
Poter, Viear of Jesus Chnst, and mtallible
doctor of the Church.
‘ Ta resolvae this great question, I have
been obliged to ignore the present state of
i thangs, and o transpart myeed in miind,
! with the Evangelical toreh in my hand, to
the days when thero was no Ultramontan-
ism or Gallicanism, and in winch the
Church had for doctors St. Paui, St. Peter,
St. James, and St. John—doctors to whom
1o ono can deny the divine autherity with.
out puiting in doubt that which the Hnly
| Bible, which is hero before me, teaches us,
and which the Council of Trent has pro-
claimed the »ule of faith and of morals.

WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURB ?

+ . Lhave, then, opened these sacred pages.
j Well shall Idaretesay 1t 2—1 have found
uotlang cuther near or far whick sanctions
‘ the opinion of the Ultramontanes. And
1 stll more, to my very greet surpnse, I find
{ o mention in the apostohe days of n Popo
successor to St. Poter and Vicar of Jesus
Chnist, no more than of Mahomet, who did
not then exist.
You, Monsignor Manning, wil) say that I
| blaspbeme ; yon, Monseignor Pie, that I
am mad.  No, Monsiguori, T do not blag-
pheme ; and T am not mad ! Now, having
read the whole New Testament, I declare
'before God. with my hand raised to that
! great erucifix, that I have found no traco

i

' of the Papacy as it exists at thismoment.

| WAS ST. PETELR EVER CREATED HEAD OF THE
APOSTLES 9

Reading then the sacred books with that
y attention with which the Lord has made
{ e capable, L do not find one singleghap-
ter, ot one little verse, wn which Jesus
Lhrwt geues to St. Peter the mastery over
the apostles, his fellow-workers.

11 ~men e op Touah had been what we
i believe his Holiness Pio IX. to be to-day, it
| is wonderful that He had naf said ¢ him,
“Whon I shall have aseended to my Fath-
er, vou shall all nbey Simeon Peter as you
obey Me. T establish him my Viear upon
| carth?”

Net onlyis Christ silent on ths point,
but so little does ho think of giving a Lead
t> the Church, that when Ho prumises
throues to His apostles to judge the twelve
trihes of Tsracl {Matt. xix. 21,, Ho promuses
| them twelve, one for each, without saying
; that ameugthese thrones one shall be high.
or than *the others—which shall belong to

eter. Certainly, 1f He had wished that 1t

then wo are not ready.  These may be the | o sativnal indiguation? N, the politicians ) shauld be sv, Ho would have saulit.  What

sins of others, thenis tho soul 1nsured , is

of tlus age,wl .tevcr be their vartyery lave

0 we eonclude from Has silence ? Lome

your peace made, if so, welecomo death at | neither time nor heart tolenforce iumanity. | tells us that Christ did not wish to-male

midnight, welcomo death at day dawn,

Sudden desolation and the door shut, how .

dreadful.  Sudden denth nnd glory m a
moment, what bliss unspeakable, Be sure
you ave ready, for in such an hour as ye
think not the summons comes.

Second.—Sudden desolation reveals hu-
man character 83it is.  Yes, and in a way
‘the word has nover dreamed of. The flan:.
ing fire, the sinking wreck may reveal in a
moment the most utter selfishness, ar the
noblest heroism.  In any ericis of being, wo
want not honeyed suavity, but the whole
heart, the whole soul.
vur salvation had for wreeked maunnot only
the wiscst words, but the clearest braip,
and the mightiest hand, but that the ponr-
est soul might reach the shore of life oter-
nal, he poured out his very heart's blond.
Godliness has two meapings, Godwardness,
Godlikeness; may our own lives glow with
both. Then our Bibles lull us not asleep,
but, by the Spirit, they pour into the soul
over refreshing streams ‘of life—hfe fitting
us to face the most awful disasier, to meet
as God’s redeemed the sudden catl, come
when and where it may. ¢

_The Northfleet is struck, in a moment the
wildest pame. Selfishness 1 every form
bursts forth in the disorder of the hoar.
The strong save themseives, they strike

The great eaptainof |

The day has yet tocome whenlaw willreach,
in ats mayesty, the greed that would unpenl
Lfe, the recklessness thatwould endanger

! life, and carclessness that would nisk life,

[ the cowardico that would turn a heartless !

| ear to the last prayer of expiriug hife. But
| tu glorous contrast to all this, we never can
i forget tho imdividual heroism amid these

fatal heurs. Be the man common seaman,

or brave oflicer, or Mimster of the Gospel,
) their noble courage i nsking all to save
) penisnny ufe, can never be fu_r;:uttenso long
{ 85 the story of Grace Daring thnils the
human heart.

