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those organs and themselves (as cubebs stimulated the kidney) but excite their
actions isdirectly, evolving for their use, from the elements of the blood, a larger
proportion of that which it is their normal function to eliminate, and (unlike
those evacuative drugs which effect their purpose solely by reason of their local
affinities) these catalytic medicines, if I may venture to call them so, do not
merely add themselves to the excretion which they provoke, as nitrate of potans
adds itself to the urine ; for no quantity of mercury mixed with saliva would
render that fluid fotid.

QUESTIONb FOR A CONCOURS IN BlELGICM.

TnE Belgic Academy of Medicine have proposed the four fuilowing questions
for a Concours-

lst-To expound the causes, symptoms, cbaracter, and treatment of the
discases peculiar to workmen in potteries. Prize, a gold msedal, valued at six
hundred francs.

2nd-To expound, according to scientific facts, and by new experiments,
the theory of poisoning by contact of surfaces. Pyoemia is included in this
question. Prize, a gold medal, of the value of six hundred francs.

3rd-To give the history of epizootic pleuro-pneumissoniia, its causes, and
i e best means of prevention. Prize, a gold medal, valued at eight hunded
francs.

4th-To trace the mnedical history of carbunicular diseases, in the different
forms under which they attack dosnestic animals; also, the part which may be
performsed in their production by peculiarities of the soi], and the peculiar
cryptogamous plants which attack their proveuder.

SURGERY.

ON EXCISION OF THE OS CALCIS.
A PAPER READ TO TRE MEDICAL SOCLrTY OF TUE UI LRSITY CoLLL, LoDO.

By H. M. Greenhow, Eçq.
Operation on the ankle-joint is a subject which at the present time bears

much interest in the minds of surgeons. Tie cases narrated by Mr. Greenhow
afford proofs of the advancemsent of surgery. All terminated stccessfuiliy,
thougi difficulties arose, to be contended with in the after treatmsent, wht
rendered their happy conclusion proofs of the operator's skill.

" CAsE I.-Ilenry H.-, aged 20, pitmnan, admitted into the Newcastie
Infirnmary, June 15, 1848. Eight weeks previous ie iad received a wound from
a nail running into the left iecel. Abscesses had formied and becn opened, out
of which continues te discharge. 'l'ie integumaents are muci swollen and
indurated, and fluctuation is felt below the outer asskle. The joint adnits cf
easy motion witiout pain. Abscess opened and poultice applied. As the
constitution was deranged, and the nights sleepless, opiates and other suitab!
remedies were prescribed.

On August 15th the operation was performed.
22nd.-Erysipelatous inflammation extending to the knee ; wound sloughyi

the ligatures have comse away ; feverish, with slight delirium at niglt.


