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ANTIIRENTS VARzjus Fi7b.-Inîioioogis.s gcnerally are well enoughi
acquainted with the appearance of this insect, and but too w~e1l with the
wvork, of ils larvoe ; lbut ab to the linie required for its deveiopment thiere is,
flot the sanie iiiianimity of knwegsresiatinig that it requires a
year for ils v-ariusi- transiýformaiztionsý,- others, that oilly a1 few w~eeks are
necessary. 'l'le foIlowingr is înly experience: May, 189 p]aced a
female in a paper collar box\ with sonie refuse Coleoptera and Lepi-
doptera. Tlhis box\ slood oni the nianîc-picce in iny office, and conse-
quentiy the tenîperature was îîeariy uniforni suminer and winter. An
exainiation tivo mon îhs a fîervards revcaicd several smnali larvax These
were inispectcd nionthiy, and api)eared t0 have attained their growth ly
the ist of ])ecenibcr, îhoughi they rcniained active during the winter.
T'îe flrst pupS werc observed (.Matchi 5 îh, and the first beetie on the z6th.
Prom dit limie t May rst thiirty-fi,%e deveioped in all,-lhe product of
this one heetie. Three femaies anid two maies wvcre ieft in the box, and
six weeks aficrwvards young, larva ivere observêd. They wvere inspecte(]
nionthly, anii folîowed the .are course as, ol>ser',cd the i)revioii year.
Fromi April to jMay. (iSSi), seventy-five beetles were takeilfronî the box.
How many wvere ieft is iinkniowni. 'l'ie box wvas closcd, and severai
nionthis afterivards wsfound lu be inhiabited by cou1itiess multitudes of
hiaif-grovn larva:. Yïhew discio.sed, as, hefore, during the foilowing April,
(1882). 'Thle I)ectlcs andi cast-off lamie~ skins neariy fillcd the box, and
the original food ivas- redutccd to a l)owdcr. They were mimerons enoughi
to have supplied ill the caieson the globe. Box and ail were con-
signed to the flamies. This experinient shows that this insect is nioder-
ately 1)rolific thal it is, anial, at least iin this instance , that it does 1101

require wvater that il can bc p)ropagaýrzted iindeflnitely without the male and
feniale resortingr to the openl air, or tasîting the sweets of flowers; and
thiat thie larvaŽ do îlot .scck, to estape froin confinement by gnawving ont.
Experiienters should mie t'vo close fittfig tceescopic boxes,- of différent
sizes, one within the other. so as to prei cnt ans- p)ossile escape of the
larvS.