Finally.—Far away we seo & quiet grave-
yard. One s bunicd there, the only daugh-
, ter of 2 widowed mother :on the humble
, slab standing at hor Lead, we sce twu sumple
; words, but how strikuingly suggestive, Lifted
. Higher. No matter when, nor where, nor
; huw, Jeath may stnke us, may Gud 1a lus

merey mve every soul an nbundant entrance.
" And with our whole heart we would bless

God, that nver every wreckin Chnstendum,
; the dyingeye can read, ““Jesus Christ is ablo
, also to save thenito the uttermost that como
! unto Ged by him."—Walkerton Telescope.
|

|

! RELIGION A HELT IN LIFE.

f

y . How it helps a man to suffer and to toil! |

Petor the head of the apostolic company.

When Christ sent the apostles to convert
the world, tu ail He gase cqually tho pow-
jerto bind and to loose, and to all he gave
the promise of the Holy Spirit. Permit mo
i to repeatit: If he had wished to constimte
+ Peter His Vicar, He would have given him
i chief command over His spiritual anny,
| Chnst, so says Holy Seripture, forbade
} Poter and his colleagues to reign, nr tn ¢\
ereise lordship, or to have autharity avey
I the faithful. like the kings of the Gentiles
{ 15t Luks xxu. 25.,  If St. Peter had been
{ elected Pope, Jesus would not have spoken
) thus ; because, according to our tradition,
j tho-[’ngacy holds inats hands two swords,
1 symbols of spuritual and temporal power.
! But here s another still more important
{fact. An wecumemcal council 18 assembled
"at Jerusalem to lecide on the questions
wineh divido the fathful  Who would have
called togethier this conuetl if St. Potor had
"been Pupe ?  St. Iter.  Who would have
presided atit? St Peter or lus legates.
Who would kave formed or promulgated
1 the canons ?  St. Peter.  Well, nothing of
all thus occunied.  Tho apostle assisted at
y the council, as all the others did, and it was
j uot he who sumuned up, but St. James;
{ and when the degrees were promulgated, it
was 1n the name of the brethren, !Txe apos-

down:the weak, thoy trample under foot. How 1t calms lus temper and soothes s j tles, the elders and the brothren (Acts xv.)

mother and child alike.
homs are there not very loud whispers of
man only caring for self.  Yen, of men in
the shape of human fiends saved from the
wreck, but saved only to plunder
jewels from tho helpless ‘dead. On these
doomed ships, you hear, in the miduight
hour, tbe foulest blasphemy and the holjest
Erayer; you sce helpless despair and the
rave sublime in saving the perishing.

“Thero stands the brave Knawles yot what

care theso cravensouls for hisbullels, They
miserably perish, but ho dies at his pest, a
martyr to Christian daty.  May Gog
fort’his stricken widow in her terrible be.
reavement,
conduct of the Captain of that stearaer which
sunk the Nortlflcet. Remonstrance 5 of
avail, drowning cries for pity are heard bug
heeded not, they arc.cruched, leave them to
their fate.

