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JOOKS AND NOTIONS.

8
THB TOY SEASON.
HE toy season has not ueen
an extra heavy  one in
toys, although perhaps as much
carved wooden ammaly, tin animalg,

Noah's arks, jumpngs jacks, cte., have
gone entirely mto disfavor. They can-
not be sold now, and a dealer who 14
stuck with them whould unload as quick.
1) a8 possble. Ther place hag been taken
by toy buoks, and mechameal and other
substantinl toye. People will buy only
Letter snd substantial toysr and they
serm willing to pay more for them, The
dealer must accordingly buy smaller quan.
titien and better goods.

The change should be benelicial to all
classen. From point of view of the public.
it ix more economical to buy less trash
from the retailers' point of view it ought
to be benehicial in wmaller stocks and less
wanste, and the vame may be gaid of the
wholesnlers.  Retmlers should carcfully
think out nnd mtimate the tendencied of
the trade 0 thewr district, and allow
these to govern thewr purchases during
the prosent year. Toys are not gomg
out of favor, hut a ddidferent claxs of
toyk is demnnded. In the cities the de-
mand has left the «mall dealers, and now

poi g

1alls on the g storer with §ta huge and
bewilderng variety, ita long ranges and
ite clone prices.

THY TOY TRADE.

To cater for young Caunda in this line
of businesx muat be an wngenious task
In going and conming among the toy trade
one 1% much smpressed with the immense
quantity of toys passung through the
whalesnlers' hande to the retailer. and
80 on to the consuner, where they o the
firxt place came from .and, finally, where
they all go to. One scasou follows an
other so raphdly these days. that in order
to keep n the front rank or to cater
succesxfully in s peculiar line of
goods, the wholeanle merchant and tho
retaler too must be a *‘live” man. ready
to discern quackly and correctly what is
going to take or e the “‘rage'” amobg
tic clnldren. After marbles and peg tops
have had ther rune what comes next ?

Mensrn. H AL Nelion & Sons, the pion-
cera of the toy trade. seem to have this
happy knack of hitting the careect **rage’”
cvery tume. In goug through their large
and cominad cun warchouse this week it
Was reallv muarvellous to see how rapidly
they have chatuged thewr bnes Loas than
a month age Cuanstmas and hohday
Boods were i Rrutid projusion. Now they
are things of the past, and rubber balls,
marblov, allics, skippung ropes, peg taps,
Hnlung rods and tackle. air guns, ham-
mocks, tennis, cnicket, creguet, and doz-
cnx of different hines of spring and sum
uier noveltics (00 nuarrous O mention-
are o ther places, They are evidently an
tcipating & good spring trade. and i a
Ygood Line” 8 any crateron ta go by

they will have it The stock carried by
this firm is immcense. They vislt the lead-
ing mailets of the world and ferret out
the “bent” of everythings pay spot cash,
which in itself ix a sure and certain sign
of the low prices, and stock up for the
coming keason, relying on their many
vears® experience not to overlond them
xelves on any one article: and 80 givoe
their many friends—the trade—the bene
fit of having their orders filled completely
ns gonn as placed. Some houses have bioen
doing &n imort trade. carrying n full
line of samples, and making up shipments
from orders taken up to a certain date;
and taking the risk of whether factories
can il orders promptly. Now this haa
been proved. time upon time, to be most
unxatiddactory to the retailer, it being
about one chance n fifty whether the
goods arove in time.

TOM THUMB CART.

The accompanying cut shows the Tom
Thumdb Dump Cart, one of the latest and
bt toys in the market. Pceople are de-
manding durable and worthy toys, and
the manulacturer who got out this toy
has been carcfully watching the tendency
of his trade. It is large and nposing
looking. Thc parts are scparate, thc
double” wire spearlike tongue can be re-

moved by a apring from the box, the
wheels can be removed from the axle by
removitg the nuts, and the axle canbo
removed from the box. This enables it o
e packed in & rmall compass, and also
make: it 1 more interesting toy. The
materinls used in its construction are
strong wirc and heavy aheet jron» thus
it is almost indestructible, white at the
aame time it i8 attractive. It is sold
on the Toronto market by Nerlich & Co.,
a5 Front strect.

