
Periscope.-Inhalation of Sulphuric Ether Vapour.

on severe wounds, was narticularly dwelt on by most writers observed that
on military surgery. In such cases, then, as also where woman's counit
cardiac disease exi,ts, and in very old persons, he was in- donnell comme
clined te think the inhalation of the vapeur might be at- heing divided
tended with unpleasant effects. At all events, before part of the ope
inhalation were resorted t l for the purpose of an operation, betray the slig
he would say that the effect of the vapour oni the individual when ail was e
ought te he carefullv ascertained. .Mr. Orr would detail of the bone, s
te the society a case in svhich he that morning made a pre- whatever. TI
liminary trial of the vapeur, and vhich was attended with this agent, Mr.
circumstances that completely marred the efficacy of the be urged again
remedy in his hands. alleviatiiig iai

Mr. Orr said, that being anxious for an occasion te test public papers a
the properties of this new agent, he took advantage of an highly valuabl
opportunity afforded him in the person of a patient affected stated, had ti
with lipoma of the testicle, on whom he wanted to perform Academy of S
Mr. Syme's operation. He had purposelv avoided saying society, and m
anything te the patient on the subject until that morning, preseit, he (M
and he then objected te it, sait] he felt a disposition te faint- if possible, be
ness, &c. After a little reason1ing, however, he was clearest title t
induced to submit, and when the apparatus was -applied, alluded te was,
the mouth-piece ivas found te fit badly from a disproportion ance of iis stat
between it and the mouth of the patient. But with some on the subject.
management he was forced te inspire the vapour, Dr. M. Ducros, th
largrave having his finger on the pulse, while Dr. of recovering t

Williams took notes of il. In a few moments the man by tie vapour.
started up, and asked in a wild manner what they were of the homoeop
about te do with him ? After two or three attempts it vas He did net kn
found impossible te produce the degree of insensibility remedy would.
ascribed te the vapour, perhaps (Mr. Orr said) on accounit be attEnded wit
of its being involuntarily regurgitated by the man, and Dr. Power,
his partially respiring unimpregnated atmospheric air. At operation, wisl
the conclusion ie stated that he nad felt as if in an agreeable connected wit
dream, but was far froin being entirely unconscious, for he struck him at t
felt, ie said, a disagreeable sensation on being pinched, the society we
which vas done each time a renewal of the attemînpt was unrder the inîfl
made. The pulse varied considerably during tie experi- observed great
ment; it was exceedingly veak just before the inhalation in the expressi
was commenced, and rose again both in frequency and of the vessels.
force when the mran appearedl meost under its influence. he felt perfec
He expressed his wi!lingness te suhmit to another trial of slightest; ie M
the vapour, but Mr. Orr feared his being rather too much subject, se litti
excited just then for a repetition of the experiment. the knrife. Th

Dr. H. Kennedy observedl that, from the renarks made te the applicab
to-night, it would appear the effects of this agent were not ie could net n
peculiar te it. He had seen very nearly identical effects amount of imp
produced by the nitrous oxide, or laughing gas, which, it susceptible, so
was net generally knownr, perhaps, produce in some con- stances.
stitutions that semi-comatose or apoplectie state described Dr. Eades
to-nigit, in which the individual is entirely deprived of an identity of
the power of motion, but net of ail consciousness. He protoxide of ni
had seen instances of this kind, while in otiers, hvlriclh both these age
were certainly in the majority, a state of tihe most violent depressing influ
excitement was induced by the use of the gas. Dr. Macdon- tiens of the ind
neil had properly spoken against the use of the ether in observed. bat i
cases marked by any tendency of blood te the head ; te eases of chronic
these it migit be prudent te add, cases where there was systen, and th
anything like disease of the heart, or delicate lungs. The qunite ii accord
great difference existing betveen persons in rude health- stupefaction pre
such as were chiefly tire subjects of Mr. Tufnell's experi- referable te its
ments-and those likely te have te undergo operations, Mr. Jameso
should net be forgotten either. As a whole, and speaking under his care
of surgical cases orly, ie could net help feeling that the the eyes, on w
case suited for tire use of this agent vould prove to be the two or three tim
exception, and net the rule. s0 that stupefac

Mr. Carmichael said that, notwithstanding the objec- declaretd that h
tions urged by previous speakers against the.agent under mornings ago M
consideration, he looked upon it as a most valuable on render the boy
te society at large, offering as it did se powerful a means of was present te s
alleviating pain. He had closely watched the veman tion prit te him.
ivhose case had been detailed by Dr. Macdonnell, and iad considerably su

soon after commencing the inhalation the
enance fell, at which moment Dr. Mac-
nced the operation. While the skin vas
(wh'ich is admitted! to be the most painful
ration,) the woman's countenance did not
htest evidence of pain ; and on being asked,
ver, whether she had even felt the sawing
he said she had no sensation of the' kind
he objections made to the employment of
Carmichael said, might with equal justice
st opium and the many other means of
n. He had that day seen in one of the
paragraph attributinig the suggestion of this
e Qid in- surgery to M. Ducros, who, it was
roduced the subject to the notice of the

ciences at Paris in March fast. Now, in a
ore particularly one se numerous as the
r. Carnichael) considered that menit should,
awarded to the individual possessing the
o it ; and as the author of the pai-agrapi
perhaps, now present, he might in further-
ement, give to the society additional details

It had been stated at the same time by
at opium acted as an antidote, or a means
he person from the state of stupor induced

This (Mr. Carmichael said) reminded him
athic doctrine-Similia simililus curantur.
ow whether in protracted operations this
be applicable, or whether its renewal might
h safety.
laving been present at Dr. MacdonnelPs

hed te mention one or two circumstances
h the patient and the operation that had
he time. It was after a second attempt, as
re aware, that the woman was brought fully
rence of the vapour, and then Dr. Power
difficulty of respiration, complete alteration
on of her countenance, and great turgescence

As te the fact of ber net having felt pain,
tly convinced that she did net suffer the
ight as well have held the arm of the dead
e evidence was there of any sensation under
ese facts had struck him most forcibly. As
ility of the renedy to protracted operations,
ov pretend te say anything; or as te the
rovement of which the agent may yet he

as te render it available under such circum-

made some observations tending te establish
effect between the ethereal vapeur and

itrogen, or laughing gas, and showing that
its equally exhibited alternately exciting or
ences, according te the' variety in constitu-
ividuals experimented on. Ether, he also
been a remedy in use long and long age in
catarrh and other affections of the respiratory
e rationrale of its exhibition appeared to be
ance with the homeopathic doctrine. The
duced by the vapour appeared te be clearly
action on the nervous system.
i nentioned the case of a boy of 17 or 18,
in Mercer's Hospital, for seme affection of

hein ho had tried the effect of the vapeur
es, but with an imperfect apparatus at first,
tien was net induced ; but the boy always
e could see better after its use. One or two
r. Jameson se far induced stupefaction as te
entirely insensible te pain, but consciousness
ich an amount that he answered any ques-

His pupils were dilated, the conjunctiva
ffused, the symptors being altogether little
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