Sharp strikes the bell, or with full head
of steam, away into darkness, the world will
nevor know who did the reckless, heartless
deed. An, heartless, soul. yon ey erush
tho ;¢or and the feeble, you mway wring tue
heart-dry of its truest blood, and casi it

.away 88 & fadéd, ated rag, you may flea
:and leate not evedl a tLin lino of foam o teli
thotiale ;>but, 'bo not deceiv.d, G.d is not
mocked. BMan may loathe, God will judge.
Third.—Swdden::désulation may come as
-wo begin tho voyage.. The Northfeet has
not ovei chtéred the brdad ocean. ~ No, shin
licaat anchior waiting for a fairsvindto waft
her on ty her far away shoro. There, ere
billowia breasted or galo weathored,thodrend
‘blow is: strugk,. and she founders: within
‘sight of .the.doors-of home:. Wrecks like
this sre eovery where, How inany are

-wrecked befora they have crossed tho thres-:

hold.” Bow: many. sre wrecked ;bofora thé
yoyagé is well beguis j no-vigilant watch, no.

hiblelight, io flesing from awift subilo txmip-
,"QﬁF’P‘; -Oh; how sad to see 80 moany - living

B

But how atterly inhuman the .

Yea, and nearer . sprrit ! How it heals lus wounds and an- ,

emts lim wath oy, “ His tool shpped,”
, says M-lan, iu lis beautiful tract, The
Watchmaker of Genava, * Jus tool slipped,

iythe attempt, and again he was unsuceessful,

A slicht and mrmentary expressin of
! trouble appeared on his countenance,but the

cloud soon passed away. He clasped lus
! hands and soked upward, while }:13 hips
| movedl as if uttering & sident and furvent
! prayor; the expreseion of troublo disappear-
, ed—be resained his work.”  And so any

com. 8 good man, in his. cottage or workshop, |

' amdst the spoiling of lus work or the
breaking of lus tools, or the anger of his
master, or the lusing of lus empioyment.
or the cries of lus children, or the sorrows
-f las wife, or the sickness of lus body, or
! the troutle of hus soul, finds prayer 18 the

secret of pesce. And in manifold ways
| dnes religion bluss the poor man n Jus pil-
lgnmnge. Faith is » rod with which pHe
| cleaves Red Seas of difficulty ; and God's

Word 18 o pillar of cloud by day, and of fire
; by wight arudst the recks of a'sandy wild-
,erness. And Sabbaths are wells of waters,
; end ordinances are beautiful and shady
, palm trees ; and prayer brings down manna
y £¥°1y morning, and the sight of the .cross
| heals the Lite of fier, .serpents, and hopo 18

2 spy going befurchand, to bring back the
! clusters of Eschol. And then, 2t last, God's

resence is 28 the ark in the midst of the

ver, and the pilgrim passes dryshod into
“the land that floweth with milk and
honey.” — Exchange.

Mever -losoan o%portqn—nty of mcin;i ony-
thing beautiful. cauty is God's hand-
Sriting, 8 wayside sacraroent ; welcomo it
o fountais
simpld and:

fower.” ead thank him for it {

‘of loveliness ; ‘and’ drink it 3n,

‘dr ught, a cuy of blesmng.

N R

“in every fair face, overy fair "tki'. overy fair |
0

-eammestly,, with your .eyes ;.it is & charmed |-

® The apostle L'aul, counting up
THE UFFICES OF THE CHCRCH,

mentions apostles, prophets, evangelists,

purse and , and the work was spoiled. He repeated . doctors, and pastors. .

i Is 1t to be believed, my venecrable breth-
ren, that St. Paul, tho great apostle of the
» Gentiles, wonld have forgotten the first of
| theso offices, the Papacy, if the Papacy had
been of divine institation ?  This forgetful-
ness appeared tome to be as impossible ag
j if an lustertan of thus Council were not to
. raent.onr one word of s Hokness Pius IX,
! The Apostle Paul makes no mention 1n
l any of his letters divected to the various
Churches of the Prmacy of Peter. If this
+ Pnmaey has existed~—if, in one word, the
{ Caureh had had in itsbody n supreme head,
' mfalihle 1 teaclng—would tho great Ap-
| ostle of the Gentiles have forgotten to men-
ton1t? hat dvIsay ? He would have
| written a long letter on this all-important
subject. Then when, as he has actually
done, the edifico of the Christian doctrine is
erected, would the foundation, e koy of
tho arch, be forgotten? Now, unless you
hold that the Church of the Apnstles was
heretieal, which nono of us would either
desiro or dare to say. we are obliged to can-
fess that the Clhureh has never beew more
beautiful, more pure, or more holy, than in
the days when there was 70 Pope. '

