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down of a third, a fourth, a fifth, or even of an octave. i reading
and speaking voice inflections are used less or more Ly every oue.
The duty of the teacher is properly to regnlar these: and the
sooier he begins to do this the better for the scholar. ‘The longer
the training of the voiee is neglected, the more will bad habits be
confirmed, and the more difficuit will it be to cure them.—But tizin
1t early to bo pliant and tractile and the puptl will ~oon be able to
give it any direction or expansion he pleases. A person whose
voice lacks plianey and expansibility can uever give flicacy and
expression to his reading 3 nor can his ieading Le ever very
effecuve.  Fashioning and impioving the orpans of speech,—
regulating the tones of the voice, and giving them a commanding
character, is a most important part of a teacher’s dmy.

How o we pronounce words, especially long words ? 1o it not
by a continued flow of connected impulses? And do we not pro-
nounce trains of words with a similar impulsive connected flow of
sounds 2 Now to give these as much variety, beauty, and effect as
possible, the veice must have flexibility. Without this pliant
command of veice, the 1eader or speaker cannot so clearly show
whether the sense is continuous or complete 3 what the character
of the 1dea is j whether it stamds in contrast with another or that
its significance requires it to be more distinetively marked. Nor
can he give his utterance that lifo and pleasing variety which give
it effect, or mark off the import of his pauvses.—~The fundamental
piteh of the voice is the” axis of the voice, around which it plays
as the current of enunciation flows on—ascending or descending,
less or more as the sense or character of what is read or spoken
requires it.

Without flexional commamd of voice the mecise degree of em-
phatic force can wever be wpll brought out. {t greatly helps
enunciation, gives precision tu affirmations, greater play to the
lungs, and expansion to the ehest, and enables the reader or speaker
10 avoid that monotonous tone so disagieeable to the ear and mar-
ring to effective veuding,

For reference and aiding the memory, 1 give the following Table
from Dr. Rush’s celebrated work on the philosophy of the human

voice. IHis work is one of the best | have geen upon the subject.
TABULAR VIEW OF VOICE LXPANSIONS,
Condition Vocal signs of those Synonyms of old
or states of
mind. states. i conventional terme.
I

. The simple rise and full! Narrative simply declaratory

Thougltive land shorter wave of thejor afficoative ; descriptive, dis-

interval of the second ; an;passionate ; inexpressive ; un-
unobtensive quality ; & mo-‘impassioncd; ciootionless, plain
derate degree of force; andjand almost an even tone of

a short syllabic quantity. ivoice,

or unexcited

state.

Inter- ‘Phe semitone, the second,i  Sentimental ; gravely path-
1houghuvq or occasionally the third and.etic ; reverential ; dignified, res-
sentimentive Jfifth with their waves; anpectful; supplicative ; peniten-

and lextended time 3 2 full oro-itinl : aud expresaive of awe and

reverentive und quali*y; and a mo-admimntion.

state. derate but dignified force.,

i
. Tho semitone and wider] Tmpassioned ;expressive ; cat-
risingand falling intervals, lnest interrogative ; declaratory;
. with their waves ; cither mirhetorical ; contemptuons ; de-
Passionate short or extended time; arisive and the conventional
striking and varied quality jiterms for every vehement pas-
or abruptness; with high de-ision. Under this division the

grees and expiessive forms;\\‘idest ranges are included un-
of force. To which may be.der emotional feelings, going
added all the varicd expan-'even beyond the octave wave
sions of the voice ascend-lof voice.

ing and descending.

excited state.

Continued remarks on voice expansion,

1. The continued flow of the voice in speech, has an onward
ad upward bent.  With this inchination, one wave of tone
succeeds another with concrete unity, till broken by a paunse. And

by much the greater usmber of ascents eaceeds not a semitone.—
The downwad sinitune expansion 18 fess frequent (1.

2, For the plain narrative of anexcited thought we employ the
semitone o1 full tone melody, varnied by the sinple downward con-
cietes of the samo intervals, with properly applied emphasis. and
stuitable terminations and proper cadences. The movemeunts of
the voice generally are quick, and tones only occasionally pio-
‘ouged.

3. When the comyposition hias a serious chatacter au tuerease in
I'the accented syllables, together with a general slowness of ntter-
ance should be asswmined,—the concrete shill continung 10 1ts sunple
vise or fall.

4. The extent of rising or falling wtervals 18 in propostion to the
euergzy of the mental state, character of the composition, &e.
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Jony Bruce,
Inspector of Schools.
(7' be continued.)

The Study of Nature.

A LECTURE DELIVERED BY PROF
STATE HOUSE, ALBANY, N. Y.

ABSTRACT OF AGASSIZ, AL THE

Ladies and Gentlemen : I have been invited to address you
this evening upon the subject of an Early Study of Nature as a
means of developing the faculties of the young and of leading them
1o u knowledge of the Creator. I wish to awaken in you the con-
viction that the knowledge of nature 1 our days is the very found-
ation of the prosperity of states ; that the ~tudy of the phenomena of
nature 1s anong the most potent means of developing the human
faenhties ; and that on these accounts it is highly nnportant that
that branch of education should be introduced in our schools as
soon as practicable, To satisfy you how important the study of
nature is to the community at large, 1 need only ahude to the
manner in which, in modern times, man has learned to control the
forees of nature, and to work up the materials which our earth
produces.  The evidence of the importance of that kuowledge for
the welfare of man is everywhere open Vefore us ; and that there
is haudly any trainiug better qualified to develop the highest fa-
cuities of man, — can [ allude to a better evidence than to that
veuerable old man, Humboldt, who is the embodiment of the most
extensive human kuowledae in our days, and who has acquired
that position, and who has become an object of reverence throogh-
out l}ne world, merely by his devotion to the study of nature ? If
that be true, then, that 2 kuowledge of nature is so important for
the welfare of states, and can train men to such a lugh position
among men by the development of their best faculties, hiow destr-
able that such a stady should formn a part of all education. 1
believe that the introduction of the study of natural hustory as a
branch of the most elementary education is what can be added to
our ahieady admirable system. The only diflicuity is to find teach-
ere equal to the task, aud the task is no small one. For, in my
estimation, the elementary instruction is the most difiicnlt of all.

It is much easier to deliver a lectumie to a class of advanced
students than to take up the young and teach them the clements.
And T believe it is still a iistaken view with many, that a teacher
is always sufliciently prepared to impart the first elementary in-
struction to those entrusted 10 his care. I think nething can be
further from the truth, and that, in entrusting the instruction of the
youny in their first beginning to incapable teachers, we lose fre-
quently the opportunity of uufolduy iue best minds to the highest
capacities, by not attending at once to their waunts. A teacher
should always be far in advance of those he teaches, and there 15
nothing more painful than to be obliged torepress those embarrass-
ing questions which the pupils may make, and which may be
beyond our reach. The teacher who crams the day Lefore "that
which he teaches the next day, is never up to his task. He must
be capable of facing his class with a consciousness that he is fully
competent to instruct in that which is the task of to-day, and 10
answer any question that may oe asked abour that which 1s before
him. Not only that, but he should feel cupable of fostering these
questions, of suggesting them, of rendering his whole class so in-
quisitive, so desirous of being taught, that there should be no hmt
10 the amount of necessary information which he can give, beside

{1) The semitone upward tendency of the voice here referred to may
be readily distinguished, when the voice is suddenly or unexpectedly
interrapted ; or when an expression is snddenly broken off.—Ex. : *'
would rather "—[speak out, Sir,]-—"* T would rather read than sing.”




