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You may, ini after life, shake them off, but the probabilities are that 8

the idie habits thuis formed in early life wilt reinain with you tilt
your dying day. Be warned theai in time, and resolve that lis the i
hour spelît iu idleness is gone forever, you witl improve each passing (
onie, and thereby fit yourselves for usefulness and happiuess.c

-London Sckool Board. - A memorandum issued by the Rc bo ol t
Board for Lonîdon states that in the miiddle of July an inspection
was m;ide of the îîlumbers and occupations of childreu under thirteen
vears od observed iii the streets froîu the Rîyal Exchiange, by Temple-
bar and Regretit St., to Oxford-Circus, ah-,o from Lrrin doii-
Circus, along Hoîborn, to the Marbie Arcb. The following is at
summary of the result: Bour-d-sweepers, 14 boys; Crossiiig-
sweepeis, 0 ; licensed shoeblacks, 27 boys; other sboeblacks, 6 boys;j
sellers of matches, 45 boys anid 11 girls; setiers of newspapers. 42
boys aîid 5 girls ; sellers of other articles. 3 boys and 4 girls; nuinher
of boys, 137 ; itumber of girls 20; total. 157. Besides these bidren
there were of persoiis in thie same street, over thirteen years old, at1
the same employmienis, 180 mei aiid 64 womeîi-totý.l 250 ; of'

whomn 8 were crossiiig-sweepers, andidnl addition there were 77i
persons with advertisitiî- boards betweeii TeinpIe-Bar anid Oxford-1
Circus. Ilios iii about five miles of the most freqjuetited thorougb-i
fares there were 157 children strect-workers.

Lileratitre ausd Scienice.

-Origin of FiîtanciÀIl Abbreviations. - The New York Journa
of Commerce thus answers a query as to the ori.,in of the dollar
mark:

Il The dollar sign ($) was in u-sý long before there was any Federal
coinage to be represeied. AIl these old characters grew iîîto use
80 gyradually that their exact origili is ofteii disputed, and frequently
Iost even beyoîîd the reach of' lonig-armed tradition. The orinu of'
the dollar-mark is disjîuted. Most old writcrs say the $ came from

the old Spaiiislî pillar dollar, which bore on ils reverse the two

il Pillars otlleircules," the anoient îîame of the opposite p.romolttries
at the Straits oI Gibaltair. The parallel lines iii it, thus 11, stand, ac-
eording to this explanation, for the two pillars, anud they are bound
together, thus $, with a seroîl. More modemn writers dlaim that ais
the S1 îaiish dollar was a piece of 8 reais, Il8 R " being once stamped
on it, anîd il was then called Il a piece of ei '_ht,'" that the figure 8
with a hune (rawn throu.rh it, as characters were geiierally formed,
produced the si-,,î of the dollar. It was not called a dollar, but 46 a
piece of ei rbt." The naine itself was bornie in Gernmaiy, and from
the -fact that the first piece of tiiis character was coinîed ini the -'alley
of St. Joachimn, iii Bobeinia, ini tle year 1518, it was called Joachim's
Thaler, tlhe last haîf of the word h)ein,, pronouiiced (and ofteuî

written) daller. Tlhe character £ is the irst letter of the Latin word

Librae, wiîh a hune across for the pouîîd sterlinig. and the letters lb),
wiîlî a Ue across it represents the same word as applied to a pound
weight.

-The Ilirth-l>lace of Pickivick. - This litIle monastie enclosure
is Fîmnival's Inn. once the inansion of the Fiîrîival fainily, " A
valiant famiily,'' says NIr. Jesse, Il froun Girard de Furnival, who

fougght by the side oft Richard Coeur de Lion, on the plainîs of Pales-

tiue, t0 Thomias de Furnival, the companion of the Black Prince, on
the field of Cressy." Alas !

"The knigbts are dust,
Their good swords are rust.
And their souls are wi the saints, we trust."

No more helin and sabre, lance and trumpets, round the house

of Furnival ; but lawyers' deeds, blue bacs and red tape. Ii 13S.3

the graillanît, bard-fighting Furuivals became extinct, anid the Inn feil

bymarriage to the Earls of Shrewsbur'y. lu the ri nfdadV,
howeve-, un BarI of Shrewsbury sold it to Liicolnl's In n. The Inn

was rehuilt ini the reigu of' James 1. ; but a part of il baving been

destroyed by ire and the rest growing riiînous. it was pulled down

iu 1,17, anid rebilt by Mr. Peto, wbose complacent statue now

figures in the centre.
Clu the old buildin.g 1-ere was a chapel, near whieh stood a mul-

berry tî-ep, a relie, perbaps. of James I., when loyal 1 ersons planted

mulberry trees by the kings wish. ho furnish food for the silk-worms,

which were then being bred by the EnA),ish silk nianufacturers. But

the chief memory tbat roisecrates the inni is iether of tbe mulbermy

tree, nor of' the knights of Cressy, it is a later and more im-

mortal memory. At No. 15, high up at the top on the right hand

éide as you face the door-way, are the humble chambers 'where Mr.
Dickens was living when he wrote lé Pickwiçk." He was newly
narried then, and0 writing, zealously for the uewspapers. Here his
quick fauicy devised that most delightful crowd of oddities, geîîial
1î1 Il Pickwick," romantic Il Stiodgriass," daring Il Winkle, and