Neithor in -the writings of " St. Paul, S,
John, or St. James, have I found a trace o
germ of tha Papal power.  St. Luke, the
historian of the missionary labours of tho
apostles, is adent on this all-important
pomt. o

“THE SILENCE OF ST. PETER,

That which has surprised mo most, ang
which- moroover, is capable of  demoustra
-tion, ig—if the apostle had' beenwhat we'

roclaim him é_(t)lx):t is,.the Vicar of 'Jesus
rist, on'the earth), ‘Le

PR Y Y

known it 3 if Do had known it, how isit
that not onco did'he net as P«)&n’o? Ho.
might have dono it on the day of Pontocost,
whun o pronounced his fivst sermon, and
he did not do it ; at tho council of Jérnsa-
lem, and ho did not do it ; at Antioch, and
o did not do it ; uneither in the two lpttcrs
he direcied to thoe Church. Can you imag-
ino such a Pope, my venorable brothren, if
St. Peter had been the Pope?

Now, if yout wish {o maintain that hie was
the Popo, the natural consequence arises
that you must maiotain that io was ignor-
ant of the fact. Now I ask whoover has a
head to think and a mind to reflect, are
thess two suppositions possible ?

WAS ST, PETER EVER IN ROME ?

But I hear it said on 2l rides, Wnu.:‘mt |
8k Peter at Rome 2 'Was ho not cracitied
with his head down ? Are the seatson
which ho taught, and tho alfars at which he
gnid the Mass, not in this oternal city.

St. Peter having been at Romq,_ my
venorable brethren, rests only on tradition ;

‘but if ho hiad been Bishop of Ronte,how can

vou frora_that episcopato prove his supre-
macy? Scaligero, one of the must learued
of men, has not hesitated to say that Peter’s
episcoprto and residence at Romo ought to
be classed with ridiculous legends. I wish
to present you with the result of my his.
torionl researchies. Finding

NO TRACE OF THE PAPACY

in the days of the apostles, I aaid to my-
self, I shall find what I am search of in the
atnals of tho Charch.  Well, T say it frauk-
Is—T have sought for o Popo in the first
four centuries, and I have not found him.

GOD’'S WORK GOES ON.

1t is not optional with you, my friend,
whethier you shall live on a redecmed earth,
aud s tines in which the ends of the age
are come ; it is only optional with you how
you shall live here. It carnot be with you
as if your Saviour had not san&ified the
world witls His fect, and sweelened its air
with His charity, and judged it by His Cross.
These supernatural facts ave n part of the
estate you occupy. Neithor your ingrati-
.tude nor your caprice can root them out, or
clear you of the accountability thsy bind
upon you. Your mdifferonce may bhnd
your eyes or paralyzo your limbs; it does
not shd@yvon out of the range of the med:-
atoral muustry, or of the reckomng that
must fullow it.  In any case, therefore, the
sealus of the chuico do not hang evenly
balanced. Your right decision 1s” already
weighted with the cowming of the Son of
Man. Tho way of hfe has His hight upon
it.  Chooso you this day whether you will
serve, in joy, the Master of the house, or
turn your back upon it and upon Hum! If
you havo wandered somo distauce away,
turn you, for your place 1s kept for you,
and you are yet within tue borders of tho
Iang's country! If you have fallen into
the slumber of unconcern, awake and anse,
and Christ shall @ive you light 1—Bushop
Huntington.

INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY.

Wherever it comes, Christianity works
amelioration in iiteratureand laws, in sneial
institutions, in family and social life. Chris-
tian men themselves have often been un.
faithful to their faith, they have corrupted
its truths, and abused its influences ; and
on the principle that the best things are
capablo of the grossest perversions, they
have often bécome worse than the heathen;
but \n proportivn as thiy have maiutnived
its principles anlreal’zed it sp'e't, it las
been o power that nn form of hmman evil
couid withstand.

