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SIR ROBERT PEEL AND FREE TRADE.

The ;ihlabitanfs of the town of Ellflng, in Pruîssia, liavinz sorte
fimie since addressed a letter of con-ritîîlatiaî In SIr 11ilîert Peel, on
the successil tcrîn;nation of ftie efforts afiflic laie Preier for flic
establishment oi Froc Trade, have xecontly roccivcd flie following
rcply fa their memorial :

Your addresq, in wvhich you express your approbation of tlic great
mnasrîres of financial and commercial roforin Nliicli I have con-
sidered if mny duty fa iay beooe Parlianai, 1 have leceived %wilh

vggiea pcaslic.'ie abject of flie incoine fax wais flot unly to
ma ' a onddefiitbuta;st ta lay tlie fâtundation a( a more

juwf systena af taxcationi, hy puffin,- ai enîd ta dies before levied an
raw miaferiats, as vveil as these vcxatious regîilatiomîs of 'lie Excise
-and lich dufips an mamiy kinds of prndicc iccssary Ia thr- coin-
fort of flic~ %orking classes. Thîo blli Ii.tvin, foar its objeef the limmi-
tat ion of the papier curreîicy, lias in ic o ay -tfrccted public or haîili-
vidual intcrest, nor lias the countîry heemi tlierehy deprived office ad-
vantages of a paper circulation ; but iii placimîg flic issue of this

mediuîm of txchange tindcr certain re.isoiialilc rcstraitifs. thlicll lias
bt'en the uneans af chccking abuise in times of great crifical impart-
ance ta the commercial interests of the countîry, as weIl as af non-
suai sr>culation. The bill bas giron fa paper rney a set tlcd value
lna akig italivays exchaiigablevith sl)ecie. I le.amn %vith ptea-
sure tîtat the lofent and effect of fliese measaîres have been praîîcrly
aprreciated by distingmisheal politicians af otlier coimtrics.

r7hat part of yaur addims %viierein you admnit thec princi1îlc af
commercial legislation, vvhich, by arder af Parliament, is nawv in
force, has afforded me above aIl tlîings the mnost iively satisfactioit.
The measures prapased for the diminution Of cuIstam-Laaîîse duties
have heeru brouglit forward wvitliout any similar concessions havimîg

been afféred by foreign ctiîntrics; they have iuaen praposed becatise
the gencral inîerest of the cauntry demande! If. Their eflecfs
are sufficiently advantageaus ta, futly juiffy flic sftops
tve have taken, for if is comîfrry fa flic principles af paliticat eçoîto-
xny ta purchase at a doarer rateo articles of inferior value ; and flic
authors of thîis measure have thtotîglt tlîat thie lîrinciptes ci* tlîeîr
commercial Iegislafiaa %vould be adojuted hy ather nationîs. Difficul-
ties and obstacles may arise ; au.d finincial emtîarrassment. wlîicli
appears ta bo (lie strongcst argument in support af flic pcofcctive
syst cm, %vill, in certain calîntrieF, be advanccd as a reason for con-
timîuing If. Individualg wha, profit lîy bigli diii ies arc favaîîrably
listene.! ta by fhe goverament ; in aflier cases flîey form tlue most
ntimeraus part af fthc population, or at lcasf i potvcrful parfy in flic
lceilafive assemblies.

lmîtucresfs are thus reairesented eni mesze ; but fuis îsalated imîferest
cannot long aller resista'nce ta flic arguments and! manifest infcrcst
af flic great social body, The public finances lalbour unider a doit-
bic disadvantage ; first, by the prejiudice Ivifli whiclî tlaey are re-

gad.,an.! te consequenit support offere.! fn smîîgglmng; and!, se-
cnyby flic great expiemses incurred in its suppreý"ssion ;so fliat,

cvcatiîally, it %vi l hoe seen by those wlio, are Tespîonible for flie fi-
nancial condition af flîcir respective couinfries, fhat if is prudent ami.
palific ta replace, by such moderaf e dutlies as vvill perlait the coin-
merce and revenue ai the cauntry tn increase, thase higli ditties
vvhicli cither diminish, or altogether prohîiit, the importation afifa-
reiga pradîîce, and sustain certan branches of frade at flic expeuise
of the public finances.

