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sive progrcs throughi the land e; muli-
titudes were baptized, pagan temples
~i'ere gradualty converted into Christ.
ian sanctuaries, ani nimerons flotir-
ishing chuirches werc plantcd and
êiupported.

Trhe sittuation of Britain %vas favouir-
able to lier repose, aniidst the perse-
cutions which frequcntiy raged on
the continent; buit at length, under
Dioclesian, the tcnth and most sari-
gininary persecution of Christianity
took place, and extended itself to
Bngland, whien many British Christ-
ians reccived the crown of martyr-
dom.

In the reign of the -next Emperor,
Constantius, Christianity ivas openly
protected throughout the empire, and
British Christians were flot baekward
in availiig themnselves of the privi-
loge, and cndeavouring to extcnd the
knowtedge of the truth. They and
their descendants preserved also that
truth in its purity, and adorned the
gospel by their spirit and conduct,
long after its doctrines were corruip-
ted, and its practice degradcd, at
Rome and over the greater part of
the continent of E~urope.

In the fifth centuiry the Britons,
being invaded and harasscd by the
Piets and Scots, and having souglit
iii vain the aid of the Romans, invited
th.le Saxons to assist thoni against
these formidable cnemics. They
caine, but soon subjutga.tted the coiru-
try to themnselves. Froni their arrivai
in 449, a check was put to the pro-
gress of the gospel, wvhiûh continued
* to decline for nearly a century and a
haif, its adherents retiring before
their idolatrous conquerors into the
mouintains of Wales or of Scotland,
or into Cornwall and the country
-north of the Humber. Here the
Christian religion continued to exist,
and there, is reason to, believe that
somcething beyond outward profession
ivas to be found in those secluded
districts. Monkishi w'riters have re-
proached the Britons fo)r alloiving

their luvaders to romiain hii heathen
darkness ; but, ais Warner observes,
"1Whiat wero their opportunities, and
lîow: were they to engage the atten-
tion of men ;vho drove theuïi like sheep
to the sînuglîter, or into the %rood-s nd
mountains?" In this state of things
it was that Gregory I., bishop of Rome,
towards the close of the sixtli centîî-
ry, sent his famous mission into Eng-
land. The papacy had not then be-
corne an absolutely secuilar and cruel
dominion ; aithougli in many points
it %vas mucli corrupted, yet therÈ is
reason to belipve that this measure or-
igînated in sincere piety, and Christian
bonevolence. It -%vs the effeet of much
serious deliberation. Even before his
consecration, Gregory, walking one
day iii the forum, sawv somne very hiand-
some youths exposcd to sale. Inquir-
ing of what country they wvere, lie was
informed thiey were of the Island of
Britain; and, aftcr much conversation
re,.pecting them, an(l fi nding that they
worc heathiens, lie felt Sa îuch inter-
ested in theni and their country that
lie enitreated the then Roman Bishop
ta seud a mission to thejsland, offer-
ing Iimiself as one ready for the task.
Nothing but the officions benevolence
of the Roman citizens prevented the
work at that time, Gregory being too
much bol(,oved at Rame to be allowed
to leave it. After his elevation to the
hishopie hie ordered saine young Sax-
ais to be instructed in COîristianity,
to prepare them. for the mission; and
in the year 597, hie sent a number of
Monks, at the head of Nyliom wvas
ane Augustine, ta convert the Eng-
lishi. In obediexîce to Gregory's di-
rections, they proceeded on their
journey ; but their hiearts failed themn,
and thiey sent Augustine bauk to oh-
tain thieir release from. the service.
The prelate advised themn to resunie
their labours in confidenceý of Divine
aid. H1e procured for tlîem ail the
assistance in France that might ex-
pedite their pass,;,age into Britain,
and fitrii-shcd tlieiii with <woery con-