Nay, the proof is in overy church, in
every sacial eirele, almost in overy family ;
tho plienomena of religious ennversionsaro
as indisputablo as they are unaceountable,
save on tho supernatural theory of Chris.
tianity. Tho truths of Christianity read in
the Bible, or hLstened to from a preacher,
wark the most marvellous transformations;
they put an arrest upon sinful habit and
feeling, and often in o single day ehango
the entire lifo of a man. Conversions as
sudden and as radieal as that of Saul of
Tarsus are continually ocenring. A godless,

rofligate, hardened ‘man, whose lLie has

reen given up to owil, and-whose mind has
scarcely ever Leen troubled about rehgion,
1s suddenly arrested by some truth of Chirig.
tinaaty, subdaed nto thuughtfuluess and
chtenco for sin. Those who yesterday
seard Inm Llaspheme, to-day licar bim
pray. Tho unpure has become chaste, the
unprineipled has become upright, the hay
speaks the truth,and the hard, grasning,
selfish man beeomes pitiful and benevol.
ent; ihe sinner has becomo a saint} and
between his old tife 7 new there has
come o boin a few hours * a great gulffix-
ed.”  And the reality and thoroughuess of

the chango are attested by o 1. ng subse-
quent lifo of huwlle holiness, conscerated
;ervxce, patisnt endurance, and grateful
nYve.

Writing to the Connthian Christians, the
apostle Poul speaks of 'thicves, and covet.
ous, drunkards, revellers, and extortioners,"
and says, ** Such were sotme of you . but yo
aro washed, but yo are sanctified, but yo
are justified 1n the name of the Lord Jesus,

and by the Spint of vur God.” And there
is searcely a Christian pastor who could not
speak of sumilar transformations m some
members of lus flock.

Hotw are these to be acconnted for? *No
other truths, no other books produce radi.
cal changes of spintual character. Road to
& man Plato, or Shakespere, or Miiton, or
Bacon, tho\¥ affect ham but httle ; road to
him the Now Testament, ho becomes * a

‘degervo it..

new ereature 1n Clinst Jesus. Inthe hight
of thego phenotnena, are we uotyushified in
opplying tu-the asswilauts .of Christianuy
the wiso words  of a calm obsorver of itg
earlier phenumens, * Refrain from thoso
men, and lot them elone ;-for, if this connsel
or this work bs of men, it will como to
nanght ; but if it bo of God, ye cannot over-
thraw it, lost haply yo. be found. oven to
fi)ght against God."-—Rev. Henry Allon,

Tho only way for o man to. eseapo

found -out is to  pass for what lie i, The-
only.way to- maijatain o good oharectoris to

Tt is easior to

surely would have

thid to doncéal tivm,

t & good: precedent in

hoing |-

corréot one faults |

I6 1T PRESBYTERIAN.

Editor BRITis AsiRroan Presuyrenay,

Mn, Eprror,-~As I notice my last ooy,
tribution in your columns I vonturo to con.
‘tiuno my romarks on the Answers to Dis.
sont. I have alvendy gome over thojy ar.
guments I n~w tako up their apologies,

Theso aro, in effoct, ** that congrogations,

by tho finding of the Asscmbly, are no (R

quired to use Iustrumeonts of music jn thojy

worship, that tho granting permnission {,

such congregations as so desire to uge them

will be the cutting off of atrife, and thay the

introduction of thiskind of strife ang cop.

fuston is not of tho Assembly’s doing, byt

has frequently been the subject of Qisens.

sion in the Supreme Court.” To thege threg

points or statements I wish to draw attey,

tion--hiad the fivst beon tho action of & ¢oy.

gregational Union, I could have understooq

it, but when issued as an ordinance of a
Presbyterian Assembly I must say I ap
somewhat surpriced. One of ihe objects
thought f{o bo attained by Presbyterian
Church governmont is, not only that therg
be a uniformity of Doctrine m all ouy pui.

pits, but that there bo such an uniforwmity o
worsiiip in all our churches,as that the mem,.

