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that some of our most successful teachers of
to day are those who went through in those
days when there were fewer changes in
school books."
Q.I

Mr. G. B. Salmond, of Brantford, writes:
1 do not consider the remarks of the
Minister of Education in regard to notice of
change in text books as sufficiently explicit
1o be satisfactery to dealers in r~hool books.
In regatd to the new text book policy, !
certainly think it would be a misfortune to
do away with the school book trade alto-
gether by supplying free books to the pupils
of the public and separate schools. The
profits on the school book trade are con-
siderable, and might be made more so by
dealers receiving notice in time of any
changes that are to take place. Speaking
for mysel, 1 may say that my public school
trade does not bulk very largely in private
sales as the city schools here are supplied
by contract. Stll, I have 2 large country
trade in school books, and I alsosell agreat
many high school books. Itisin the latter
that the losses occur, for I have in stock
probably twice as many discarded high
school books as | have of those in use, and
when a change is contemplated at the
beginning of a term, say, September, I think
the dealer oughtto know of it in time to allow
him to dispose of his present stock before
the end of June. Asitis now 1 frequently
discover to my loss and chagrin, that I may
bave bought quite freely of a certain text
book when the students come in for a new
one which is to supplant the old one, and
which the teacher told them to purchase.

++*These ate my views very briefly. lam
glad you have taken the matter up and will
watch TiE BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

for further news.'”
LR}

Says Mr, Charles ; Nelles, of Guelph:
+« Re the school book question and the
promises of the Depattwent giving reason-
able notice of changes. 1 do not see any
satisfactory way to do this and it would be
a great tax on the memory of the average
dealer to tetain for six months or a year the
knowledge that some book would change on
July 1. Speaking fairly, 1 bave not yet
seen any solution better than my own as
given 1o you some weeks ago. As for the
Government supplying text books free to
the pupils, 1 :hould like fint 10 bave some

idea as to the method proposed before
offering an opinion on it, but can say this,
that at present, owing to discounts and cut
rates, 1 would not object to giving up the
business if the Government would purchase
the books on my shelves.’’
Q'C

The opinlon of Mr. ID. W. Bixby, St.
Cathanines, is: **1 do not think it would
make a great deal of difference in my
business if the books were supplied to the
public school scholars by the Government,
as there is not much money in them even
when full price is received. But when, as
some of the dealers have done, you have to
sell them at a discount of 20 per cent. we
might as well be without them. It would
be all right, however, to supply high school
books, as they are changed so often that we
lose greatly by having some left over.”

IR

Writes Mr. A. H. Alexander, of Strat-
ford : ** The public schools here are already
supplied entirely with text books and other
matetial and the separate schools partially
so by their respective boards. This being
the case, the system proposed by the Gov-
ernment of furnishing Iree teat books to
public and separate schools would affect
dealers hete very little. At the same time,
the furnishing books free by Government
or boards has materiaily reduced the book-
sellers’ profits.'’

" =

Mr. Walter Scottt Barrie, says: “'lIn
almost every case it is possible for the
Minister of Education to give definite in-
foimation re changes in text books. All
changes should date from Auvgust 1, and at
least one year's notice be given to the trade
through trade journals or daily papers.

**As to the Government supplying free
text books, the booksellers of Ontario
should certainly object. Although the
profits on text books may not be as im-
portant as on some other lines, however,
the average bookseller depends more or
less on this trade for nine months of the
year. It is also possible that the generous
{?) Government would add to free list sooner
or later scribblers, exercise books, maps,
globes, etc., and everything else used in
public schools. There are more children
kept away from school for want of proper
clothing than for want of text books. Why
not add shoes and clothing to the freelist 2"

Mr. Scott is quite 1ight. Thereis no
difference, in principle, between supplying
free books and free ,boots, As the amount
of common sense in the average school
board which supplies free books is small,
one can hardly wonder at their taking up this
or any other socialistic fad. But of the
Government of Ontario we expect better
things. . i
I.*

The plan adopted by the American Pub-
lishers’ Association to prevent the cutting of
prices on books has been in a measure
tried by Messrs. Harper & Bros,, New
York, and the trade gener-
ally have received their
method of handling the books with much
satisfaction.

The books will all be sold on a net basis,
with a discount of 25 per cent. This matter
of discounts has, however, been left to the
Books will
be sold only to those who maintain prices
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individual publishing houses.

on books for one year,

This will not allow the department stores
to carry on the wholesale system of cutling
heretofore indulged in ; but, as it is left to
each publisher to decide whether he places
fiction on this net basis or not, it is likely
that a good deal of it will be sold in the old
way ; and, as it is on works of fiction that
the greatest underselling has been done, the
publishers® plan will be to an extent in-
effectual. It is likely, however, that books
of fiction will be gradually added to the list

{Continuced on page =3.)
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