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fatal to the different trades aund yprofessions. By analyzing accumula -
ed knowledge of this kind, moreover, the medical statist becomes ac-
quainted with the diseases endemic to the country, and, by emploving
hisknowledge of the physical geography of lecalities, he may approxi-
raately determine the value of physical causes in their criginatien ; he
is enabled, also, to arrive at comparatively correct conclusions regarding
therelative prevalence and mostality of the same disease at different
piaces ; and he can with facility trace the cowrse and effects of epide-
i..xes. The rolincian and public hygeist find it egnally serves the.r pur-
peses.  Legislative enactments, of great importance, have been framed
andadopted by the Purliament of Great Britain, sclely to obviate evilsex-
posed by the columns n the Registrar's Repoert containing thie causes
of death. Hygiene and medical police have received an impetus and
certanty of direction in England, which it wounld have leen impcssible
for them to have experienced before the amendrient act of Registraticn
of 1V.ct, eap. 22, became Jaw.

In volume 1 of the Census Report of the Canudas for 1831-2, we are
told by Mr. Hutton that the whole ¢f the cavses of death have been
taken in both provinces. The worthy Secretary of the Board of Regis-
tration and Statistics has not informed us for how long they have been
registered.  We know of no law, at present in fvrce, meking such regis-
fration obligatory; and unless systematic, general and umform entries
have been made throughout the Irovince, the returnsare perfectly value-
less, and cannot by any possibility turther important ends. To make
regutration of the causes of death worthy the attention of the phileso-
phue physicran and public hvgeist—to make it benefit alike the science
of medicine and public hiygene, there 1s wantng, in the first place, o
le which shall insist (i the eauses of every death occurning witlun
the Yrovine: be ag duly recorded, and which shall provide for the pro-
per enregstenng of the same.  Secondiy, a defimite statesticrd nosology,
prantedd copies of which shenld be sent te every physician, coroner, and
dergyrnan m the Province.  Thudly. regwlar moninly returns, fren the
varnios registers. shoald be forwarded to *he Central Board of Re¢ stra-
uon.

The necessity tor the second receminendation, si coreeet and va.form
retuns be desideraied, s aptly aliustrated by the buis of mortalty for
the eity f Moentreal, whicl are bang pubbsineld weekly i our pubhe
prante. Earlylast dpnng we interested varselves very much to obiuin
fer the puble, returns f the numbver of deaths occurring m the city
with :he fatal diseases, Wecalled en the Mayer, and ¢n cite of the
most ac we o tue members of the Health Conptiec, both of them



