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THE HOLY LAND-..NARARETH AND MOUNT UVARMEI.

BY HABRIXT MATINEAU.

s .

- We passed the night of tho 14th of April in our tents, just out.
sido the town of Senin. Odr dragoman had warned us of ths
thievish charactor of the people of this neighborhood, so that we
had an eyo to such of our proporty as was lying about while the
tents'were preparing.  ‘The Governor ¢alled, had coffee, and
appointed four guards; so that we supposed ourselves frec from
robbery. But in the moruiang tho best mulo was gone; and the
four gunrds declarod themselves wholly unable to say when, how,
and by whom the animal was set lnose from its fastenings and
carricd off  Our departure was delayed; tho Governor was
seat for; and a pretended inquiry was made ; and this gave mo
upportunity to walk about for au hour afier breakfast—through
the little town, through an orange grove where overy tree wus
white with blossoms ; and up a neighbouring hill whence I saw,
to my surprise, & snowy mountain peak to the Northeast. 'This
was the summit of Gebel Sheikli—the mouatain which closes the
north end of the valley of the Jordan, ahd then-joins on to the
range of Antilibanus.  From my point of view, I could see, too,
the beauwtiful plain of Esdraclon which wo were to traverse this
day; and the hills to the north which enclosed Nazareth, where
we hoped to sleep this night: and to tho west, some tokens of
the rise of a line of hilis which wo should soon see swelling into
Mount Carmel, where wo were to go to-morrow. What a pros.
poct lay before both eye and mind |

Our dragoman told us wo might make ourselves easy about our
mule, as he had no doubtit was in some stable in the town. We
should be asked to leave a muleteer behind, aund in a day or two
the animal would be delivered to him, with the demand of a few
piastres for the trouble of finding the mule on the mountains.
It is probable that the matter stood exactly so, for the muleteer
followed in twe days with the beast, having paid fourteen pias.
tres for the trouble of finding it!

Thus far we have travelled only among valleys: and to.day
we heartily cnjoy our ride over the rich plain of Esdraelon. It
was fertile and flowery from end to _end; and the young par-
tridges ran under the very feet of myhorse. Small birds flitted
in multitudes on every side; and the tall cranes stood among the
highv grass. The Carmel range grew upon the sight as we had
expected ; and the blue hills of Galileo closed in the view north
ward. Littlo Mount Hermon rose on our sight, and oa his north
acclivity lay the village of Nain. A round hill, dropped over
with old oaks, was Mount Tabor. Villages were well placed
on such rising grounds as there were amid the planes; and our
track fuy, broad, level, and green, among rows of tall artichokes
and patches of rich cultivation, .

When about two-thirds of the way over, we crossed the great
caravan track from Egypt to Damascus. We had been to
Egypt; and we were going t6°Damaséus ; but we did not follow
this track. We held onmorthward to the Galilean hills.

We entered upon ‘tHese hills about an hour before we reached
Nazareth, winding up aad down, and around the base of one,
and the shoulder of another, sometimes among scatiered wood,
sometimes over stony tracts, and always in sight of many goats.
After mounting'a very steep pass, and coming to a well, and
winding round a hill once more, we came suddenly in sight of
pretty Nazateth, Its basin of fertility is charming—its httle
plain, full of gardens and groves and fields, surrounded, as it
seems, completely by hills.—The town is in fact a poor oue;
hut built of stone, and covering a good deal of ground, and ex-
tending a little way up the western slope, it lovks well from
above,

Here, then, we had before our cyes the sceuery amid which
Jesus grew up.  Its character cannot have changed very much
sinco his day. A fertile basin among the everlasting hills, and
a primitive little «ywa which they protect, must bear the same
aspect from age toage. The great addition is the convent and
church of the Latin monks; but these buildings do not stand out
offensively to the eye; but mingle well with the flat-roofed stone
houses of the tovn, In this codvent we had to take up our a.
bode. W~ anged to pitch our tents on the green below the

town: bLut there was apprehension of rain, and it was thought
better to go under tho convent roof, which is truly a hospitnoto
one.

