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IND)EX 0F

SU RGERY.
oesophagotomny for the Reinoval of an Ingested

Foreign Body.
Dr. W. C. Frew, of -Coshocton, O., performved

the bov opration on aninate of the counity
gaol for the remioval of a piece of glass, over a

* square inchi in area, and abo.ut 'one-tenth of an inch
*in thickness. The success attending the opération,

the' circunistances surrournding thie case, and"the
complications that arose requiring prompt and
heroic treatmient, niake this case. more than ordin-
arily interesting and instructive.

*A burgiar by occutpation, hie hiad been i ' carcer-
at.ed for soi-e offence whicli would probably con-

* sign inii to.the pcnitentiary, hencethe gaol physi-
cian. suspected himi of mnalingering. It ivas- found,
however, in attenmpting to introduce tlîe probang,
that the heýad- could not be th1rown sufficiently back-
wards.to allow of the introduction of the instrument
on account of the-rigidity of the muscles ýof the
neck, caused by the intense, pain that miotion.
occasioned.

Painting thé throat with c6*caine afforded no
asistance îvhen- the A. C. E. wvas adininistere.d, but
it xvas found he could. not be stifflciently anaSsthe-
tized Withi this iiuixture to produce rèlaxation of
these muscles. Also -the parts were 50 extremnely

*sensitive that the an-,esthiet.ic did not prevent par-
oxysms of gagging.

On the follôNving, day (Wednesday), Dr. 'Freiv
succeeded in locating the piece of glass. In -his
report of the case, in the March number of the
Anizals o Sugciyj,i hie says-

I made a probe consisting of a very flexibJe.
steel shank, to one -end of 'which a polishied oval
steel bulb about haîf an inch in diamneter ivas attach-

*ed, wvhile to -the other- was fixed a, smnall tin cylinder
to serve as a handie- andi at -as a sounder. Vith
this, instrument, and -%vith the patient profoundly
under thie influence of pure chloroform, ýthe.glass
wvas found at a point aboutone inch aboye the up-
per end of 'the sternum.

During the administration of the chloroform,
*the patient suddenly stoppedi breathing.. Dr.

Dent then informced mie that the heart .lad ceased
beating. We hiad so nxuch trouble withi the patient
on accounit 0f his struggàing th .at I had reniked
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týmy assistants ýsome tikne beforethat I believed
that lie 1couldbe resuscifaàtéd, if dead, by runigic
soniething downhIis throat, so that ''len death was
apparent I was flot alarmed, but seized the oppor-
tunity to pass the probe into the oesophagusý and
down to the foreign -body. 5uire-enough it hlad the
desired1 effect, for no soner had the en-.d of the
,probe reached the oesophagus thian 'he -began to
strugglè as before.

On Thursdaiy, at 2 p.i.ý, assisted by Drs. Dent
and C arr,, I perfornied oes.ophiagotoniiy and .rei-noved'
the gla'ss withiout difficulty. Mîýy incision extended
fromn onc inch above the sterno-clavicular articula-
tion on, the left side, to, the uipper border of the
thyroid c artilage. The upper edge of the glass wvas
founid -on a line with ýthe lower ang! e of niiy incision.
A sharp point wvhich: projected fromn the glass hiad'
penetrated the whole thickness of the oesophagus,
and it wvas probably this Nwhiic.used such -intenise
pain on swallowing or on..aïtemipting, to-throw the
head backNwards.

The superior t1hyroid artery wvas: divied in the
upper part of the wound and ligatuired' with catgut.
While working-with the handie of the scalpel Wn at-
tempting to expose the spicule of glass Nvhich I
could feel projecting*tlhroughtlheoesopliagusj the
inferior thyroid artcry was divided, I. suppose, by
being pressed atgàinstthe sharp edge of thé glass.
It wvas taken- up and ligatuied.,vith -catgut. But
little-blood w.slost during the opération.-

The continuous suture with catgut wvas uised in
closing up the oesophageal wvoulnd, cjnd the inter-
rupted silk suture for *the extërnial: wound.

During thie.first twveity-fou.r ioursthiere 'vas con-
siderable nausear Nvith some vomiiting.. le *as
nourishied wholly by enemas, of illk given. every
four hours. The pulse did not go above io*-antid
the temperature was below tioo* yF.

At 3' o'clock oni S aturdýty rnorning vewere
called and fouind' thaý-t he hiad voi.ited about one
haîf pint of dark.gruniious blood. At. first we were
of the opinion that it wvas blood which .'had remnain-
cd in the stomiach since the operation-1, but. hie soon
thrcev up more wvhich wvas of .a brighter co'lor,, aýnd
as bis pulse ran tip to 120*,, and as lie, becamne
very pàle and.myuch prostrated, we çonicluded- that
t.he liîenmori-lage wyas; stili goi .n.g on. l'le: exte.rnat.
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