ADVERTISING ADVICE.

The follow:ng from the Petrolea Ad-
vertiker 8 peculiar, but worth consider-

ing. The editor says: * The Xwmas trade
trade of Petrolea haa been very satisfac-
tory ail round. and move eapecinlly is this
80 with those who bave freely used the
colutany of the newspapers to advertisc
their warea. Several of our most prom-
inent advertisers have been good cnough
to cxpress their satisfaction to us per-
sonally of the good results of advertising
i the Advertiser. It 48 very gratifsing
to us, more cspecially as we have been the
direet mrans of aur patrags payiog that
strict attention to the wording and the
frequent changing of their advertise
ments, without which atteation adver-
tising i next to uselesrs. Some merchants
will decide to try advertising for a few
months send in o hastly written copy:
leave it standing an age without change.
and then come to the conclusion that nd-
vertising don't pay. Advertiscments must
be attractives both in matter and typo:

graphijcal appearance, and should e
changed at least twice a month to he
successful In accomplishing the object fur
which they arc intended. This takes a
little time» but {t is the best spent
timv a merchant employs. We take a
special jntercst in our advertisers when
we are permitted to do 8o, We wrie
many an advertisement for our patruns
free that merchants in otlier towns ane®®
cities pay big prices for, and it is only
too scldoin apprecinted.”

THE COPYRIGHT QUESTION,

The Ottawa correspondent o! one of the
Toronto dailies, writes under date of De.
cember 29 as follows: It is evident from
1 passage in one of the recent interviews
given to the press by Gen. Foster, the
United States Scerctary of State» that

n misunderstanding ex.sts in the Umted
States as to the recent action o Canada
on the copyright question. An assurance
was given on behalf of the Imperial Gov-
ernment to Mr. Lincoln» the American
Minster in London, that if the United
States Copyright Act were made avalable
for British authors. United States authors
would thereby become entitled to regis.
ter for copyright in thic colonies as well
a8 in Great Britain. This statement of
the law is not strictly correct» so far as
the colonies are concerned. In Canadas
for example, the Copyright Act only al-
fows that privilege to citizens o! foreign
countries having u treaty on the subject
of copyright with Great Britain, aad it
is therefore not in the power of the Cau-
adian Government to allow registration
to American authors, notwithstanding
the assurance to the contrary givea by
the British Government. The Dominion
Government did nothing more thaa state
the condition of the Canadian law on the
subject. That law has been in forcc for
17 yecars, not only with the express ap-
proval of the British Goveroments but
by virtue ol an Imperial statuter which
was passed to give it eflect. This view
of the quostion was evidently overlooked
by those who gave Mr. Lincoln an assur-
ance on behalf of the British Government.
but the blame in conncction with the
misunderstanding is certainly not to be
attached to the Government of Canada.
Even if the Canadian Government had
wsued a copyright n accordance with
the assurances referred to, it would have
been found to have been worthless: and
the British authoritics maintain  that
Canada has no power to amend her Copy-
nght Act without the sanction of the
British Parliament.

IN THE COMING SCHOOL.

Parent—My boy Sammy doese't scem
to be learning anyihing about figures.
He can't do the simplest example in ad-
dition.

Teacher—Your boy Sammy is one of the

brightest pupile 1 haver Mr. Wriggles.
He can mend a hole in a tin pan as
well as a regular tinner, go through the
newl) mported Daash exerciscs in caals-
thenics without a single mistaker put
an invisible patch on an old shoe: take a
watch to picecs and put it together
again, tic o sailor's not, 40 a chess prod-
jem, and putty a pane of glass in & win-
dow as ncatly as a glasier can do ft-

But he doesn’t seem to know anything
about reading, writing and sgpelting.

My dear sir, we don’t teach those stud-
i any more.—~—Chicago Tribune.