The 6ocial coqdit ion af that country which mainlains with th(.
greatest rigoirthe proteefive system, will be appose.! fa fthc sf afe of
another iich bas adopfcd liberal principtes. an.! tlie conviction af
tlîe value of such principles wvilI notaobtain, uîîlcss ly the encourage-
mnt af thie freedonn ai excliange amongst ait flie nations af flic
wvorld ; fthc vell-being afi cd iniîvidual will Le increascal. and flic
will af Providence will be fuifillcd-fhat Pravidence %%hich bas
eiven fa cvery country a su, a climafe and a soil; cach iliffer..
îng cite from flic ather, naf fur flic purpose af rendcring thîem
sev,!rally itidcpendent of each aflier ; but on flic canfrary, iii order
thaf they inay fecel their recipracal dependeiicc by flie cxcliamge
of flîcir respective produce, flîus caiisingi tlîem tn cnjay ia coin-
mon flic blcssinps af Pravidence. If is tuis flat w finii conm-
nmerce flie mcatis ai advancing civilizatian, af appeasing jcalcîîsy
and nationîal prejudice, andu ai bringing about a uuiyersal peace,
cilber fram national îuîtercst ar Tram Christiani dutv.

1 have flic lîoîour, &c. «loDEnTr PrEL.

Nawv flint flic commercial scaeon lias finiçlue.!, we s1îail bo
enabicd fa finIl more room in flie Iiconomnisi for tlue contribuions
ofatîr Frce Trade friendq, wlîase exertions are more partieîîiarly
reqiuire.i ut this inaunent fliu~ ic meeting of Parliaunetaî,
wheienftie wliole commerce ai tlic countfry will have ta) bae brou2ht
u.r-.'er ricview, iii arder ta, faka advaritagc ai flae invitatian af flic
mother coutlry, ta assimulate aur policy ta flic mare. liberal spirit
ai flic day. live trust, flîcre fore> that we shahl recoivo inerensed
assistanco fro:n without. At tlie same time, ve iwild express
aur flhaiiks ta ilase correspanlent -ho have airîeady soi liberaily
coniributeal ta aur nid, andl marc particulariy it li author of flic
]effts on IlJoiît-stock Carapanics,"1 and the %vritcr of the 1>ast-
Office cointunicatiùns.

GENEIlAL, PROVINCIAL, A2D LOCAL INTELLIGENCE.

A noîlier public dinner wns giveni ta M1r. Bialdwin, an the l6ih ultima,
lay the electoriq of (he Couinty of Norfoak. 'lle repart af tlic Ilonble.
G.eiitleitnn'a ltpeect acipies rive cotuinns af the local newsqipprs,atid
refers principalty ta ptilititaf toliie.î,îlit allusiuon ta the commîîerce af tie
country lieini: very stiglit anda iiiimportan.-Tie .1Zantreal Gazette
Braies flint Y.%r. Keciar, tic caincer aui charge of tlie WVelland Canai,
msas in uic confident haopc olsa fiar çonupleting thc repnair on that worit,

