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)3EFORE commencing the consideration of thlis subjeet I desire te>
express my higli appreciation of the motives wvhich actuated the
nernbers of the connnittee on papers in placing under niy care, a

0ý subject of sueh great magnitude. It is one of vital importance
to every womaxi who ez.peets to become a mother, for lier ver*y life
May depend on the propor understaxtding of its causation, early
diagnosis and management. It is of vital importance to every
Practitioner, for at any time lie rnaýy be calleci upo-n to differen-
tiate the condition from others Nviti whicli it ma, ecnfudd

s~and the responsibility of a life must accordingl d2pencl upon bis
Sdelicac*y of diagnosis, his medical acumen, his judmnient, and hi%

:ability to carrýy to a favoralble termination this desperately alarm-
ýkî ing and often fatFal condition.

Witli a full lcnowledge of the import,,ance and gravity of the
subject, ana -with, the difficulties -which surround its consideration,
and ina the presence of those 'who from a -wide experience and vast
..6eld for observation have become accurate obser%,ers, and in the
presence, too, of others who, from their research wvork, have nlinds
well storeci -with the resuits of laboratory investigation, I trust I
'Pay be excised if I say I approacli the sub.ject -witli mucli diffi-

dence and with a consciousness of my inabili*y to do it that justice,
aladft ifrnuftl uicetng or ic Ontario Mcdical A.ssociatLion, Jîmoi, i901.
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