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AN'rI-lNîNNGIrîS SItRUM-

The Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research, ini accordance with
an announcement made last summer, now gives notice that it hias discon-
tinued the general distribution of ai-meningitis serum which it hias
undertaken without charge ever sice the discovery of this remedy for
cerebro-spinal meningitis. The effectiveness of this rernedy in that formi
of meningitis wvhichi is caused by the Diplococcus intracellularis (Weichi-
selbaurn) having been generally accepted by niedical authorities throughi-
out the world, it hias seemed appropriate that the Rockefeller Institute
should devote to other lines of investigation the funds hitherto needed for
the gratuitous distribution of the seruni, handing over to the public health
authorities of municipalities and states, and to commercial establishments,
the: routine preparation of the serui for general use. The anti-meningitis
serum wviil thus take its place wvith, vaccine and diphtheria anti-toxin as an
approved agency for the protection of public health.

J'he Board of Health of the City of New York is the first of Ameni-
can boards of health to undertakce the regular production of anti-rnenin-
gitis seruni. It will provide for the free distribution of terum to lall
hospitals in the city, and, at the outset, to ail physicians who apply for it.
Later the gratuitous distribution other than to hospitals wvi1l be limnited to,
those cases in whicli the physician certifies to the hardship that would be
caused by a rnoney charge. Ail othei s ivili be required to pay for the
serum at a price covening its estimiated cost. Pending the production of
the seruni in other localities, the Newv York Board of I-ealth will, as a
inatter of hurnanity, suppiy such urgent requests as may corne to it frorn
outside the state, but this provision wilt probably be necessary for only a
short tume. Within the City of New York the Board of Healthi will
designate a few stations' :ere seruni "Will be kept on hand.

The statistics show that the deatli rate frorn cerebro-spinal nieningitis
lias been reduced to less than a third of its former amount by the early
use of anti-nieningitis seruni. That statistics rnay be reliable, however, it
is important that ail distributing agencies should provide means for coni-
trolling the bacteriological diagnosis. Otherwise the serum wvil1 undoubt-
edly be appiied in some cases of meningitis due to causes which are xîot
subject to the action of this seruni, and not a feiv cases of epidemnic iîien-
ingitis ivili be deprived of the benefit of its use.

The seruin is administered by being injected into, the spinal canal by
ineans of lumbar puncture, an operation which is also required to, secure
the fiuid for bacteriological diagnosis; and several separate injections of
the seruni are required in treating a given case. The effective employ-
mnent of the serum is likely, tlierefore, to be restricted on accounÈ of the
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