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THE ** BLACK ROBES"
who had accompanied and preccded Cham-
plain, began their ovangelizing work, and
set up tho altar of tho church in the wilder-
gess, This iotrusion of tho *‘pale.faces”
joto the torritory of tho Wyandots was ro-
garded first with curiosity, but subsequent-
ly welcomed, in the hopo that their now-
found friends would become their alliesin
tho Huron raids upon the Iroquois. Ina
weak hour, to this Champlain consented ;
and for nearly a hundred and fifty years tho
coloay of New Franco waa to pay the bitter
pesalty. From carrying tho Croes into the
wilderncss Champlain and his followers un-
dertook to carry tho arquobuse and the
torch into tho heart of the Irciuols confed-
cracy ; and joining his Huron friends he
speedily appears among the appallod tribes
of the “ Five Nations” in glittering armor.
This heodless foray cost bim and his nation
dear; and to the Huron tribe it brought rain
and desolation. VWhat retribution foll upon
the Wyandot in conscquence of this raid,
no pen can, in its fall horrors, portray ;
and there in scarcely & chapter in history
that offers to it an adequate parallel. For
tho space of a generation therc arose an in-
ternccine strife 8o cruel that cncs blood
curdles to read its record. Alaa! it was
not a conflict confined to savages: its
bloodicat work was wrcaked upon the
French. The poor Jesuit misjonor was
mado the sport of fiends; and no death
secmod too borrible to glut Xroquois luat of
bleod. On the errands of holl, scason after
tcason, came bands of the Five Nation In-
dians, and in their path through the forest
marked “‘the pass by Toronto” with the
scorchings of Iroquois bate,
fcantimo the missions the Jesuit had
como to plant among the Hurons were con-
sccrated with tears and watered with his
life-blood. Through gcars of unparalleled
toil, and with greatagony cf soul, the hopes
of the Fathers were alternatoly raised and
crushed. The blood of the martyrs; they
rayed, would in their case also, prove the
ced of tho church, Alas, for the vanity of
human expectations! Despito their amaz-
ing fortitude and unquenchable zeal, the
hopes of the mission were doomed to de-
atruction, and tho heart of Faith was hum-
bled in tho dust. In a timo of such peril to
both pricat and convert there was sore need
of a Comfortor.

TUOE CONFORTEIR CAME,

bat in the form of the grim Iroquois exter-
minator, with his native tomabawk and the
match-lock of the Datch. In 1048 the mer.
ciful end drow near, and to tho rigors of tho
following winter werc addod those of the
stako and the torch, It is computed that
within the spaco of thirty yoars the whole
Huron nation, numbering some thirty thou-
sand souls, save a small contingent that ca.
caped for succor to Quebec, were ruthleasly
exterminated.

A full scoro of years passed by, from the
period of this New World  harrying of
the north,” till we again hoar of French ad-
venturo in tho heart of Ontario. With what
devastation tho region had been visitod, tho
narratives of French explorationabundantly
Lear witness, On the maps of the period
tho ominous words nation defrinte—** tribes
exterminated "—ropeatedly occur, and tell
their sad tale of woo and dosolation, But
French cmpriso was now taken up, not with
carrying into the wildcrnces tho standard of
the Cross, but with heariog aloft tho fleur.
de lis of tho crown, The annoxation of tor-
ritary and tho extension of trade wero now
thy aim of French cbivalry, and in pursuit

of ita object it met tho jarring hostility and | 7

ceascloss rivalry of Britain, Keen and pro.
longed was tho contest for snpremacy on ¢he

continent of the New World, and wo know
how it onded. Tho story forms tho most
brilliant episode in Canadian history, and
deoks tho nation’s Walhalla withan aurcola
of famo.
(T0 DB CONTINUED),
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UANADIAN PLANT LIFE.*

No duty is more incumbent on Canadian
journalism than to oxtend to the literaturo
of tho country a just but hearty recognition,
It is, of courso, casy to perform this sorvico
when tho reviewer has beforo him a really
moritorious publication. In tho caso of tho
present work, the production of a now ven-
crablo lady, who, with other members of
her talented family, have dona much to
enrich tho literature of Canada, tho duty
of making the book known to tho publicis
at once a pride and a pleasure, Itisa pride,
becausc as Canadians we are glad to sce not
only tho beauty of our ficlds and forcsts
turnod to pictorial account, but to sco at-
tention dirccted at the samo timo to their
otonomic resources, and some effort made
to bring the featurcs of our Canadian plant
life within the classification of popular sci-
enco, It is a pleasure, becauso the work
has been lovingly done; and in its literary:
artistic, and mechanical aspcets tho book is
worthy of Canada, and deserves encourag-
ing support and a widespread circulation,