bers of the ehurch shall, whatover churel
they may visit, or unite themselves to, fing

not only the same Gospel truth proclaimed,
but the fame modo of worship in use to
which they had been accustomed. But thig
findig of the General Assembly fails {4
earry out this prinsiple, and leaves the coy.
gregation toact 08 is did the Israclites when
there was wo kg in the land, overy ong
doing what seemed good in his own oyes,
Our Church Courts ave intended to rule tho
charch, and when these give forth an un.
certain sound, auarchy and confusion are
the mevitable results. Suppose I, a resident
of Toronto should require to teside in one
of vur country vdlages, whers only ong
Presbyterian Congregation existed, and that
congregation shonld have covrupted the ser.
viee by the introduction of unauthorizeq
machinery, am I as a true Presbyterian to
vivlate my conscience by s.nctiomng such
ovil-worship by my presenco. - am 7 thng
to be deprlved of the ordine.ces of Jod's
House, because the Chureh Courts have
tolerated  what I dream a breach of the
Second Commandment in onr congregations,
It isvot Presbyterian ! Tt is not ruling welt
the Houso of Gold! Wit I complam of
hero 1s not that they do not requiro con.
gregations to uso Instrumental Musie, but
that they toleratoit all - They sh. uld either
have vrdered its use, o1 stopped 1t at once,
1n a matter so deeply aflecting the purity of
warship there should have been no indiffer-
ence, and however muceh the subject may
appear to some to be a mero matter of de-
bate and argument,the lustory of the church
must satisfy every intelligant mind, that it
is froe from being so, but on the contrary
mvolves mighty and important principles,
which once snapped, opon tho doaor to, all
forms of error and superstition.  This first
alﬁlugy lias tov much of the nature of Camn'a
when ho smid * am I my brother's kecper,”
too httle of tho spirit of Elijal’s, when he
snid * T have beon very jealous for the Lord
God of Hosts " to be sntisfaclory. The sec-
and is equal'y so.

The assortion that by Jeclining to Legis-
lato upon tho subject at all, is the best
method of restoring peaco to the chareh, is
so absurd that I really must supposo the
drawers up of these Answors, as blushing
whilst making it, than the opening of the
door to disputations n enngregations can bo

the menans of renewing a canscof strife from
!ho chureh I fail tesee,unless by the Church
1s meant the General Assembly alone,) and,
not to cpeak of the cowardico evineed, by
thus fearing to grapple with a difficulty;
what are we to think of the abuogation of
dutv inveved in rofusing to seck the peace
of Jerusalem by firmly resisting all danger-
ous nnovation ; had the evil been boldly
moton its first appearance in the body, by
decsive action, oven as would bo the caso
of heresy in doctina, tho lague would havo
l:cen stayed; but I need not remind you
Sir how ntterly this gallio poliey hias failed
to promoto the peare of the Charcl.  on-
treal, Toronto, London, Port Elgyn, and
other places have already been made the
scono of strife and confusion by it. Con-
gregations arve divided, Aistrust of the futurs
created, lack of zeal for the promotion of
the objeets of the churel engendered. Every
where weakness and Apatly appearing-many
loockmg forward to o separation from that
coreh, which they fondly belioved to be
the purest vepresentativo of the Apostolic
model—truly  they have healed tho hurt
of my peoplo shight y, saying Peace, Peaco,
when thero is no Penge ™ [ admit Mr.
Editor that their thirq anology *that the
Assombly did not introduco the matter " is
true, but where the legislation of that ven-
erable body to be confined to such matters’
hng h;u} their ineept-fon in that Court—hor
legislajion would bo small, as T understand
tho eanstitntion thereof, it 1s a Cowrt of Ap-
peal. and Revision, and fnal Jjudgement and
a8 sueh should have decided. And tho fact
that tho subject was not fiow to to tho Su-
remo Court but had froquently beon be-
oro'it, instend of forming. any " excuso. for
‘nogleet of final adtion, ‘only renders it tho
Inore inexcusable. Provious decisinng form
soitling cnsos boforo
Courts of Linw, and thoro wns no lack of pro-
ieedonts for nt cnee deciding this cnse bofore

»tl:'.o Qoneml Assembly, but I must stop.

Such My. Fditor aro tho pologics of tiis
QXGRUIStS for & proceoding, which lias lod to
{ho question put by Many
Wag it Présbyterian 2, '




