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THE’ PRESENT STATUS OF THE
ELECTRICAL TREATMENT OF
FIBROIDS.*

By A. LarTHORN SwmiTH, B.A.,, M.D,
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons
of England,; Fellow of the dmerican Gy~
nacological Society ; President American
Electro-Therapeutic Association; Siuvgeon-
in-Chief of the Samaritan Hospital for
Women, Montreal ; Gynecologist to the
Montreal Dispsary ; Surgeon to the
Women's Hospital, Montreal.

. The present age in crynaecolocry, and ab-
dommal surgery, especially, may be called
the extreme surgical age ; and, as a result

of the wonderful advances and the great-

lowering “of the death-rate of surgical
operations, owing to the application of the

* Abstract of paper read . before the sectlon of Obste-
trics and Gynecology “of the American Medical Asso-
ciation, at Ba‘nmote, May 7, 1895

principles of asepsis, surgical enthusiasm has
reached its highest point. One must have
a great deal of courage, ‘ndeed, to advocate
any other method oftreatment than surgi-
cal operation, especially at a meeting whe-e
the surgical element so greatly prepon-
derates; nevertheless, thewriter believes that
the majority of women with fibroid tumors
can be relieved of their pain and bleeding
by meansofthe constant electrical current,
If employed within certain limits, it is abso-
lutely devoid of danger; while the appli-
cation of the treatment should be almost
devoid of pain. \On the other hand, the-
surgical treatment, even under the very
best of conditions, has so far always been
aceompanied with a mortality rate ; there
are fewer deaths than there were when
Freund lost seventy-five per cent. of his
cases of abdominal hysterectomy, but still

"the death rate remains, so that the electri-

cal ‘tréatment, with no -death rate, has

‘this great advantage over the surgical

treatment, The electrical treatment, also,.