os ta commence p.issiiig fifiy vessets oui Sntcrday as. r.Slucplerd,
agent of tlîe lamitreal Miliîat Coumaaîy, lias puistaed lii, Report. lit
gives a grnernl description ai tia fe.iiregof ilie ininang, witla a moîîre pnr.
ticilar accouit af Catih localiîy. 1ia Ille course ai lus rcmarksR,.%r. Shcp.
lierd speaks tif ulils tocalty ris tuk'ely ta rival Swaiiscn, in Souili wValeq.
and! ta inantoan the sulperioriy of Gref Btainn os a iaiierai kiangaoin.
lIe nlso draws a flaimcrîmîg picture ai flac progress malle by tlie Amaccican
couupanics. Factorues. tound(rtis, anal fuurnacce, lie says, are ttpringiag up
aitong the sea-Loard Ia nîcct ilie inecasing deinma.! for ibis imiportaînt
memal. la the simnîl Stame ai Mnssaeliaasseto, two nilIlions 'and fmve
lunudred thulusanal potinas are auinually muîtnuiactured ; and! in t iecrimailer
Sînte af Connctieut, anar bouse ctone, imin asmnnll village, mnanufaci
fouir launalred and siry-aane flousand five hunuîre.! pounds annuaily, it
brass wire. Mr. Shieplieral also acknowlcdges tlie services af INr. Lagon,
thie Provinîcial Gealogiui, whose incessant an.! arduotis latiors ia ibis im-
mense fieldi for investigation tvîlf not oaly, lie says, enfiance rte value et
thie public damaîn, but ilecure fur hîinî, in the scicntmfic worhal. a well-
carne.! repumatian "a s enduring as thac rocks an.! %aters."-IThe Court
ai Quecn's Beach ai :fonirenl, have deciale. againsf ilie right ai Mr. J.
E, Milîst ta ezercise the office of Mayor, on th(, groundi ihat lits cleciion
sens decided Ly the vote ai a persan nof legally eligabte, an.! whio lias beco
since unseateal as a Commama Causicil-inan. licre sccms ta bic a dif-
fierence ai opinion as ta ilie effc ai tbis decisian-waetber if reStoreS
M'ar. Ferrier. or lenves the office atiogether subject Ia a new tfectou.-
IVe regret ta tearn ilinf tiacre have becai sonlie lasses ai sen, consequacaf
an tlîe tate gale. The slaij M3er8y, ami. rite sliip Reliance, bath; weni
ashore on tha 24uili tilt., mii Grand Ance, tintre miles ahove Matane. The
Empire, if la sai.!, csperienced a similar fate at Little Matant', an.! the
Ilarland is in the saime situationî, ai l'Islt. aes are also effantai ned
for thue wbote ficei ai 23 or 24 vessels, iluat werc in campany whacn the
gale cointe on. Oi t ie Utiper Lakes, nlso, ihere have ticen a great mao)y
disasmers, aecompanieil wîti lba af lie. But Ille niosi setiaus ceur-
rende yct known, is tic tos ai flic steamer AJtlantic, front Bloston ta New
York, whiich teaq driven asiiore riear New London, in the gale of tLe
2Gth ; an.! as fat as is ycî asceriaineai, îneniy-nine laves werc lost.-
Tlae last vessel ta sait front Qauctie, alaîs fait, abe lrig Marquis of NVor-
manbyj gai under way on Mondriy evcnîng at a lbite lifter 5 o'ctoek, with
a fine we.smcrhy brcze.-Mr. Isaac Buachanan lias publmsbed anoîher
letier. fI is adalresse.! ta Lord Eigin, an.! prophlecies tlic bas ai the
Coiaay in coascqueace of Fiee Tcada'-The weather lias again
nioderate.!, andl tie river is as yet fice of ice. The Prince Albert is
stl making daily trips In Lnpraiiie, Lut flic Quiebec bouis have Leen att
laid up for flie seasn.-There as no Inter news fromn Monierey. lit ta
undermo.! thai tie Ameracan Government is preparing an espedlition,
under Gencral Scott, ta take possession ai Tampjico as a aew basts of
operations. A km.! ofincgoeiation for pence ha.! camniîencedl bciween
Mý%r. Bluchanan an.! a Mexican agent. Tîte President, it wtas rumoarcd,
mould niake a large dean. on Congress foc snaieanu~d mwen. lie
seems ta have coniarme.! thc «Ianncxation ' of North Mexico, by ap.
poîoaing civil admnmistrators ofijustice.

STATISTICS OF SIlPPING AT QUEBEC.
Durinij tie season of navigation wbich lia s nt clostd, dicte hIive ar-

rive.! ut Quebec, from scal 1,439 vessels, formang an aggregatc oi 573,208
tons; ilie crews ai thiese vessa-la average about 15 mca ecd, making

2Iu~5senici, iihcse-ieluling ncw vesses-I .362 have clcareaa
Qtrber, 90 ai whaich uvere [rom Mion.rcal, having partly loaded there, andl
lin.! ta have ilue rcuaaimîdcr tiftlacir cargocs braugflit down in lighters, awing
ta flue ofloneaa Lake St. Peter, andl conscquuencly Ladl ta re-clear
lucre ; ilius leasing 1,272 tlant have lade.! ai Quebcc.

l'lire Melle30 Yss fbuutat Qýicece,during flie yenr ended 1sf uIt.,
formiig an aggregaie ai 19,751 ionp, ai tiese _04 %vere fsqtiarc-rig«,ed,
formin., 19,369 tons, wlaiel,addcd ta the tonnage ai arrivais ibis year,
573,208 tons, niakecs 592,577 tons ai sbipping abat bave loadeal iu th@
parms ai Quiebe an.! Maontrent, tiais ycar.

The nunaber ai arrivais ai tlîis pari. iron scia, is 36 les$ fiais year m1,35
iasi-'i-it u'he tonnage tiais ycar exceeda that oflasi by 13,496 tons.

he nuenler af arrivais nf Monîreal svere, in 18-15--202 vessels, foni-
nage 51,205; and ia 1846--221 vessels, tonnage 55,968.
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