callant IlTupmau," the swift but vivaclous IlJitîgle,"Il Sam Weller,Y?
thie incomparable ; here, with those vagrant pigeons from Guildhall,
strutting aîîd fiuttering ah the window, Dickenîs must have sut roatiiiy
it bis own fun, anîd the creatiouîs of a homor only traliscenided by
hlm who created Il Falstaff." Yes, there bas been laugbing iuthe
luit before now ; for bei-e ah No. 3, dowu 10 the left as you enter
tie archway, that gay, light-bearted Il Mercnitio," Mr. Charles
Mathews, set up as an architeet, and many a bright castle he built.

I weut out one day, sîLys Mr. Matbews, 61 left a card pinued up,
back iu an bour,' aud did not corne back lu five years."

-Bonds of Nations. - The operation of dangerous and delusive
first principles obliges us to have recourse to tlie true ones. In the
intercourse betweeuî nationîs, we arca apt to rely loo mocb on the
instromenital part. We lay 100 much we-ight opon the formality of
treaties and comrpacis. We do not act much more wisely when we
trust to the interests of men as guai-antees of their engjagements.
The iiîteresîs frequenitly tear ho pieces tie eiîgaganients; and the
passions traînple upon both. Eiîtirely to trust to eîîber, is to disie-

nJard our owîî safety, or not 10 kîîow mankind. Men are not tied to
oîe niother by papers and seals. They are led to associate by
resemblauices, by couforinities, by sympathies. It i,- wîth nationis as
with iîîdividuals. Nothin-g is so stroîig a tic of amity betweeîî nation
aud nation as correspondeuice in laws, costoîns, maiiners, and habits
of* life. They have more thaîî the foi-ce of treaties iii themisolves.
They are obligations writteu iu the heart. They approximiîte men
t0 inen witbout their knowledge, and som etimes agaiîist their itîten-
tions. The secret, unseen, but irrefragable bond of habituai inter-
course bolds thenn togrether, even wbeu îlîeir perverse aîîd litiglous
nature sets them to equivocate, scuffle, and fight about the terms of
their written obligations.

-Books.-Notliingr ougbt to be more weighed than the nature of
books recounmended by public authority. So recommiemded, they
80o11 foi-m the character of the age. Uncertain iuîdeed is the efficacy,
liînited iiideed is the extent, of a virtuous inîstitutionm. Buit il* educa-

lion takes ini vice as any part of ils system, there is no douhi but that

il wilt operate with abondant energy, and to an exteut indefinite.

The mnagistrale. who, iin Iavoiir of freedom, tlinîks iiinnself obliged to
suIfer ail sorts of publications, is under a sîricter duty than auy other,

weil 10 consider wh'st -ort of wrilers be shaîlI anîhorize, guid shahl
recommnid, by the stromîgest of all sauictioims, that is, by public
bonours anîd rewards. He ougbito1 be cautions bow be reeoînimeîds

authrs o mied o amb~uos înrality. H1e ougbt ho be feairful of

puttiuîg iuîho the bauds of youîb writers indulgent 10 the peculiarilies
of' their own complexion, lest tbey should teach the humours of the

prolessur, ratber than the priîîeiples of the science. H1e ought, ahove
aIl, to be cautionis in recomineuiding any writer, wbo lbas carried
mam-*ks oif a deraîîgied understaniding ; for whîere thiere is no sou nid

i-easoui. there eau be no real virtue ; and madmîess is ever vicînus anid
mal ignaut.

-Characters of ilen. - Il is i the relaxation of security, il is iu

the expanîsionî of' prosperity, it is iii the bour of dilatation of the

heart, and of ils sofîeuîing, into feslivity and plenîsure, that the real

character of men> is discerned. If tbere is any good in ieine, il appears
then or neyer. Even wolves and tigers, wben gorged with their prey,
are safe and gentie. It is ah sncb Z tinies that nîoble mids give al

tbe reins 10 their gond nature. They indulge their genus eveui to

intemperance, ini kinduîess ho the afflicted, in geuierosity ho the con-
quered ; fîrbearing insults. forgiviuîg injuries, oveîpaying benefits.
Fult of dignity themselves, tbey respect dignity in aIl, but lbey feel
1h sacred in the unlîap. Bol it is then. and basking inî the suuushiiie
of unmerited forunue, that low, sordid. ungeuiernus, aud reptile souls
swell with their hoarded poisons ; il i% then that they display Iheir
odjous splendour, and shine out ini the fuît lustre of Iheir native villany
anîd baseness. 1h is in that, season that no man of sense or honour can
be mistaken for one of them.

BuRKP.

-Mexico in 1.569. - The especial atlribîîhes of the Most beautiful
,cities in the world were heu-e conjoined ; and that whicb wuis the sole

boast of nîany a world-renowned name. fou-ued hut Onie of the charms
.of Ibis enr-hauhress amonz cities. Weil mieht tbe rude Spanish

isoldier find no parallet but in the imaginations of his favourite

loi


