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larywgual spasm in these instunces,wo are not inclined to eonsider it inthe
hght of o distinet disense, as it is obiicus the aflection is merely acci-
dental, end claims no pretensiows to regularity, either in symptoms or
sn period of oceutrence.  On the other hand, Laryngismus Stridulus, or
spusrdodie croup, ag i i8 frequently called, is a .diseago “which usually
supervenés without any obvions exciting cauge, dttacks’ita victim during
gleep, and obscrves a poriodical regularity in its paroxysms. It.is, more-
oyer,.2. disease of childhoud, and-scldom or ever vecurs, 45 far as we can
discover, beyond the age of seven, even in children Wi have becn con-
stantly subject to it proviously to that peried "of life. We believe it to
be an idiopathic discase, and purely nezveus in its character—dependent
wpon some specific cause, probably ‘itmospheric, which produces pri-
marily a general mobility of the nersous system, and a morbid irrita-
tion of the nerves supplying the laryux ; the capillary circulation of a
confined portwn uf the mucous membrane becoming sccondorily affect-
od. This opinion of the origin and nature of the disease is based upon
the following ‘considerations :—

1. The gencral absence of any evident predlsposntmn on the part of
ige patient. It is not confined, as issupposed by some authors, to those
eonstitutions which partake of the relaxed and irrituble habit and in
which there might be expected io exist 2 much stronger susceptibility
to the display of spasmodic action. It apj ears to attack ckildren genes-
aiiy, and even when in the most favorable state of health.

. 2, The alseuce of any apparent exciting cause, bayond what may he
dbzourely referred to some unknewn atmospheric iafluence.

3. The periodicity of the paroxysms, nnd the marked tendency of the
digsesse to return ut the same particular time, in sureessive attacks,

4. The fact of its attacking, in some rare instances, rot cue, but seve-
yal members of a family about the same time.

3. Chunge of logzlity has been shown to check the tendeney to xe-
turo.

6. Repeated attochs become gradually less seveve, and the disease
altimately ceases altogether to affeet 1ts forimer vietit,

The diagnosis of spasmoedic croup is not always a matter of ¢ asy eal-
calation, since there are two other aflcetivus of the air-pussages, that
produce somewhat similar local symprems, bat whick it is of primary
importance to distinguish, as they are essentially distinet.  The first is
Inflammutory Croup, Cescribed by anthors under the name of Cynanche
irachealis, and called primary cronp by Stukes; the secoud is Diptheritis
of Bretonueau, callzd secondary croup by Stukes.