Some sevonteen years ago the samo hands
gave us what was then an ambitious table-
book on ¢“Canadian Wild Flowers,” from
tho press of Mr. John Lovell, of Montreal.
This book has long been out of print ; and
tho mechanical facilities of color-printing
in Canada have now made possiblo tho pub-
lication of a substituto for it in tho present
work, which wo must at once say is no mere
roproduction, but a far more oxtended and
claborato treatiso, and ono that takesup
entircly new departments of tho aubject.
This will at onco be seen by a comparison
of tho contents of tho two books. Tho carly
work described only thirty varioties of Ca.-
nadian wild flowers, Tho preeent work
inclades and oxtends tho notice of theso
thirty, and adds to the number one Lundred
and seventy additional, It farther includea
a popular account of somo fifty varicties of
Capadian ferns ; an instructivo treatise on
our principal forest trees (eomo seventy va-
rieties); and interesting descriptions of over
eighty specimens of the flowering shrubs of
Central Canada,

But not only is the scopo of the now work
extensive, Its literary, artistic, acd me-
chanical featurcs, as wo have said, arcex-
cellent, Mrs, Traill’s portion of the work
aims at, and succeeds in giving, an account,
in popular language, of the Flora of the
country that must prove attractive to every
Canadian. The subject, indeed, is fortu
nato in having this accomplished native au.
thor as its writer. As she tells us, her
tome since coming to this country, has for
over fifty years been in tho backwoods of
Canada ; and here, at LakeSicld, in thoneigh.
borhood of Peterboro', sho has been com.
muning with Naturo, and writing up its
products and beauty with all tho sympathy
of & cnltivated woman, and the charm and
graco of an impassioned poet. Ia tho vol.
umo thero I8 a good deal that reminds ono
of tho early literary atylo of her sister, Mre,
Susanna Moodio, whozo work, ¢ Roughing
it in the Bush," is known not only throngh-
oat tho country but out of it. It mani-
fests tho samo ardent zenaibilities ; a like
alfcction for the Old Land with arcal, un.

*Studies of Plaot Life $p Canada; or, Glean.
logs from Foreat, lake and Plhala. By Mm O '
nalll, Lakefield, Ont. lllustrated with Cbromo.
Lithograpbs trom drawisgs by Mrs. Colonel Cham
berlaln, Ottawa. Ottawa: A, S. Woodburn, Iub.
lisher, Torcutol Williamaon& Co., 1555,

W
afTeatod lovo for the Now ; is carneat, almost

dovotional in tono ; and posscases the liter-
ary graces that mark tho writings of an.
othor sister, Miss Agnes Strickland, tho his-
torian of the ¢ Quecns of England.”

Mrs. Chamborlain's drawings, while thoy
cmbollish the work, aro also a real help, eo
for as they go, in elucidating the subjoct,
Tho only rogret is, that the illustrations
aro fow in number., YWo should havo liked
to havo &éen our besutiful forna repreaented;
and somo wood cuts inserted in the text of
tho distinctivo characteristics of our Cana-
dian trces, But whatevor its shortcomings
the work as a whole is an important con-
tribution to tho literature of Canadian
plant lifo ; and must provo of value, not
only to tho studeat of botany, but to the
farmer and the settler, and to all who have
commerco in the woods.

To the latter the book inust be of no little
servico, in oxtending acquaintanco with the
natural productions of tho country, and in
supplying the necessary information in re-
gard to our nativo trces and plants, which
is not easy to obtain in any acceasible quar-
ter. Educationally, it has also positive
merits; and might be read with advantage
by those who first make acquaintance with
botany through the admirable nativoe toxt-
books of Mr, Spotton, of Barrie, It isto
be feared, however, that botany continues
to boe protty much a lady's accomplishment,
and is considered in tho light of a purely
ornamental siudy. Tho popular notion
scems still to be, that it isa subject of dile.
tanto learning, of interest only to the young
people of both sexes, who take to it for the
opportunity it affords of a stroll, a deux, in
the woods, or of an idle pull among the
listening pond-lilies of the river, Ifithas
any other claims beyond those upon the
“‘medico” and pharmaceutist, they are such
as arc attractive to Indians and old wo-
men, who love, on occasions of aickncas or
of grave hurt, to display their herbalist
knowledge in a homely Materia Medica,

In regard, it is true, to somo portions of
hor book—tho sections on Native Ferns and
wild flowers — it would seem that tho au-
thor bad no purposo in writing about them,
other than that which] leads to the
cultivation of the observing faculties, the
pleasuroe it gives to the eye, orthat which
storcs up in the mind tender associations
of days of childhood and love of country.
But in this ago of hard materialism, sucha
purposo is not tobo lightly disregarded ; for
thero aro leasons of wisdom to be learned
from tho flower trodden under fcot, s thero
aro ¢ scrmons in atoncs, booksin the run-
ning brooks, and good in eoverything.”
And not ouly on wmsthetic, but on patric.ic
grounds, is thero much to bosaid for the
stady of Lotany. ‘Mothers of Canadn,”
such is tho appeal of Mrs. Traill, “tcach
your children to know and love tho wild
flowers springing in their path, to love the
soil in which God's band has planted them,
andin all their ufter wanderiogs through
tho world their hearts will turn with loving
reverence to tho land of their birth— to that
country cndeared t them by tho remen-
brance of tho wild flowers which they pluck-
cd in the bappy days of their childhood.”

