
OF MEDTCAL SP'IENCE.

in the treatrnent of ulcers of the leg by a
special India rubber bandage.

Aiongst the surgicail literature of the year
we must notice, the 7th edition of Eriehsen 's

Science and Art of Surgery," "The Student's
Manual of Venereal Diseasces," by Berkeley
lill, and A rthur Cooper (both dualists) ; E. L.
K(eyes on the ." Tonie Treatment of Syphilis,"

Atlas of Skin Diseases," by Tilbury Fox;
The Harveian Lectures on Syphilis," by

James Lane ; "A practical Treatise .on Dis-
eases of the Skin," by L. A. Dahring; "Cliii-
ical Records of Diseases and Injuries of the
Genito Urinary Organs," by Charles Fleming;
-Traite des Maladies de la Prostate," Par.

Henri Picard ; "Surgery -Past, Present aid
Future;" and "Excessive Mortality after Sunr-

gical oporations," by Spencer Wells; Francis
Mason on " Harelip and Cleft Palate;" further
parts of Jonathan iHlutchinson's "Illustrations
of Clinical Surgev," and Christopher Heath's
"Operative Surgery " now cnompleted. Last,
but not least, we w-ould refer to a study of the
life of the greatest surgeon of -a former day by
the greatest surgeon of the present-we mean
the "I.Hunterian Oration," by Sir James Paget.

OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF WOMEN AND
CHILDREN.

Obstetiics can no longer be regarded as play-
ing the part of Cinderella, as lately depicted,
by Dr. Robert Barnes, in comparison with her
older and more favoured 'sisters, medicine and
surgerv. The day has at length arrived in
which this branch of the healing i rt lias
assumnied its rightful place as a most conspicuous
and important piart of the zEsculapian edifice.
Its study and practice fully engage the highest
faculties and most assiduous attention of some
of the ablest minds in the profession, and the
assistance it alone affords in uninavelling many
of the mysteries of nature as observed in other
departments of medical science renders an in-
timate acquaintance with it indispensable
for the accurate comprehension of the whole.
xni midwifery and the diseses of women and
children, the past year lias not leen uneventful.
The never absent subject of post-partni
hbænorrhage has necessarily attricted mucli
attention. The value of ergot, in restraining

this, has been inuch questioned, yet the general
opinion, as expressed during the year, would
appear to be that, if a reliable preparation f
the fluid extract, or a freshly prepared infusion
be employed, the drug is still worthy of ouir
confidence. Dr. Gordon, of Hannibal, Mo.,
Las fouind the tincture of Hydrastis Canadensis

in twenty to thirty rinim doses, very useful in
such cases. Dr. Runge lias this year stated
that he has found intra-uterine injections of
bot water (117°-i 24 Fahr-.) to sncceed where
ergot, ice, and external manipulation had
failed. He adso cites Windelblïnd, Jakoch and
Laudau's experience in its favour, but lie does
not appeaur to have been aware that it lias been

long practised in America by Fordyce Barler,
Emmet and others. The majority of the

records of the year are, perhaps, in favour of
the tineture of iodine or the perchloride of
iron. In the Practitioner for Mardh, Dr.
Grifhiths reports favorably upon the use of
ether spray. Several cases of rupture of the
uterus have beeen recorded with unusually
favorable resuits. Dr. Hart, of Amsterdani,
relates one case in whicli the fotus vas de-
livered by. gastrotomy and the life of the
mother saved. Mr. Richmond Leigh, of the
Liverpool Lying-in-Hospital, records theocecur-
rence of a case of rupture without symptonis
labur vas termiiated naturally aid the

placenta came away easily. Collapse was
absent. She lived six days, and apparently
died from hSmnorrhage. The rent was found at
the junction of the lover i with the uppper î of
the uterus. Dr. R"se, of West Wiifield, N.Y.,
reports the case of an Irishworman wlo has un-
dergone four successive ruptures of .uterus, and
is still living. Gastrotomy in obstetric prac-
tice bas not been without its successes during
the year. Dr. Buckell, of Winchester, records
a case where the life of the fetus was saved by
Cæsarian section performed hetween twenty
and thirty minutes after the death of the
mother. Dr. Koeberle, of Nancy, performed
gastrotomy for an irredîucible retroversion of
uterus producing intestinal obstruction ; the
uterus was restored to position, one of its
ligaments fastened in the wound and recovery
ensued. As rnentioned iii the sirgical section,
Mr. Lawson performed gastrotouy in a case of