- do not know what it is about the service of this ehureh which
is so affecting to strangors : but [ observe that all teavellors
speak of the strong cmotions excited hore,  Fow boliuvo that
the placos under the church are what thoy are aaid to be.  Fow
believe thut the little caves shown by the monks avo the kitchon
and sitting room of the parent of Jesus; and that the apots mark.
ed out by two granite pillars are thoso whore Mary awd the
Angel stood at the timo of the annunciation.  1do not nt ul} be.
lieve that these places wore thus conseorated; yot 1 have scldom
beon so moved as [ was this afternoon in the church of the an.
nunciation at Nazareth. Wo wero at lonst in the place of re.
sidence of Jesus, and saw what he saw every dayg—the hollows
of the valleys, the outlines of the lills, tho stremins in thoir cour.
ses, and the wild flowers which evorywhoro on the slopes spread
under foot. Wo wore in the place which he callod home, .
tering tho church with theso impressions on our intuds, wo were
saluted with a chaunt frorn a full chole j—xr chaunt sonorous,
swelling, and exnct ;—the best music, incompnrably, that | heard
abroad. It told upon our very hearts. Of courso wo visited
the rocky recesscs below the church, which nro salled the abade
of Joseph and Mary; and saw no reason to suppaso that, while
citizens of Nazareth, they lived in a grotio, rm\wr than n house,

We were shown, too, a portrait of Jesus, whioh tho monks
beiieve to have been copied from an original takon iu his lifo.
time !—as if there had been parteait painting of that kind in
those days ! and as if the Jews would have cousidered it lnwful
if there had ! Such ignorance on the part of thu monks prevonts
our relying on any traditions givan by thewn ; aund [ will, there.
fore, say nothing of the other places pointed ovutas sncred by
them. Nazareth itsolf is sacred enough; and tt is merely offon.
sive to ono’s feclings to speak of somo of the strango atories tho
monks tell, and really boliove, about Josuy and his family, ox.
hibiting what they declare to bo tho scenos of his lifo and duily
actlons,

The next day, the uppermost feeling throughout was of de-
light at the thought of tho natural boauty amid which Jesus was
rcared.  From the heights above tho town wao looked down into
dells full of verdure; and abroad ovor the rich plain we had
crossed the day before, and ovor toward Carmel, whore we
were going ta day. We rodo among tho hills fuor two hours,
observing that clumps of forest troas hecamo more froquent,
and that the scenery was changing its charactor ; and then we
entered upon a tract which was so like tho outskirts of an En-
glish nobleman’s park that I could hardly boliove wo were In the
Holy Land. Rich grasses covered up the slopes and levels, and
clumps of ilex wooded every recess,  Weo wound along under
these climps, and along tise glndes of the scattored forest, and
upon broken banks, and ther again through roaches of chequer.
cd shade.  And how could wo help thinking at every step who
had once been here before us ?

We were almost sorry 1o leavo theso park-like hills, though
we were descending into the plain of Zebulon, and Curmel was
before us, and we were aboat to cross the old river Kishon which
Elijah knew so well when he lived in this region : und the blue
sea was in sight ; that sen from which Elijnh's sorvant saw the
cloud arise which was no bigger than & mnu's hand,

We rode at tho foat of Carmel, koeping the river Kishon for
the most part on theright hand. Thero could not bo a finer
piace of assemblage than this plain for tho chitdren of Isracl and
the worshippers af the sun (Baal) whon Elijuh summened them
to meet. From the foot of Mount Carmel which stands out
boldly into the sea, tho beach stretchos northward in a fine
sweep of fifteen miles to Acre, and tho old ‘I'yre. The plain
of Zcbulon, thus enclosed between the Galilean hills, Carmel,
and the sea, held the assembled multitude on thut great day.
The worship of the sun was very impasing in all the countries
where it existed. Wo have all heard of it as the worship of
Apollo in Greco. I saw mighty tomples to tho same god, uader
the name of Ra, in Egypt and Nubia ; and undoer the name of
Baal at Baalbec—a few days journoy from this placo at the foot
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