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that sortie cf our Most succesalul teachers cf

to day are those who went through in those

days when there were fewer changes in

achoci bocks."

Mr. G. B. Safrnond. cf Blrantford, writes:

1 do net censider the remarks cf the

Minister of Education in regard te notice cf

change in text books as sufficiently expicit

to be satisfactery te dealers in r,ýhoot bocks.

In regard te tht new text bock policy, 1

certainly think it would be a misfortune te

do away with the scbool bock trade alto-

gether by supplying fret books te the pupils

cf the public and separate schools. Tht

profits on the school bock tiade are ccn-

sîderabie, and rnight be made mort se by

dealers rectiving notice in time af any

changes that are te take place. Speaking

for niyself. 1 may say that my public school

trade dots net buik very iargely in private

sales as the city schocls litre art suppiied

by ccntract. Stili, 1 have a large couniry

tradte in school bcoks, and 1 aise sella great

many high schoci bocks. It is in tht latter

that the lasses occur. (or 1 have in stock

prcbabiy twice as many discarded high

schadl bocks as 1 have of those in use, and

when a change is contemplated at the

beginning of i ttrm, say. September. 1 think

the dealer ought te know of lt In time to ailow

him te dispose ef his pi tient stock before

the end of lune. As it ha now 1 frequently

discover te My loss and chagrin. that 1 niay

bave bought quite ftiey of a certain text

bock when the students cerne in for a new

one which il te supplant tht old one. and

which tht ttacher told themn te purchase.

' These are my views very bnettly. 1 amn

glad you have taken tht matter up and wil

watch Tir 1OOKSEI.t.Ett ANI) STATIONiER

for further news.-
a

Sxys N1 r. Charles L. Nellts. of Guelph :

Re tht school book question and the

promises cf the Depa:timent giving Teason-

able notice cf changes. 1 do net sie any

satisfactcry way to do this and it would be

a great tax on the memoiy cf tht average

dealer te ietan for six nienths or a year the

knowiedgt that sne bock wouid change on

July %. Speaking faly. 1 bave net yet

acen any solution better than My own as

gIven te, )ou some weeks &go. As for the

Gorernrnent supplylng test books ftee te

the pupils. I -hould liue fitit te have soe

Idea as te tht method proposed before

offening an opinion cn it, but can say this,

that at present. owing te discounts and cut

rates, 1 would net object ta ghving up tht

business if tht Government would purchase

the bocks on my shelves."

Tht opinion cf Mr. 1). W. Bixby, St.

Catharines, is: leI do flot think it would

make a great deal cf difference in my

business if tht bocks were supplied ta tht

public schocî scholars by tht Governmtnt,

as thtîe is not much money in themn even

when full prhct is received. But when, as

seme cf tht dealers have dont, you have to

self them at a discount of ,o per cent. wt

tmight as weIl be without thern. It would

be ail night, however, te supply high schoci

bocks, as thty are changed se efîcn that we

loe greatly by having sonie ltft over."

Writes Mr. A. H. Alexander, cf Strat-

tord : - The public scbocls litre are already

supplied tntirely with test bocks and other

matetial and tht separate schocis partially

so by their respective boards. Thtis being

tht case. tht systeni propustdl by tht Gov-

trnmtnt cf furnishing fret text books te

public and separatte schocls would affect

dealers heze very littît. At tht saine tinte,

tht furnishing bocks fret by Government

or boards bas niaterially reduced tht bock-

selluas' profits."

Mr. WValter Scott, Barrie. says: - In

aimait evely case it is possible for tht

11Minister cf Education £0 give definite in-

fet mation re changes in text bocks. Ail

changes should date from Atgust i. and at

least one year's notice be given to tht trade

through tradt journals or daily papers.

"As to the Govtrnmtnt supplying fret

test bocks, the booksellers cf Ontario

should certainly cbject. Although tht

profits on text bocks ntay net be as im-

portant as on some otber Unes, howtver.

tht average bookseller depends more or

less cn tbis trade for nine încnths of the

year. Il i aise possible that tht generous

<?) Gcvernment would add to fret list sooner

or liter scribblers. extrcist bocks, rmaps,

globes. etc.. and everything tIse used in

public schocls. There are more children

kept zway fromn schoci for want cf proper

clothing than for want cf text bocks. WVhy

net add shoes and clothing te the fret list ?-

Mr. Scott is quite sight. There la no
différence, in principle, betwemn supplying
free books arnd frtc .bcots. As the amount

of comrmon sense in the average school

board which supplies fret books hs small,

one can bardly wonder at their taking up this

or any other socialistic lad. But of the

Governinent of Ontario we expect better

things.

The plan adopted by the American Pub-

lishers' Association to prevent the cutting of

prices on bocks bas been in a masure

tried by Messrs. Harper & lires., New

TrO AVOIO York, and thet bide gener-
CUT PRICES. ally have, received their
method of handling the bocks wlth rnuch

satisfaction.

The books wilI ail bt sold on a net basis,

with a discount cf 25 per cent. This matter

cf discounts bas, however, been 1eft te the

individual pubiishing houses. Bocks will

be sold only to those who maintain prices

cn bocks for one year.

Thtis will net ailow tht department stores

te carry on tht whclesale systemn cf cutting

heretofcrt indulgtd in;- but, as it is left te

each publibher te decide wlîether he places

fiction on this net basis or net. it is likely

that a good deal of it will be scld in tht old

way ; and. as it is on works of fiction that

the greattst underselling bas been done, tht

publishers' plan will be te an extent in-

effectuai. It is likely, howeve-, that bocks

cf fiction wiil be gtadually added te tht list
<Continued on page 22.)
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