Mra. Traill's carly and touching experi-
onco of Cannads, in o ruder cra than the pre-
sent, gives her the right to speak with en®
thusiasm on the subject, and to advance its
claims as a mecliorating influcnco amidst
scenes which, to tho scttler in tho backe
woods, aro roughand unkindly. leroisan
cxtract from her story s—

“Tho only habitations, beyond our own
1og cabin, at thodate of which I write, wero
ono shanty, and the log houso of a dear,
lamented, and valued brothor. It may casi-

'y bo imagined that thore woro few objocts
of intorcat in tho woods at that distaut po-
riod of timo—~1832—or, as o ypoor Irish wo-
man sorrowfully remarked, ¢ ‘Lisa lonciomo
placo for the likes of us poor women folk ;
suro thero isn't & hap’orth worth the lookin’
ot ; thoro is no nothin’, and it's hard to get
the bit and tho sup to ato and to drink.

““Woll, I was bettor off than poor Biddy
Fagao, for I soon found beauties iu my syl
van wanderings in tho unknown trecs and
plants of tho foreat, These things became
a great resource, and'every flower and shrub
and forost tree awakened an interest in my
mind, 8o that Ibegan to thirst for more in-
timato knowledge ot them. They becamo
like dear fricnds, soothing and cheering, by
their sweet, unconscious influenco, hours of
loneliness, anddays of sorrow and suffering.”

But present day interest in the subjeot o
Mry, Traill's book is of a more practica)
character than that of diverting the mind
in tho rude conflict with the tyranny of na-
turo. The public mind is now moro con-
cerned with the preservation, than with tho
destruction, of our foreat wealth, People
who live in cities, and who know little of
the face of nature in hor haunts, can have
no idea to what extent Canada has been,
and is being, denuded of her growing tim-
ber. Tracts of country that were onco clad
with beauty arc now sterile wastes and the
gaunt abode of dssolation. To thesp dan-
gers Mra. Traill forcibly points ; and her in-
troductory remarks to the chapter on for-
est trees will bear well to o read and pon-
dered by all who desire .o see Canada re-
tain hor wealth in the products of the soil,
Says our author : ¢ The ultimate destruc-
tion of our native vegetable productions, in-
cluding tho valuable timber of our forests,
which loog scries of ycars could not replace,
is not the only change that arlscs from the
clearing of a large portion of cur woeds,
There is yot another and important rasult
which will, in course of time, be felt as an
ovil—I refer to the drying up of tho inland
strcams and smaller tributary wators. It
needs but littlo observation, and is patent
to the older scttlers of the Dominion, that
tho creeks aud rivulets which formorly flow-
ed through their lands, are disappeariog
with the clearing away of the weods, The
water-courses aro grown up with hedges
and coarse aquatic herbago, and tho thiraty
cattle now wander far aficld in scarch of
water, unless duly supplied by tho farmer
at tho homestcad, or driven, at tho cost of
much timo, to springs and wator-holes,
which aro kept open with difficulty during
scasons of drought.”

Fortunately, tho Provincial Government
is now {fully alive to thoevil; and efforts aro
keing vigorously put forth, not only to stay
tho wasto but to replenish the growth, In
such ecnlcrprises as tho lato Agricultural
Commiaiion, and tho active maintenanco of
that moat useful inatitation, tho Agricul-
tural College, at Guelph, patiiot wizdom is
doing what is posaiblo to promote scicentific
agriculturo in Canada, and to ennblo the
community to utilize to tho fullest the hor-
itagzo wo posecss in tho resources of the
soil. In addition to theso ageocics, we
wish it wero possible to cstablith Govern-
ment botanical avd horticultural gardens, so
aa to crcateand cxtend public interest in
that great source of anation's wealth, its
varied plani lifo, as well as to induce the
masses to get back to agricultural pursuits,
and to productivo occupations in the fiolds
and gardens of Canada. In rogard to the
small fruits of the country, there is no rea-
son why berry and grapo culturo might not
bo mado & much Iarger source of revenuo
than it is ; und tho zamo might bo said of the
largor {ruits, tho demand for which is ov
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